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Cash denial leads 
to carers catch-22 


The Government is unwilling to give local authorities extra cash to carry out 
needs assessments for carers, despite recognising their rights in law. 


The Carers (Recognition and 
Services) Act came intoveffect on 
1 April. It gives Britain’s 6.8 mil- 
lion carers the right to ask for 
their needs to be assessed or 
taken into account when commu- 
nity care packages are arranged 
for a disabled or elderly person. 

But the Carers National Asso- 
ciation (CNA), which drafted 
the law, is worried that hard- 
pressed local authorities will not 
be given any extra money by the 
Government to carry out the 
assessments. 

CNA is also concerned that 
local authorities will be able to 
use their discretion in deciding 
who is eligible for an assess- 
ment. It is worried that this will 


lead to people who care for less 
than 35 hours a week being 
excluded. 

“Resources will be a problem, 
particularly for those authori- 
ties whose previous carers’ sup- 
port been 
minimal,” said CNA assistant 
director Francine Bates. 

Health Minister John Bowis 
said in February that he did not 
expect the act to involve signifi- 
cant extra costs. Many local 
authorities already provided 
assessments, he argued. 

Maria Goldenberg, a carer 
and founder of the Community 
Care Protection Group, said 
that without more cash the act 
will be as good as useless. 


services have 


“There is a lot of rhetoric and 
no money. It is another way of 
fobbing us off. The Government 
let it through because they knew 
they had no intention of imple- 
menting much of it.” 

Labour MP Malcolm Wicks 
originally put forward the legisla- 
tion as a private member’s bill. 
He is also demanding that the 
Government meet the extra costs. 

“Supporting carers is not only 
a moral and social priority. It 
also makes economic sense. 
Family carers provide £30 bil- 
lion of care each and every year 
— about the amount of the 
entire NHS budget.” 

The act, which only applies 

Continued on page 2 
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Ten years after Chernobyl, a book has been written about Igor, who 
is as old as the accident, and how his life has been affected by the 
world’s worst nuclear disaster. Read all about it on page 26. 


Access to Work climbdown 


In a dramatic climbdown, the 
Government has backed away 
from slashing funding for its job 
support scheme Access to Work. 

As predicted in DN last 
month, ministers have decided 
to support Access to Work, 
pledging an extra £6 million to 
the scheme. 

The down side is that employ- 
ers will now have to make a 
contribution too. The 26 March 
announcement brings the bud- 
get for 1996-7 up to £19 million. 

The decision means that help 
for people already in work 
whose circumstances change, 
such as being promoted, will 
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now be restored. This was with- 
drawn in December to control 
the overspend on last year’s £13.4 
million budget (DN January). 

Now the scheme will meet 100 
per cent of costs for unem- 
ployed people and all costs for 
travel to work. 

Employers will have to pay the 
first £300 per year for help for 
people already in work and 20 
per cent of costs above that, up 
to £10,000 over three years. 
Anything above that will be met 
by Access to Work. Up to now, 
employers were only encour- 
aged to make a contribution. 

Making the announcement in 
a written answer, Education 
and Employment Secretary 
Gillian Shephard said the 


scheme’s budget would still 
have to be controlled. 

“The Government will con- 
tinue to give top priority to the 
unemployed, followed by those 
in work who suffer the onset or 
worsening of a disability, and 
then those whose job circum- 
stances change and those who 
move to a new employer.” 

The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR) expressed 
that, as 84 per cent of those 
receiving help are already in 
work, more may lose their jobs. 

“The Government must recog- 
nise that some employers will 
be disgruntled at having to pay 
a contribution. It could have a 

Continued on page 2 


concern 


2 News 


Disabled people are being urged 
to press local election candi- 
dates on disability issues. 

The 2 May elections will 
decide the political colouring of 
3,000 seats in England, exclud- 
ing Greater London. 

Bob Findlay, chair of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People said people should 
decide what issues most affect 
them locally. 


“Many local organisations 


will be looking at how the par- 
ties are addressing the imple- 
mentation of the Disability 
Discrimination Act and how 
cutbacks are affecting services. 
The whole issue of direct pay- 
ments will be important too.” 
A spokesperson for the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation said: “Disabled 
people should be lobbying on 
the accessibility of polling sta- 
tions and getting literature in an 


accessible format.” 

Learning disabilities charity 
Mencap is sponsoring a respite 
care bill in the House of Lords 
(see Carers catch-22 below). A 
spokesperson said: “Our con- 
cern is short-term breaks and 
respite care for the person with 
a learning disability and their 
Carer: 

Mencap has a free leaflet, Put 
Your X Here, explaining how to 
vote, tel: 0171-454 0454. 


Carers demonstrated outside Parliament on 17 April. They were 


protesting about local authority community care charges. 
BRENT MOORE 
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Carers catch-22 
Continued from page 1 


fully in England and Wales, will 
cover adults looking after adults, 
parents caring for children and 
children caring for parents. Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland are 
covered by additional guidelines. 
¢ The Disabled Persons and 
Carers (Short Term Breaks) Bill 
was given its second reading in 
the House of Lords on 17 April. 
Sponsored by Mencap and put 
forward by its chairperson Lord 
Rix, it will give disabled people 
and carers the right to short- 
term breaks. 


Access to Work climbdown 
Continued from page 1 


great impact on their recruitment 
of disabled employees,” said 
RADAR director Bert Massie. 

Self-employed disabled people 
will have to wait until late May 
to find out what arrangements 
will be made for them. 


local elections call | Motability cuts clouded 


Advance payments on Motabil- 
ity lease cars were slashed again 
in April. £250-300 was the aver- 
age drop, with the Nissan 
Almera 1.4 down a startling 
£452, from £651 to £199. Weekly 
rentals also fell by around £1. 
Disability groups welcomed 
the news. But they also saw the 
cuts, the second since October, 
coinciding with a National 
Audit Office (NAO) report into 
whether the Government is get- 
ting good value from the charity. 
Since a first draft in October, 
six months have passed. The 
NAO now says the report has not 
been agreed, nor approved by the 
auditor general Sir John Bourne, 
and “may” be published in May. 


GPs strike off 
over 65s 


A GPs’ surgery has asked people 
over 65 not to attend the practice 
because it does not have the 
expertise to care for them. 

The University Medical Cen- 
tre, near Newcastle University, 
has three doctors and mainly 
treats students. The move was 
revealed in General Practitioner 
after a 90-year-old patient lodged 
a complaint. He had received a 
letter asking him to consider 
moving to another practice 
because “the medical staff do not 
feel they can offer the best care 
possible in this age group”. 

The move has been condemned 
by Age Concern, the local com- 
munity health council and the 
British Medical Association. 


EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE 
ALDERSLEY EXCEL RANGE 


Juniors and the smaller 
aos adult up to 10 stones 
& 


Wide wheels 


First of its 

kind ae 
Up to 50 stone eG 
carrying capacity 


Tested by Blackpool 
Wheelchair Evaluation Centre 


: & 
Customized ooze: ¢ 
suit client 


Carer or user 


control 


EXCEL dane 
SUPREME 


for stability 


Ideal trekker 


Suspension for comfort 


Manoeuvrable and 
5 compact 
; a6 Versatile 
indoor and 


tt outdoor 


“¢ 
Mt 


°¢ 
S/Yotability 


- Aldersley Battery Chairs Limited 
24-26 Old Meeting Road, Coseley, 
West Midlands WV14 8HB 
Tel: 0121 520 6942 

Fax: 0121 522 4833 


The Department of Social Secu- | 
rity would not say if it had agreed | 
the report. Gerry Acher, vice-chair- | 
man of Motability, assured DN: 
“We are not holding anything © 
up.” 

Morigue Cornwell, director of © 
the Banstead Mobility Centre, |; 
said: “Undoubtedly, the report has _ 
been stalled. We are told that | 
Motability has no problems or 
secrets to hide and the report will 
confirm this. The sooner it is pub- — 
lished the better.” | 

Stephen Bradshaw, a director of | 
the Spinal Injuries Association,» 
agreed. “The continued delay of 
the report only raises suspicions — 
that extensive changes are still 
being made to it.” 


Push countdown 


Two wheelchair users are to 
push themselves 1,200 miles 
from Lands End to John 
O’Groats to raise £500,000 for 
spinal injury research. 

Simon Barnes and Mark 
Reynolds will undertake Push 
2000 from 13 May to 10 July, 
calling at spinal injury units 
throughout the UK. 

Push 2000 is the idea of the 
International Spinal Research 
Trust. Its patron, Superman 
actor Christopher Reeve, was 
paralysed in a riding accident 
last year. 
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Beef choice 

Mental disability charity Mencap 
s “actively discouraging” resi- 
dents in its southern region care 
homes from eating British beef 
following the scare over “mad 
cow disease”. Residents can eat 
beef if they want, says the charity, 
but parents’ fears have been taken 
on board. Seagal House Nursery 
in Belfast, for instance, has with- 
drawn beef from its menu. Scope 
and the Leonard Cheshire Foun- 
dation say they are leaving the 
decision to residents. 


C4 troubleshooter 
Author and journalist Alison 
Walsh (below) has _ been 


appointed as disability consul- 
tant to Channel 4 television. 


Walsh: C4 disability consultant 


The one-day-a-week job will 
involve her working with com- 
missioning editors and sitting in 
on editorial meetings to raise 
disability awareness afid repre- 
sentation. Ms Walsh said she 
was “delighted” to have been 
chosen, but wondered whether 
a day a week was really enough 
(see letter, page 18). 


Bank under fire 


Finance union BIFU has 
accused Barclays Bank of 
putting the jobs of blind 


smployees at risk by not invest- 
ng in new technology. The 
chain was once the largest 
employee of visually impaired 
elephonists in Europe. Cur- 
ently a third of the 250 tele- 
Shonists on the payroll are 
visually impaired, but a move to 
centralise communications will 
10w mean most will lose their 
obs over two years. 


RNIB awards 


Companies and _ individuals 
who have improved access to 
nformation for blind and visu- 
ully impaired people were 
‘ewarded by the Royal National 
institute for the Blind in April. 
The See It Right Awards were 
set up in September 1995. Win- 
1ers were BT, Childline Wales, 
Anglia Water, Sheffield The- 
utre, NatWest Bank, Newry & 
Mourne Health and Social Ser- 
ices Trust, Tyndallwoods 
solicitors and postman Mick 
Holder. Mr Holder developed a 
ape to inform people that a 
darcel was waiting for them, an 
dea that is being taken up by 
he Royal Mail nationally. 


DN exclusive 


A woman with brittle bones had 
to balance on top of a milk crate 
to see the Coca Cola cup final at 
Wembley Stadium in March 
because the venue did not have 
enough spaces for disabled fans. 

Nicky Chapman, 34, a Leeds 
United supporter who is two 
foot nine, could not see over a 
Coca Cola hoarding so the 
stewards wedged a milk crate 
into her wheelchair and put a 
cushion on top of. 

“If | had sat at its front it could 
have tipped up. £18 to sit on a 
milk crate was a bit outrageous 
to me,” said Ms Chapman. 

Wembley has 60 wheelchair 


places and allocated 20 to each" 


club plus room for their assis- 
tants. It also provided 23 ambu- 
lant places but only after, it is 
alleged, pressure from fans. 


Nicky Chapman perched on her milk crate at the Wembley final 


Wembley Stadium own goal 


That compares to 174 
wheelchair places and 200 
ambulant places at Leeds 


United’s ground Elland Road, 
despite the fact that it has less 
than half Wembley’s capacity. 

“It’s an absolute disgrace,” 
said Stuart Ramm, chairman 
of Leeds United Disabled 
Organisation. 

But Wembley spokesperson 
Martin Corrie said it wasn’t 
their fault. “Demand exceeds 
supply for able-bodied fans 
too. If we get the go-ahead 
to build the new national sta- 
dium, we intend it to be a role 
model worldwide for disabled 
facilities.” 

The stadium tried to make 
allowances in special circum- 
stances if informed in advance, 
he said. “If anyone needs an ele- 
vated position it is a difficult 
hurdle to overcome.” 


1 in 3 children in poverty | Incapacity losers lose twice 


One in three children in Britain 
grow up in poverty, a report 
from the Child Poverty Action 
Group (CPAG) has found. 

Poverty: the facts* claims that 
the incidence of poverty has 
grown sharply since 1979 and 
that children are hardest hit. Liv- 
ing with sickness, disability or 
old age brings extra costs, it says. 

CPAG director Sally Witcher 
said the report showed “poverty 
results from misguided social 
and economic policy rather 
than personal failure”. 


Meanwhile, the Government 
has refused to introduce a 
United Nations-backed national 
poverty eradication programme. 

Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley said in April the reason 
was that poverty does not exist 
in Britain and such a programme 


~ was only needed in the Third 


World. But he has conceded that 
a problem of low income exists, 
linked to unemployment. 


*£7.95, tel: 0171-253 3406 
Parent's voice, page 19 
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Only 289 people who had 
claims for Incapacity Benefit 
rejected have found jobs, the 
Government admitted in April. 

Of 1.5 million people tested in 
the benefit’s first year, 75,838 
were turned down. Of these, 
just 289 have found jobs, says 
the Benefits Agency. 

Ministers had predicted the 
new tougher tests would dis- 
qualify up to 400,000 claimants, 
saving the Government £3 bil- 
lion over three years. 

Estimates now suggest the 


scheme may have saved as little 
as £5 million, while costing £55 
million in running costs. 

Pauline Thompson, director 
of the Disablement Income 
Group, said people with gen- 
uine disabilities being 
forced into the job market, 
where they could not compete. 

“People with some degree of 
disability will find it difficult 
when there are no disabled peo- 
ple going for the same job.” 

People in their 50s would be 
worst hit, she said. 


were 


HOW TO CHOOSE A 
POWERCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


New, free booklet explains and guides, 
ensuring that you make the right decision 


Considering buying a 
mobility vehicle in the next 
few months? Then you 
should know about a new, 
free advisory booklet 
which will undoubtedly 
help you to make the right 
decision. 


The easy to read booklet 
contains all the answers 
you need to make sense of 
what can be a complicated 
affair. It tells you about all 


the different models 
available, how they work, 
- what happens when they 
go wrong and the best way 
to go about buying a 
scooter or powerchair. 


“The In’s and Out’s of 


buying a mobility vehicle” 
also arms you with a series 


of questions that you will 
want to ask before you 
make your mind up, giving 
you all the information 
before you make the 
important choice. 


Get all the facts. Produced 
by the Mobility Matters 
Network of mobility 
specialists “The In’s and 
Out’s of buying a mobility 
vehicle” is available now, 
free of charge. All you have 
to do is simply call our 24 
Hour Booklet Request 
Line on 0990 134 130 or 
write to Mobility Matters, 
Dept DN5,  Freepost 
NHO0170, Kettering, NN14 
6YA. A booklet will be 
sent to you within 14 days 
from one of the Mobility 
Matters local Distributors. 
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4 News from Westminster 


Direct payments u-turn 


Elderly people and people with 
learning disabilities may be able 
to buy their care directly from 
local authorities after the Gov- 
ernment lost a crucial vote on 
its Community Care (Direct 
Payments) Bill in committee. 

Maverick Conservative MP 
Peter Thurnham voted with 
Labour to defeat the Govern- 
ment on the issue. 

The Government had wanted 
to restrict eligibility to physi- 
cally disabled people under 65 
(DN February). 

The vote takes away Secretary 


of State Stephen Dorrell’s 
power to decide who is eligible 
for payments, leaving it up to 
local authorities to decide on 
the criteria. 

Whether any more money will 
be available for hard-pressed 
local authorities is still a moot 
point. During the bill’s second 
reading, Health Minister John 
Bowis warned authorities that 
any payments would have to be 
“cost effective” (DN April). 

Up to 700,000 people over 65 
may now become eligible to 
take part in the scheme. 


Though the Government could 
still put forward amendments to 
reverse the move before the bill’s 
final reading, Mr Thurnham 
believes this is unlikely. 

There is speculation, though, 
that some Tory MPs, including 
Brighton Kempdown MP Sir 
Andrew Bowden, would oppose 
the amendments to widen the 
scheme in a Commons vote. 
This could prove embarrassing 
for the Government. 

The latest move was wel- 
comed by groups representing 
disabled and elderly people. 


Simone Aspis, parliamentary 
officer for learning disabilities 
charity People First, said: “It 
would enable people with 
learning disabilities to have 
choice and the same rights as all 
individuals. 

“We hope the Government 
won’t put forward any further 
amendments.” 

A spokesperson for Age Con- 
cern England said: “We do not 
see any reason why people are 
excluded just because of their 
age. We hope that it will not be 
overturned.” 


Minister for Disabled People Alistair Burt (above) and opposition 
counterparts Tom Clarke and Liz Lynne were guests at a reception by 
BT and the RNID in March to mark the first anniversary of Typetalk’s 
emergency service. The service gives deaf and hearing impaired people 
access to emergency services by calling freephone, (0800) 112999. 


Yeo heads Tory group 


Tim Yeo, MP for Suffolk South, 
was elected chairperson of the 
Conservative Disability Group 
at the group’s annual general 
meeting at the House of Com- 
mons in March. 

Mr Yeo, who is the parent of a 
severely disabled child, replaced 
Peter Thurnham, who stood 
down after resigning the Tory 
whip in February (DN April). 

Mr Yeo said Mr Thurnham 
had set him a “formidable 
example” to follow. 

The meeting was addressed by 
Minister for Disabled People 
Alistair Burt, who praised the 
Government’s wheelchair 
voucher scheme, the setting up 
of the National Disability Coun- 
cil and the progress made on the 
consultation process for the Dis- 


‘a Tim Yeo: 
| new chair 
of the Con- 

servative 
Disability 
Group, 
replacing 
Peter 
Thurnham 


ability Discrimination Act. 

The act, he said, would be an 
important “springboard” for 
disabled people. 

He also commented on the 
discomfort of his Labour coun- 
terpart, Tom Clarke, at a 
demonstration by Direct Action 
Network at Labour Party head- 
quarters in March. 

“I feel for him of course, as 
you will guess.” 
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foldaway power wheelchair has arrived. 


is what you see. 


The built-in kerb climber is a stan- 


of mind for people who like to be 
fully mobile without restrictions. 


A BREAKTHROUGH IN 
FOLDAWAY POWERCHAIRS 


HE NEW INDEPENDENT 


versatile power wheelchair with all the * Super-comfort upholstery 
flexibility of a fold-away. After years of painstaking development, the ultimate + Personal effects holder 

Unlike other manufacturers, 
R J Mobility has patiently listened to what their customers really want - the result 


Our unique design enables the chair to be 
dard feature on the Independent. It is quickly dismantled into light, manage- 
very simple to operate and provides peace able sections. When in sections, can 
be easily transported by car, train or 
planemaking it truly portable. 


R M&.BILITY LTD. RESPONDING TO YOUR MOBILITY NEEDS 


Look at these excellent features: 


i! * Detachable drive system for ease 
of carrying 

* Folding frame 

* Individual battery boxes for 
ease of lifting 

* Removable back-rest 

* Fully adjustable arm-rests for 
height and width 

* Detachable swinging height 
adjustable foot rest 

* Detachable kerb climber 

* Fully programmable controls 

* Front charging facility 

* Battery gauge 

* Sealed for life batteries 
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Alf Morris! 
to retire at 
election 


Alf Morris, the world’s first 
Minister for Disabled People. 
and author of the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act, ' 
will retire at the next election. 

Mr Morris, 68, became 
Labour MP for Wythenshawe | 


| 
| 


ty 


Alf Morris: fiery campaigner 


in 1964. From 1974 to 1979 he 
was Minister for Disabled Peo- 
ple, and in 1970 drafted the 
ground-breaking Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act. 

A fiery and dedicated cam- 
paigner for civil rights, he also 
drafted the 1991 Civil Rights 
(Disabled Persons) Bill, the 
blueprint for later civil rights 
bills. Other battles included 
compensation for — people 
affected by thalidomide and, 
latterly, those affected by Gulf 
War syndrome. 

In a statement to DN, he said: 
“Thad thought that the next 
election would come sooner. 
But, as this Parliament could 
now go its full term and the next 
promises also to do so, I now 
feel it will be best for me not to 
seek re-election. Better to go five 
minutes too soon, as they say, 
than five years too late.” 


Boost for schools’ access 
Local authorities are to get 
£8.9 million to make more 
than 700 schools more acces- 
sible to disabled students, 
the Education and Employ- 
ment Minister Lord Henley 
announced in March. 


Properties register 

Local authorities must keep a 
list of accessible properties, 
the Government has said. The 
decision was within guidance 
for the Housing Bill, currently 
going through Parliament. 


Sense 40th birthday 


Sense, the deafblind and 
rubella charity, celebrated its 
40th birthday with a Com- 
mons reception in April. 
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The show goes on 

The BBC is extending the run of 
tv programme Disability Today. 
Edited excerpts of the current 
series, which ends on 25 April, 
will be shown on BBC2 from 
2 May-S July. The programme 
also went into Europe on 
4 April, on the BBC Prime ser- 
vice. Disability Today uses news 
provided by Disability Now. 


Students are ignorant 
Students are ignorant about dis- 
ability issues, despite believing 
disabled people should be able 
to enter mainstream education, 
a survey has found. Everybody 
In* compiled by Barnardo’s and 
young disabled people, found 
that, of 430 students questioned, 
98 per cent felt that young peo- 
ple should be able to study 
together. Yet they had little 
social contact with disabled peo- 
ple and were unaware of the cir- 
cumstances in which they lived. 


* £5, tel: (01268) 520228 


Prescription call 

People with asthma do not know 
about the Government’s annual 
season ticket for prescriptions, 
which could get them medicines 
more cheaply, says the National 
Asthma Campaign (NAC). A 
survey of 1,000 people found 
that 400 did not know of the 
scheme and that one in 20 could 
not afford its lump sum, and so 
had to pay individually. Prescrip- 
tions rose 25p to £5.50 an item on 
1 April. Forms are available with 
an sae from Prescriptions, c/o 
NAC, Providence House, Provi- 
dence Place, London N1 ONT. 


Essay competition 
Fancy yourself as the next Pepys 
or Boswell? Hugh Steeper Ltd is 
offering £1,500 for the best essay 
by a disabled person on assistive 
technologies. Between  1,000- 
1,500 words, it should cover how 
technologies such as wheelchairs 
and prostheses have helped and 
what innovations you would like 
to see by the year 2000. The 
deadline is 30 June. If you win, 
you receive £750, with £750 going 
to the charity of your choice. 


Dave Strachan, Limbless Asso- 
ciation, tel: 0181-579 1758 


Brighton homes 

A scheme to help disabled peo- 
ple in Brighton move out of res- 
idential care and into their own 
homes was launched in April. 
The Bevendean Project has 
been set up by Scope, Brighton 
Council, East Sussex Social Ser- 
vices and the Sanctuary Hous- 
ing Association. It will provide 
supported accommodation. 


Scope South East information 
office, tel: (01293) 522655 


Six students with learning dis- 
abilities from Croydon Contin- 
uing Education and Training 
Service College were awarded the 
first ever National Skills Profile 
certificates in April. Set up by the 
RSA Examination Board, the 
certificates show students with 
learning disabilities have learnt 


. basic numeracy, communication 


and practical skills. Pictured 
from I-r, Zeesham Initiazi, Alan 
Collins, Daniel Brown, teacher 
Helen Newcomb,  Hiltesch 
Patel and volunteer Wendy Ball. 


MIRA 


WATLING STREET * NUNEATON 
WARWICKSHIRE 


FRIDAY « SATURDAY 
e SUNDAY ° 


14/15/16 JUNE 1996 
Open 10am till 5pm = 


Supported by 


ORGANISERS 


/@Qotability RAL 


_ INCLUDING: 


~ CAR MANUFACTURERS 
- VEHICLE CONVERSIONS — 
MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
CAR ADAPTATIONS - 
WHEELCHAIRS 
SCOOTERS 
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
BUSES 


DMP PROMOTIONS UK LTD., 
BARN COTTAGE, 38 LAWRENCE CLOSE 
enn BARNSLEY S75 1PE FAX: 01226 390777 
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6 News 


Award-winning station 
slammed for loo access 


DN exclusive 


An award-winning train station 
has been criticised by disabled 
people because the main men’s 
toilet is down a flight of stairs 
and wheelchair users have to use 
a goods lift to switch platforms. 
Leeds station was named 1995 
Station of the Year in a British 
Rail, Railtrack and Rotary 
International of Great Britain 
and Ireland competition. 
Martha Morrill, north-east 
representative for RADAR, is a 


NOTICE 
THIS LIFT MUST 


“..It’s for when you are caught short between platforms...” 


All Under One Roof 


wheelchair user who regularly 
uses the lift. She said: “Often you 
are travelling with food or mail 
trolleys. You don’t always know 
what’s in these big containers.” 
The lift could only be used 
under supervision, she said. The 
provision for disabled people in 
general was patchy, even when 
station staff were forewarned. 
But John Wilber, group public 
relations officer for the British 
Railways Board, denied provision 
for disabled people had been 
ignored. “It is accepted that, so 


far as the toilets are concerned, 
there might be problems for peo- 
ple in wheelchairs. At least they 
can use the goods lift and catch 
trains from any platform. 

“For what is a minimal por- 
tion of their journey, so what if 
it’s a goods lift?” 

A spokesperson for Railtrack, 
which owns the station, said 
there was a unisex toilet, but it 
was only accessible from the sta- 
tion concourse. “There are plans 
to make improvements to the lift 
in the near future,” she added. 
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The Finest Sports and Active User Equipment 


Cyclone Wheelchairs 
Tailor made chairs designed to fit you not 


the other way round and you fit the chair 


Tracker. Handbiking Made Easy. 
The easiest to use handbike, take it on 
or off faster than your jacket. 


Spokeguards. 
Design your own or let us design it for you. 


Versatrainer Gym Equipment 
The only single unit fitness equipment to 
provide full workout in your own chair 
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Drivers’ champion dies 


David Whitton, a dedicated dis- 
ability campaigner, died of a 
heart attack, aged 44, on 4 April, 
writes Stephen Bradshaw, direc- 
tor of external affairs at the 
Spinal Injuries Association (SIA). 

He came as a volunteer to the 
SIA six years ago, following the 
advancement of severe disabili- 
ties from childhood diabetes. 

A dedicated grants secretary 
and a stickler for detail, he was 
available at any hour of the day 
or night, although officially he 
helped only one day a week. 

He also developed a detailed 
understanding of how Motabil- 
ity worked. The fact that the 
Motability Equipment Fund 
did not cover the expensive 
adaptations for those who 
needed to drive challenged his 
fierce sense of social justice. 
-This led to a perceptive finan- 
cial analysis that enabled SIA to 
make a convincing case to the 
then Minister for Disabled Peo- 
ple to provide £1 million addi- 
tional ring-fenced money for 
the Disabled Drivers’ Fund. 

David’s ability to resolve prob- 
lems led to an invitation to serve 


Is your equipment 
defective? Don’t 
know who to turn 
to? DN now runs a 
consumer clinic 


with watchdog 
RICA. Write to us 
(address page 2), we 
may be able to help! 


Whitton: fierce sense of justice 


on Motability’s grants commit. 
tee. His dedication to the Mota- 
bility Users’ Liaison Committee, 
as honorary secretary, enabled 
disability organisations to brin: 
new ideas and see improvements 
in how Motability responded to 
customers. Some would argue 
that it was largely David’s persis- 
tence that led to the recent drop 
in Motability prices. : 

His campaigns around kidney 
transplantation and prosthetic 
devices were also well known. 
He was a key campaigner for 
people in the renal unit at the 
Royal Free Hospital, London. 

David was an expert on the 
Internet, downloading volumes 
of information about the Amer 
icans With Disabilities Act and 
passing it on to campaigners 
involved in pushing for anti-dis- 
crimination legislation. 

He was unobtrusively helped 
by his wife Alysoun, who never 
seemed to complain as he burnt 
the midnight oil over his specially 
adapted computer and _practi- 
cally lived on the telephone. 

He achieved much, and we 
owe him a great deal for his self- 
less pursuit of our interests. 


DIFFICULTY WALKING? 


TRAPPED AT HOME? 
Get out & about with Wright 


Mobility’s large range 
of powered scooters 


e NO TAX 
¢ NO DRIVING LICENCE 


¢ NEW OR 2nd HAND MODELS 


¢ FINANCE AVAILABLE 


¢ FULL SERVICE BACK UP 


¢ SAFE & VERY MANOEUVRABLE 
¢ FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 


QP” fron oni £1395 
PHONE NOW 


— se wright mobility 


—_—_ ~_—,_ see 
0181-947 6566 


01734 757444 


92 Northcourt Ave, (off Cressingham Rd) 
Reading RG2 7HQ 
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News 7 


UT call on schools 


Disabled children should not be 
‘segregated at school, the 
National Union of Teachers 
agreed at its annual conference. 
A card vote passed the motion 
on integration by a majority of 
8,461. It called for those with 
special educational needs to have 
a legal right to mainstream edu- 
cation unless there are strong 
_ reasons against this. 
It also called for changes to 
Section III of the 1993 Educa- 
‘tion Act, which would end 
compulsory segregation of 


some disabled children and chil- 
dren with learning disabilities. 
Parents would then have the 
choice of mainstream or special 
schools. 

The jobs of special teachers 
should be safeguarded during 


She doth protest: DAN member 
Brenda Green demonstrates 
about poor access on Notting- 


ham’s Robin Hood railway line 
JULIE NIGHTINGALE 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA 


any reorganisation to the main- 
stream says the motion. 

“This motion is about accept- 
ing disabled children as equal, 
but different, and bringing to 
them the support and resources 
they need to thrive in main- 
stream schools,” said Richard 
Rieser, chairman of the Alliance 
for Inclusive Education, who is 
himself a disabled teacher. 

“This will help to get the 
Labour Party committed to 
fight for one comprehensive 
education system to include all 
children,” said alliance co-ordi- 
nator Michelene Mason. 

A spokesperson for the Centre 
for Studies on Inclusive Educa- 
tion said it was pleased that the 
motion proposed teacher train- 
ing should include special needs 


provision, and parents and chil- 
dren should be involved in devel- 
oping education programmes. 

“Tt is a tremendous step forward 
for teachers to have recognised 
the fundamental right of children 
to learn together in mainstream 
schools with appropriate support 
for individual needs.” 


RNIB benefit guide 


The Royal National Institute for 
the Blind has brought out three 
new guides for visually impaired 
people on benefits. 

All called Your Benefit*, they 
explain benefit rights for chil- 
dren, people of working age and 
elderly people. 


*£1.50 each, tel: (0345) 023153. 


DAN’s Robin Hood victory 


Ramps will be installed on 
Nottingham’s Robin Hood rail- 
way line, following action by 
the radical access group Direct 
Action Network (DAN), writes 
Julie Nightingale. 

Traffic was brought to a 
standstill during the city’s early 
morning rush-hour on 29 
March. 150 DAN members 


chained themselves to buses in - 


what was the start of two days 
of action. Commuters shouted 
abuse at the protestors. 

Three hours of talks were held 
with staff at Nottingham’s Mid- 
land Station. Managers eventu- 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


cy CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


..the rest comes naturally 


Send for a FREE { 


colour brochure fe 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(tTitle) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 


ally conceded to demands to 
install ramps on the route, which 
serves the north of the county. 

The line cost £22 million and 
opened in 1993, but has no 
ramps or staff to assist at the 
three stations on its route. 

“Tt is a real victory,” said Not- 
tingham DAN co-ordinator Liz 
Carr. 

There was also a demonstra- 
tion outside the surgery of 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke, 
who is local MP for Rushcliffe. 


On target: archery champion Andrew Baylis’ efforts to raise £2,000 


for equipment got a boost in March with a £500 donation from Co- 
operative Retail Services. Andrew, who will represent Britain at the 
Paralympics in Atlanta in August, said he was “delighted”. 


Scots euthanasia ruling 


Doctors in Scotland will not face 
prosecution for withdrawing 
treatment from people in a per- 
sistent vegetative state (PVS) if 
they get the court’s permission. 
The statement, by senior judge 
the Lord Advocate Lord Mackay 
of Drumadoon, brings Scotland 
into line with English law, where 
eight PVS patients have died 
after the courts allowed doctors 
to remove their feeding tubes. 
As DN went to press, Lord 
Cameron of Lochbroom was 


due to decide whether doctors 
could withdraw feeding from 
PVS patient Janet Johnston, 53. 

Meanwhile, a court in’ New 
York has allowed doctors to help 
patients to commit suicide. The 
decision follows a similar ruling 
in San Francisco (DN April). 

In Australia at least ten termi- 
nally ill people who wish to die 
have moved to the Northern Ter- 
ritory, where the world’s first law 
to allow medically assisted sui- 
cide will come into effect in July. 


The Noorrhverz 


roadshow 


The biggest and best show in 1996 
for people with disabilities 


SHEFFIELD ARENA 


Broughton Lane, Sheffield S9 2DF 


Open between 10am and 4pm 


@ Wide range of production cars and adapted cars 


© Comprehensive display of converted vehicles, 


Admission free 


@ Magnificent display of powered wheelchairs, 4-8 


mph vehicles, manual chairs, sports chairs and 


vans, minibuses and wheelchair 


driver/passenger conversions 


ultra light wheelchairs 


® Advice and information agencies, disability 
charities working for and with disabled people 


@ Many other mobility aids, plus designer clothing 


Further information: 


Mr Robert Jackson, Sheffield City Trust 


Don Valley Stadium, Worksop Road, Sheffield S9 3TL 
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8 London Marathon 


Tanni Grey threw down the 
Paralympic gauntlet with a 
course record for the women’s 
race in the Flora London 
Wheelchair Marathon in April. 

And David Holding, in swel- 
tering heat, recorded a personal 
best time for the 26-mile course. 

With a time of 2:00:10, Grey 
threw off the threat of last 
year’s winner Rose Hill after 
seven miles. Hill crossed the 
line on 2:10:09. Sophie Dettman 
took third place with 2:12:46. 

“It’s excellent preparation for 
the Paralympics. My stamina is 
there and my fitness is there,” 
said Grey. 

Holding used his renowned 
sprinting speed to power ahead 
in the final stages to beat Bogdan 
Krol from Poland in 1:43:48. 

“It was great, but I’ll stick to 
sprinting at the Paralympics,” 
said an exhausted Holding. 

“I knew I wasn’t going to 
catch him with that accelera- 
tion,” said Krol, who came in at 


David Weir, 16, (above) won the 
Mini Marathon wheelchair event 


Rod Hermeston met winners and losers at this year’s Marathon. Pictures: Graham Bool. 


1:43:54, already tired from the 
Boston Marathon a week before. 

Jack McKenna, aged 40, took 
third place on 1:45:18. 

In the Mini Marathon 
wheelchair event David Weir, 
16, was overall winner over a 2 
mile course for the 16-18s, 
while Nicola Jarvis, 17, took 
first place in the female section. 

Meanwhile, visually impaired 


David Holding (above) bursts through the tape to 
win his third London Marathon on 21 April 


tors in the 
final stretch 
of the Mall, 
leaving _ the 
women’s field 


far behind. 


runner Mark Farnell was in 
blistering form to come in 121st 
in the able bodied race with a 
time of 2:36:54. 

Minister for Disabled People 
Alistair Burt, himself a 
Marathon veteran, was there to 
encourage the competitors. 

The British Sports Associa- 
tion for the Disabled organised 
the wheelchair events. 


Going the distance 


They’re tops: (above, from left) winner Tanni Grey, runner-up Bogdan Krol from | 
Poland, David Holding, Jack-McKenna, who was third, and runner-up Rose Hill. 
Streets ahead and in top form (below right): Tanni Grey beats off two male competi- _ 


Need a Break for Yourself or your Carer? 
if so 


THE PERSONAL MOBILI1 


Consult our 


ceed specialists in: 
* Powered wheelchairs and scooters 
* Lightweight manual wheelchairs 
* Overhead and mobile hoists 
* Stair lifts 
* Electric lifting and reclining 
chairs 

For a FREE Home Trial* or 
FREE Brochure 
Call us now 


* (Home Trial for powered scooters or wheelchairs) 


FREEPHONE 
0800 
136921 


ICR M@BILITY 


Established 1953 


a 


SPECIALISTS 


THE ARMCHAIR CENTRE 
SUPPLIERS OF: A.J. WAY 
AND C&R WALL 
FURNITURE 


Discovery GLS 3 and 4 
wheel scooters 


FINANCE | 
AVAILABLE: 

ONALL , 
EQUIPMENT 


Main agents for: 
Invacare-Carters, Booster, Sunrise 
Medical and Minivator, Quickie and 
Suntec. (As supplied to Shopmobility) 
All equipment fully guaranteed 
Insurance and extended warranty 
available 


Also Mobility 
Allowance accepted 
PART 
EXCHANGE 
WELCOME 


FREEPHONE 
0800 
136921 


ICR SOUTHERN MOBILITY CENTRE, 1 Stanwell Rd., Penarth, Cardiff CF62 2AB 
ICR NORTHERN CENTRE, 100 Derby Rd., Liverpool L20 1BP 
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Helen Ley House 


Providing Respite Care for People with Multiple Sclerosis 
Offers You 


First Class personal attention 

Qualified Nursing Staff at all times 

All Single Rooms 

Varied choice of Menu including Special Diets 
Views of open countryside 

Daily Outings and other Leisure activities 
Physiotherapy: Aromatherapy: Yoga 
Hairdressing service available on site 
Transport Service from Midlands possible 
Competitive rates 


* * * *¥ & & Xe KH KH 


Still interested? 

Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, LEAMINGTON SPA 
CV32 6QP. Tel: 01926 313550. Fax: 01926 888972 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


LES CROWLEY CONVERSIONS 


THE NEW PEUGEOT BOXER 
THE EASY WAY TO GET ABOUT 
CONVERTED TO YOUR OWN SPECIFICATION 


More options are available for wheelchair access on the new Peugeot 
Boxer, including underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts to the side or rear. 
Hydraulic lowering rear suspension with fold-away ramp. Passenger 
headroom is 60in on the standard roof and 72in on the high roof. 
Removable seats giving you more seating and wheelchair positions. Dis- 
abled driver options for full independence. we also offer conversions on 
the VW Caravelle, Ford Transit, Leyland Daf the Nissan Cargo. 


Prices start from £15,250 
CONTACT LES CROWLEY TELEPHONE/FAX: 0149 041 3183 
Groes Lwyd, Corwen, Clwyd LL21 9DD 
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News 9 


In brief 


‘Scots kids’ line 
Scottish children who are hear- 
ing impaired or have speech dif- 
ficulties can now use a special 
touch-type telephone service to 
} get through to Childline, the 
| national helpline for children, 
|more easily. The Childline 
Minicom was launched in 1993 
for children around the country. 
| Now those who dial it in Scot- 
land will automatically go 
through to the Childline Scot- 
| land counselling centre, saving 
time if other UK lines are busy. 


Tel: (0800) 400222 


Park and buy 

Sainsbury’s Savacentre hyper- 
| market in Merton, south-west 
| London, has opened a parking 
| area specifically for registered 
| disabled drivers. Drivers will be 
| able to pick up an application 
| form from the store’s customer 
| service desk. 


| Sign symbol 

: Deaf or hearing impaired the- 
| atre lovers should keep an eye 
| out for this symbol (below) in 
| future. Signed Performances in 


| Theatre, a consortium of theatre 
} companies and arts organisa- 
| tions, has produced it to denote 


| that a theatre performance is 


| sign-language interpreted. 


_ Dystonia information 


The Dystonia Society is launch- 
} ing a freephone information 


| line* about the painful neurolog- 
ical condition. The launch will 


| be the highlight of European 


_ Dystonia Awareness Week from 
_ 11-18 May. Young Dystonia, a 


national network to provide 
help and information for young 
people who have the condition, 
is also being set up by the society. 


*Tel: (0800) 556629 
The Dystonia Society, tel: 0171- 


329 0797 


Car guide 

The Mobility Information Ser- 
vice (MIS) has published a leaflet 
to help disabled drivers choose a 
new car. 2 and 3 Door Automat- 
ics, written by DN motoring cor- 
respondent David Griffiths, lists 
more than 160 saloons, hatch- 
backs and four-wheel drives. 


Send an sae to MIS Information 
Service Dept, Unit 2A Atcham 
Estate, Shrewsbury, SY4 4UG 


MPs’ Lottery 
cash call 


A survey of 100 MPs by cere- 
bral palsy charity Scope shows 
that almost two-thirds would 
like more National Lottery 
money to go to charities. 

The MPs were surveyed by the 
polling organisation Political 
Opinion Panel. Of those ques- 
tioned, 64 per cent wanted 
more money to go to charities. 
At present just 5.6p of every 
pound does so. 

But only 38 per cent thought 
that more money should go to 
charities dealing specifically with 
issues such as disability. 

Disabled people are the second 
most common group to benefit 
from Lottery cash, says the 
National Lottery Charities Board. 

In April the board published an 
analysis of how money was doled 
out in its first grants programme. 
Disabled people received £19 mil- 
lion of grants, second only to chil- 
dren, with £27 million. 


Stuck waiting 


Elderly people who need occu- 
pational therapy are stuck on 
waiting lists, leaving them at 
risk of accidents in the home, a 
report by the charity Age Con- 
cern England has found. Stuck 
on the Waiting List*, drawn up 
from enquiries to the charity, 
found elderly people face exces- 
sive waits for assessments, waits 
of up to two years for equip- 
ment and confusion over who is 
responsible for provision. 


*£5. Tel: 0181-679 8000 


On the buses 


Bus operators are being encour- 
aged to make timetables more 
accessible. The Disabled Persons 
Transport Advisory Committee 
has published a code of practice, 
Legality of Timetable Books & 
Leaflets, designed to help them 
produce better information. 


Free, tel: 0171-271 5258/5252 


ummer school fears 


DN exclusive 


Summer schools for hundreds 
of disabled children in North- 
ern Ireland may not be run this 
year because of safety fears and 
a lack of qualified staff, writes 
Joan Shannon. 

The funds are available to run 
the three-week schemes in the 
Province’s North Eastern Board 
(NEB), but there are not 
enough qualified staff to go 
round, said NEB assistant edu- 
cation officer Kevin Campbell. 

The NEB has six schools in its 
area, County Antrim. Scrap- 
ping the summer schools will 


affect more than 200 pupils. 
Summer holidays in the 
Province last for eight weeks, 
from July to August. In recent 
years there has been an increas- 
ing number of volunteers, such 
as social work, nursing and car- 
ing students, 
schemes 
teachers. 
Now parents and teachers are 
worried that disabled children 
will not get the close supervi- 
sion they need. There are also 
concerns about the proper vet- 


running the 
alongside qualified 


accident, but one school princi- 
pal, who did not want to be 
named, said an accident was 
just waiting to happen. 

Mr Campbell said: “Our 
summer schemes for children 
with learning disabilities can- 
not be allowed to continue in 
their present form. 

“Some of our school princi- 
pals sounded the alarm ini- 
tially, but everyone is more 
aware of the risks nowadays.” 


Mr Campbell is currently 


meeting parents and teachers 


to discuss what should best be 
done and will report back to the 
board in May. 


ting of volunteers and supervis- 
ers to avoid child abuse. 
As yet there has not been an 


A pioneering scheme by Sue Turner and Gordon Todd, lecturers at HM Prison Nottingham, means that 
prisoners now pay weekly visits to the Shepherd School for students with learning difficulties. Pictured dur- 
ing a rehearsal for a dance project are, from I-r, prison inmate Lee, and students Haden Smith, Sobia Istear, 
Kenneth Chell and Elizabeth Gooding. The lecturers have received the Prison Service’s Butler Trust Award. 


India rights law 


India has passed an anti-discrim- 
ination law with powers to inves- 
tigate individual grievances. 

The Persons with Disabilities 
(Equal Opportunity, Protection 
of Rights and Full Participation) 
Act gained assent in January. 
Commissioners, who will have 
the powers of a civil court to 
enforce the act, are now being 
appointed. 


Cotswold Cots. 
We Make Cots and Beds for Adults and Children, with 
Special Needs.Strong, Secure. Made to Individual Needs 


Made up to single bed size. 


Cots with any height of safety side: 
Drop sides (up and down sides,) 
Door opening sides.... Lift off sides. 
Built very strong to withstand fits etc. 
Safety, or all wipe clean, mattress. 
Cots can be fully padded (if required) 
Beds with turn down, or lift off sides. 
Mattress level to suit careers needs. 
Shelf underneath if required. 


What ever your problems or 
needs I am sure we can help 


For free information pack. 


Tel. 01993 842885 


STANNAH MAKES 


STAIRS SAFER. 
x 


Hello, Stan here. 
A Stannah 
Stairlift 
makes stairs 
| safer and 

| | helps you 


keep your 
independence. 


FOR A FREE SURVEY 
CALL US TODAY ON 


0800 715124 


or complete and return the coupon 
for your free Information Pack. 


Please complete and return to: Stannah Stairlifts Limited, 
Dept 8695, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Are you enquiring for your Household 1) A relative living elsewhere = 
Name 


Address 


Postcode Se Sta 


Stairlifts 


Tel 


When your thoughts turn to stairs turn to Stannah. 
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Looking for 
Transport? 


Renault, Ford, 


Nissan or Volkswagen 
Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 
for purchase, Lease or Hire. 


Eco’ 1.9 lir Diese! £1 


|| [INTERIOR HEADROOM 1550mw (61w 


com £20,898 


on the road price 


\ \ | INTERIOR HEADROOM 1370xm (54in) 


Nissan ‘Cargo 60’ 2.3 ltr Diesel £17,769 On the road 
PASSENGER AREA LENGTH 2135wx (B40) 2 


We sell Secondhand refurbished Nissan Prairies Mkl and MkII, with full parts and labour 
warrantee. Please phone for full details and an information pack, or visit our factory showroom. 
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Disabilitynow May 1996 


y car 
ith the same 


Passat. 
fill seat 
fills the gap of | 


ge 


issed Prairie 


on admirably. 


x ROTHERWTC 


Ue TOS O28 eee Ve Oe ee ae 
Hackett - Sherborne - Dorset - DT9 6QP = Tel: 01935 872603 + Fax: 01935 872853 


Pillar Box Lane + Beer 


Disabilitynow May 1996 


12 News 


Internet helps boy stand 


Nine-year-old Matthew Fell is 
on his feet again after his parents 
found out about an American 
treatment for his condition on 
the Internet. 

Matthew, from Worlaby on 
Humberside, had been a 
wheelchair user and had severe 
pain in his face because of the 
nerve condition trigeminal neu- 
ralgia. This also meant he could 


not eat and had to be drip fed. 

Using the worldwide com- 
puter network, his parents con- 
tacted Dr Peter Jannetta, a 
neurologist in Pittsburg. 

Matthew underwent two 
operations to separate nerves 
and blood vessels and cushion 
them with tiny pads. 

The operations took place in 
September, and Matthew has 
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THAT BARRIER CAN NOW BE 
BROKEN DOWN BY THE 
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DO YOU 
‘SEE A 
BARRIER? 


scalamobil 
POWERED STAIR CLIMBER 


For further details and/or a free home 
demonstration please contact: 


Simorg Ltd. Unit C, 
Abbeygate Business Centre, 


¥ SIMORG Satiesierist 


P Fax: 01582 484157 


Roll-aid converts your manual 
wheelchair into a power chair 


Attached and removed in seconds and will fit 95% 
of chairs in use. 


Highly manoeuvrable indoors and outdoors. 
0-5mph variable speed control with easily operated central 
tiller for steering and forward and reverse on 


central rocker switch. 
20 mile range. 


Complete with gell cell batteries and charger unit. 
Fraction of the cost of power chairs with extremely low 


maintenance costs. 


Fits in car boot or back seat. 


Delivered to your door. 


Call for a free brochure. 


0181 668 1908 
0113 2611268 


now returned to school part 
time. He is even playing tennis. 
Meanwhile, The Samaritans is 
offering an electronic mail help 
service for people who are suici- 
dal or in despair. It can be con- 
tacted on jo@samaritans. org 
or anonymously on samari- 
tans@anon.penet.fi 

The International Federation 
of Multiple Sclerosis Societies 
has launched an information 
service on the Internet. The 
World of Multiple Sclerosis is 
at: http://www.ifmss.org.uk 

Finally, Voluntary Service Over- 
seas now has teaching guides for 
children with special needs on 
the Internet. Its address is: 
http://www.oneworld.org/vso/ 


Read DN’s weekly news ser- 
vice on the Internet. Point your 


web browser to: http://www. 
healthworks.co.uk/ 


Standing tall: Matthew Fell 
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Yentob calls for integrated tv 


Andrew Davies reports 

The BBC must find “creative 
ways” of presenting an inte- 
grated society on television, 
BBC1 controller Alan Yentob 
said in March. 

He was speaking at a confer- 
ence on disability in tv drama at 
Television Centre in London. 

It was attended by more than 
100 BBC staff and disabled peo- 
ple, including members of the 
1 in 8 group, which campaigns 
for more representation of dis- 
abled people in the media. 
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It you 
are experiencing 
difficulties in 
showering or bathing, 
We have the solution 
to your problem 


Manufacturing specialists in 
shower bases & enclosures 
for those with special needs. 


Innovative care products for independent living. 
Check what we can offer you. 


FREE Survey 


5 YEAR guarantee & quality 
Standard 1SO9002 


Full after sales service 


A wide range of products 
with colour choice 


Many BBC staff were shaken 
by what they heard from dis- 
abled people. One producer 
admitted he now realised his 
diabetes made him disabled. 

Others said the only way to 
change things would be for 
more scripts to include disabil- 
ity. These were best written by 
disabled people, they added. 

And while executives said they 
found the day positive, some 
warned there was still a long 
way to go before positive 
changes would be felt. 


INVA-DEX LTD. 
66-68 Manchester Road, Chapel-En-Le-Frith, via Stockport, 


Derbyshire, SK12 6RZ. Tel: 01298 816366 Fax: 01298 816106 
BROCHURE REQUEST FREE PHONE 0800 716652 


Stroke support lacking 
Support services are not geared 
to young people who have 
strokes, a survey has found. 
Younger People Have Strokes 
Too”, by the Stroke Association, 
surveyed 230 people under 55 
who had had strokes. It found 
that 83 per cent said they were 
not receiving adequate support. 


*Pree, tel: 0171-490 7999 


Braille credit pack 
Visually impaired credit card: 
holders can now get a braille 
version of Barclaycard’s “care 
pack”*. The pack provides 
information on card replace- 
ment, insurance and helplines. 
Meanwhile, NatWest Bank now 
has a “uniphone”! for people 
who are deaf or hard of hearing 
and want to take out a personal 
loan or insurance. 


*Tel: (01235) 824350 
tTel: (01179) 263330 


NT millennium plans 
The National Trust (NT) has 
launched two projects for the 
millennium that have applica- 
tions for disabled people. Four 
accessible activity centres are 
being planned for children, while 
the NT and the National Trust 
for Scotland is planning a series 
of high-technology interactive 
millennium “gateways” at 30 
properties around the country: 


Mobility house 

Mobility products manufacturer 
Lakesway has opened a “Mobil- 
ity House” in Morecambe, Lan- — 
cashire. It will offer disabled and 
elderly people a chance to test out 
products before buying them. 


Tel: (01524) 847766 


Deadlines, deadlines... 
Entries for the BT Countryside 
for All Award* must be in by 30 
June. The awards recognise initia-_ 
tives that make the countryside 
more accessible. And the closing 
date for nominations to Help The 
Aged’s Tunstall Golden Awards" 
is 5 July. These reward elderly 
people who make an “outstand- 
ing contribution” to society. 


*The Fieldfare Trust, tel: (0114) 
2701668 
Tel: 0171-253 2926 


Correction 

From DN’s April issue 

The Government is responsible 
for the consultation on the pro- 
posed timetable and regulations 
in terms of rights of access for 
the Disability Discrimination ~ 
Act, not the National Disability 
Council (NDC). The NDC is 
consulting on the proposals for 
a code of practice. 
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first direct 


lan Francis enjoys 
his breakfast and 


settles his Visa bill. 


» Jake O’Sullivan 


teases his mother 
as she asks about 
her mortgage. 


Ginola opens the 
scoring, Andy 
Smith celebrates 
and raises his 
overdraft. 


Bob Sparks wakes 


with a start and 
calls to pay his 
gas bill. 
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change your life 
change your bank 


easy access 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 


First Direct was the first bank to offer its customers personal 24 hour telephone banking. Which means it’s also the 
first bank to be perfectly suited to many disabled people. Complete access to your account and a full range of banking 
services by telephone 24 hours a day 365 days a year. First Direct gives you the freedom to carry out all your banking from 
the comfort of your own home by telephone — anytime, from anywhere. 


no more timewasting 


Why waste time arranging your banking? One simple phone call, charged at local rates, gives you instant access to a 
comprehensive range of banking services. From loans to sharedealing, savings to travellers cheques. One of our friendly 
Banking Representatives is always here to take your call — no matter where you call from, or when you call. 


never be treated like a number again 


Because First Direct needs no high street branches, we invest the cost savings we make into training and 
new technology. We recruit our staff first and foremost on the basis of their people skills and then equip them 
with the necessary banking expertise. 

Our customers find they are always treated with care and courtesy and we are always looking for new ways to help. Take 
bill payment — our customers can arrange to pay their household bills by phone, simply telling us who to pay, how much and 
when. Our approach seems to be well received as 89%* of our customers recommend us to their friends and colleagues. 


manage your money your way 


Because banking is easier with First Direct, managing your finances becomes less of a 


chore. Many of our customers find that just a three minute call each month is all it takes. 


fest direct 


With every First Direct Cheque Account comes the First Direct Card, which guarantees 
cheques for up to £100. Your card also allows you to withdraw up to £500 daily from the cash 
machines of Midland, NatWest, TSB, Clydesdale, Northern and the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
Your Card also allows you to pay by Switch. 


benefit from free banking, even if you are overdrawn 


Incurring punitive bank charges for going a few pounds overdrawn seems as nonsensical to us as it does to you. That’s 
why at First Direct there are no charges for writing cheques, standing orders, direct debits and cash machine withdrawals, 
even if your account is overdrawn. You also get an automatic overdraft facility of up to £250 free of any arrangement fees, 
to help with monthly budgeting. All you pay is a competitive rate of interest on the precise amount you borrow. 


We’ve made joining easy — why not call us now on 


42 0800 24 24 24 


*Research was undertaken by NOP research among 500 First Direct and 500 other randomly selected bank customers. The interviews were conducted by 
telephone between November 1995 and January 1996. Enquirers must be aged 18 or over. In order to safeguard our customers, certain transactions may require 
written confirmation. First Direct reserves the right to decline to open an account for you. First Direct credit facilities are subject to status. For written details of 


our services write to First Direct, Freepost HK16, Leeds, LS98 2RS. Calls are monitored. First Direct is a division of Midland Bank plc, which is regulated by SFA 
BE/19 


Menber HSBC €Z> Group 2 


Post to : First Direct, Freepost HK 16, Leeds, LS98 2RS. (no stamp needed) to receive more information on First Direct. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms or Title 


Forename(s) Surname 
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14 Health news 


Plant find 
kills AIDS 
virus? 


A pomegranate extract could 
reduce the spread of HIV, say 
researchers in Nottingham. 

Research into its effect on 
human viruses is at an early 
stage, but it can destroy more 
than one thousand million bac- 
terial viruses in minutes, far 


weer ne --4 


faster than other agents. 

Gordon Stewart, professor in 
applied molecular biology and 
head of applied biochemistry 
and food sciences at Notting- 
ham University, who is leading 
the research, said one advan- 
tage of the extract was that it 
did not damage human cells. 

“Although not perceived as a 
cure for viral infection, it could 
eventually be used to control 
the spread of the herpes virus 
and as a protection against 
HIV,” he said. 


MOTABILITY SCHEME 
The range of Volvos is also available under the Motability Hire and Hire Purchase schemes. 


Asthma 
survey 


Children with asthma are being 
forced into passive smoking. 

In a survey of 10,000 children 
with asthma, 74 per cent said 
passive smoking made their 
asthma worse and of these 31 
per cent lived with someone 
who smoked. 

The National Asthma Cam- 
paign survey, carried out with 


INDIVIDUAL 
FREEDOM 


A car is essential for an independent life style. But why settle for something ordinary when you could be driving a Volvo 
3 - a very individual car indeed. 


COMPETITIVELY PRICED 
The new Volvo 1996 range starts from £11,652* on the road. 


VOLVO SAFETY 


Volvo safety features fitted as standard include Driver Airbag, Side Impact Protection and seat belt pretensioners. The superb 
handling, powerful braking and tenacious road holding make them extremely enjoyable as well as extremely safe to drive. 


VOLVO PLUS 


3 year/60,000 Mile Manufacturers Warranty - One of the most comprehensive available, replaces the parts 
other manufacturers do not reach. 


LOW RUNNING COSTS 
Low insurance group ratings and 10,000 mile service intervals help cut your motoring costs**. 


THE CHOICE IS YOURS 


The Volvo range offers a choice of Saloons, Hatchbacks and Estates all available with a comprehensive selection of options 


to suit your independent needs. 


VOLVO ACARYOUCANBELIEVEIN 


the help of BBC children’s pro- 
gramme Blue Peter (see below), 
suggests that many children 
have no choice in passive smok- 
ing. 

“Other _ people’s 
smoke causes breathing prob- 
lems for many more children 
than, for example, air pollu- 
tion, which receives far more 
public and media attention,” 
said Dr Martyn Partridge, chief 
medical adviser to the charity. 

The charity has produced a 
leaflet advising children who 


cigarette 


ree meee eee ene eeeeseonecenseeeoeneeneseoeeeseleee see seesececocceoecosccunongecessesscsadseoeseucsoesebeeseecades 


Svooevanccovcccccveescocecogseseusseesene co sccsssoueeccossessavescunosccecobecesessoscesesecusceseoscouhencueustbennareentn 


Stee eee eee ree eeeeeeeeeneeeeesoeeneeseeecesccoseeeeeces 
meee oeeenewow sess couse saseeeseeseenseeeeenoee ones ee seneeToeoseecesCenecesesecco‘esesccccecesecvaccusssecces 


have asthma on how to ask peo 
ple not to smoke around them. 
*Smokers run an increased ris| 
of developing the brittle bon 
condition osteoporosis, a stud: 
carried out by the Medica 
Research Council led by D 
Cyrus Cooper has found. Th 
condition is most often associ 
ated with women but alse 
affects men. 


National Asthma Campaign 
Providence House, Providence 
Place, London N1 ONT. 
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Asthma awareness: Blue Peter's 
Diane-Louise Jordan with Ben 
Symes, six, and Lizzie Pizarro, 
eight, who both have asthma. 


Cold 
comfort 


A study of Danish people who 
have had a stroke reveals a link 
between body temperature and 
the severity of the stroke. 

The study involved measuring 
the temperature of 390 people 
admitted to Bispebjerg hospital, 
Copenhagen, within six hours 
of having their stroke. 

Those with a low temperature 
on admission were less likely to 
die and had fewer after effects. _ 

The team, led by Jakob Reith 
of the hospital’s neurology 
department, believes lowering 
the body temperature may help 
in stroke treatment. 


Speech 
scan 


A new device which analyses 
speech patterns and mouth 
movement has been installed at 
the speech and language sciences 
department of Edinburgh’s 
Queen Margaret College. 

A headset tracks the position 
of small coils attached to a per- 
son’s mouth. Researchers will 
use it to plot the mouth move- 
ments associated with each 
sound. Later, they hope to visu-- 
alise such movements from sound 
recordings alone, helping them to _ 
decide on treatments for speech | 
impaired people. 
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\What’s your ideal home sweet 
ome? If you’re anything like 
de it expresses your style and is 
omfortable, accessible and safe. 
For the organisers of the 1996 
deal Home Exhibition (14 
March-8 April at Earls Court), 
he ideal home seems to be one 
vithout people like me in it. 

There four Bellway 
1omes in the Show Village. 
[hey were all two-storey and 
conventional. There were no 
arge rooms, so no _ turning 
pace and no lifts. You had to 
limb a flight of stairs to get in, 
shen weave your way in and out 
of a maze of rooms. The houses 
were “set around a cobbled 
crossroads”, so my spine came 
n for some jarring. 

“When everyone’s the same, 
we'll build houses that are all 
the same,” enthuses Howard 
Dawe of Bellway in the 
sromotional literature. 
“Meanwhile, we’ll try to offer 
houses that are as individual as 
the people who buy them.” But 
individuality only consisted of 
“regional” differences, such as 
flint detailing on the “House of 
the South”. 

Pve been an exhibitor at the 
show for several years, working 
on a stand for Design Matters, a 
kitchen and bathroom specialist 
offering accessible design. 

There have been access 
improvements at Earls Court 
over time. For 1996 there was a 
new ramp and an accessible 
restaurant. But there is still little 
indication that disabled people 
are being taken seriously as 
consumers by the mainstream. 

A man at the Bathroom Store 
was flummoxed and said, “Oh, 
we’re not specialists”, as though 
a doctor was the best person to 
design an accessible bathroom. 
But Dolphin Bathrooms, who 
do have a special needs division, 
were there. 

Some stands were completely 
inaccessible, including Compaq’s 
interactive display which won 
Best Stand award. Best stand 
for whom? 

Other non-specialist companies 
were prepared to use some 
imagination. Susie Johnson at 


were 


Home improvements 15 


Room for improvement 


Interior designer Adam Thomas finds little to shout about at the Ideal Home Exhibition 


No way in: Adam Thomas and wife Agnes find another show home inaccessible for wheelchair users 


Zeyko, a German company 
designing stylish, —_ innovative 
kitchen furniture, rose to the 
challenge. 

“There are many things you 
could do. Include bright handles, 
patterned flooring and enamel 
paint on the hob for contrast, 


EXHIBITION 


14 MARCH - 6 APRIL 1995 
EARLS COURT - LONDON 


which would make things clearer 
for visually impaired people. 
There are pull out cupboards 
and units can be built to height.” 


Adam talks to a prospective client: “There is little indication that 
disabled people are being taken seriously as consumers.” 


She mentioned a number of 
new features from ATAG 
kitchen appliances which would 
promote safety and accessibility, 
such as a self-supporting slide- 
out shelf system. 

Induction cooking, faster than 
gas, with power 
consumption and a glass top 
that stays fairly cool, is my 
choice from ATAG. I love 
cooking but can easily lose my 
balance, so I need to have 
everything at the right height 
and the safest appliances. 

There were other devices of 
imterest—- too. “The ‘Hiulsta 
adjustable bed, for example, 
looked like a versatile aid for 
people with arthritis (slogan: 
“You won't regret getting into 


bed with us”). 


lower 


Charity fundraising 

While there were no access 
details on the publicity mate- 
rial, the show did have a disabil- 
ity angle. But it wasn’t anything 
to do with homes. One twelfth 
of the profits from sales of the 
show guide went to the Cystic 
Fibrosis Trust and an activity 
tower had people abseiling 70ft 
to raise cash. 

There were also lots of health- 
related items on show. The 
Energy Roller Meridian 
Therapy system claimed to be 
“one simple solution” to 
arthritis pain, asthma, fatigue, 
backache, circulation problems, 
constipation, insomnia, 
migraine, stress and diabetes. 

The vibrating Pro-Massage 


Mattress (about £700 —- 
“relaxation, pain relief, 
improved circulation...pure 


pampering pleasure”) proved a 
hit with my wife, who has back 
and hip pain. She felt it relaxing 


APOLLO PHOTOGRAPHERS 


and soothing her lower back 
almost immediately. 

Also on the Inch-by-Inch stand 
was physioacoustics, a massage 
and relaxation therapy using 
low frequency sound produced 
by a computer installed in a 
reclining chair (£1,495). This is 
a gentler experience but its 
effects are supposedly similar. 

We braved the industrial lift to 
go upstairs. There were several 
families with pushchairs also 
waiting to use it. 


| Aran ge of styles 


After the fashion/beauty gifts 
scrum, where my wife was 
forced to submit to a “non- 
surgical face lift” and I 
narrowly avoided collisions 
with a display of string bikinis 
and several hundred china 
doggies, the Classic FM 
Symphony Gardens sounded 
restful. Unfortunately, there 
were steps at every entrance. 

So we headed for the “Taste 
Tunnel”, advertised in the show 
guide, to find it had been 
cancelled at the last minute. 

For me, this summed things up. 
This year’s Ideal Home 
Exhibition was a slightly tacky, 
fairly accessible day out for most 
disabled people. There were a 
huge range of designs and prices 
but not much knowledge of 


accessible design. For that you'll 


have to stick to the specialist 
designs at Naidex. 

What a shame the two can’t be 
combined. Then, perhaps, the 
mainstream manufacturers will 
take the disability market a bit 
more seriously. 


ATAG, tel: (01275) 877301 


Design Matters, tel: (01628) 
531584 
Dolphin Fitted Bathrooms, 


tel: (01905 ) 748500 

Energy Roller, tel: (01956) 233694 
Hiuilsta, tel: 0171-629 4881 

Inch by Inch, tel: 0181-743 3838 
Zeyko, tel: (01727) 835500 


and lengths for portable nd | 


-g Exceptional quality & value 
@ Unparalleled robustness & rigidity 


@ Locks on telescopic models 
@ Recess for luminous safety tape 


For more information please send the 
coupon opposite to the address below 


Sidings Road, Lowmoor Road Estate, 


semi-permanent ramps 


w A wide and fully comprehensive range 
— Built up sides and gritted safety treads 


m Rubber under pads to prevent slippage 
. Pre- drilled ve? holes for semi-permanent use 


_ Smith<-Nephew 


Leadership i in Worldwide Healthcare —. 


NAME 


TELESCOPIC 
RAMPS 


Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 7JZ 


Smith & Nephew Homecraft Ltd ! ADDRESS a 


___ POSTCODE 
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16 Profile 


Peter is not like ordinary people. 


He's done the marathon. 


Just Do It 


The flat has all the markings of 
a bachelor pad. There is a clut- 
ter of files and books strewn 
around the living room, along 
with model sports cars. A “save 
the dolphin” poster adorns the 
wall. A racing wheelchair takes 
up a lot of space. Trophies line 
the mantelpiece and a 
Crocodile Dundee-style hat 
perches on a table. 

The array of memorabilia 
speaks volumes about 30-year- 
old Peter Hull: Paralympic 
swimming triple gold-medalist, 
London Marathon competitor 
six times over, student, world 
traveller and now model for a 
new advertisement hoarding 
campaign in London for 
sportswear giant Nike (above). 
Peter has no legs or forearms, 
but he has powerful shoulders 
and a barrel chest. 

There is no doubt the poster 
presents a powerful image. It 
draws you in with its message, 
before turning your 
expectations upside down. 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


EXTRA 


The medium as the message 


Disabled athlete Peter Hull is the star of Nike’s latest ad campaign. Rod Hermeston met him. 


But are Nike simply using 
shock tactics similar to those 
employed by clothing 
manufacturer Benetton? 

“T accept that the poster is 
there to catch people’s eye and 
initially to shock. But hopefully 
the message is a lot more 
powerful than that,” says Peter. 

“T hope it gets disabled people 
out of their armchairs. Even 
more importantly, I hope it’s 
going to show athletes with a 
disability in a more positive light. 

“Disabled people get involved 
in sport for exactly the same 
reasons as able-bodied people. 
They want to keep fit and lose 
weight.” 

So what does he get out of the 
Nike campaign? “A bit of an 
ego boost. I’m up there with 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES, AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


COURIER 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


ROW NITING 
CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 

SP2 7NR 


01722 336048 


Andre Agassi and Eric Cantona. 
I’m not on their wage packet 
but it’s flattering.” 

He will also get £500 to go 
into a training fund. His family, 
always supportive, are 
delighted with the poster. 


‘The poster is there to 
catch people’s eyes, to 
shock. But hopefully the 
message is a lot more 
powerful than that’ 


“My mum has taken a dozen 
copies and they are going up all 
over the place.” 

Peter began swimming at 
school in Sandhurst and went 
on to represent his country in 


both the Seoul and Barcelona 
Paralympics. He looks back 
with pleasure on the opening 
ceremony at Seoul which 
attracted a capacity crowd. 

But after Barcelona he was 
put in the same class as people 
less disabled than himself —a 
decision he disputes, especially 
as it means he will not qualify 
for this year’s games. 

“Four years ago I got three gold 
medals and three world records 
and now I’m not going at all. 

“Even on a personal best time 
I’ve still got to improve by 
thirty seconds to get a bronze 
medal in that class. No matter 
how fit you are, short of having 
a rocket shoved up your bum 
there’s not a lot you can do.” 

Atlanta would have been his 
final Paralympics, and he no 
longer competes in marathons 
after a back injury laid him out 
for a month. 

But his involvement as a sports 
professional is about to begin. 
He is now in his final year of a 
degree in leisure management 
at Farnborough College. 

“Having been so involved in 
sport for so many years | 
wanted to give something back 
and make a career of it.” 

Before that he had a research 


| 


job at the Royal Military 
Academy in Sandhurst — he 
simply lost interest. 

He hopes to get involved in 
sports development with 
youngsters whether disabled or 
non-disabled. “It will probably 
be a bit daunting for able-bodied 
youngsters to appreciate that I 
am a top athlete and I do know 
what I am talking about. People 
are always wary but it only 
takes a few moments to show I 
am the same as everyone else.” 

“Just do it,” says the Nike 
poster and it sums up his 
attitude to life. That Aussie hat 
and the g’day on his answering 
machine are not just for show: 
he went back-packing with a 
friend around Australia during 
a holiday from college. 

“Along with the gold medals 
that is one of the things I will 
take to the grave. The sights 
were incredible. I went 
snorkling on the Great Barrier 
Reef and wandering around 
Ayres Rock.” 

It is hard to imagine that he 
won't add more experiences to 
his stock of stories for the 
grandchildren. Or to wonder 
what other exotic bits and 
pieces will eventually be added 
to his living room. 


HOLIDAYS 


for DISABLED 


PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, Majorca, 


Costa Almeria, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Winter ’96 holidays in Norway 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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Sport 17 


As the dust settles after the 
London Marathon and the Par- 
alympics in Atlanta loom this 
August, major changes are 
planned in British sport for dis- 
iabled people. 

It was announced in April 
that National Lottery money 
will be made available to coach 
-and support individual 
sportsmen and women —a 
welcome shot in the arm to 
disability sports organisations 
at a grass roots level and 
Paralympic athletes alike. 

But concerns remain about 
the future shape and direction 
of disability sport. Who will be 
favoured and what will the 
Sports Council’s thinking be? 

There is never enough money 
to go round, says Gordon 
‘Neale, marketing manager at 

the British Sports Association 
‘for the Disabled, which has 

over 500 clubs around the 
‘country. Neale blames much of 
this on the unco-ordinated 
approach to disability sport. 

“Unless you have a clear focus 
for the media and public you 
don’t get coverage and by not 
getting coverage you don’t 
attract commercial 
sponsorship.” 

He cites Canada, Germany 
and Slovakia where disability 
sport is under the wing of one 
organisation, making it 
coherent and cost-effective. 

A 70-strong meeting in March 
to discuss a Sports Council 
document New Start proposed 
a similar body for England. 

The aim is to set up a task- 
force funded by the Sports 
Council within two months to 
focus on specific sports rather 
than disabilities. It is hoped to 
bring about the integration of 
disability sport into the 
mainstream national governing 
bodies of individual sports by 
the millenium, putting it on an 
equal footing at grass roots and 
national levels. 

“We want to see joint elite 
performances taking place 
together, whether able bodied 
or disabled,” said Dermot 
Collins, national development 
officer for disability sport with 
the Sports Council. 

But Shirley Hughes, manager 
of Cerebral Palsy Sport, is 
worried that severely disabled 
people might be squeezed out 
as disability classifications 
widen to include a wider 
variety in each event. 

It is already happening at 
international level, she says. 

“We need to know where we 
fit into this structure. 

“The national governing 
bodies do not have the 


knowledge and may never have 
the resources to cater for 
everyone and ensure there is 
fair competition in the future.” 

She is also concerned about 
such disability sports as Boccia 
for which their is no 
mainstream equivalent. 

The Sports Council 
acknowledges that specialist 
organisations will still have 
their place, and Collins says a 
widening of classifications is a 
long way off. 

For most people the move will 
probably be positive, if it is 
carried out sensitively. 

Philip Craven, chairman of 
the International Wheelchair 
Basketball Federation, 
supports the sports specific 
approach as long as categories 
remain fair. 

“Technical problems in a 
sport frequently come from the 
sports side and the disability 
side can be adapted.” 

To improve provision at a 
local level, the Sports Council 
has allocated money for ten 
regional disability sports 
organisations. 

Wheelchair athlete Tanni 
Grey supports the move. 

“Whatever your disability you 
should be able to go to your 
local athletics club just like 
non-disabled athletes.” 

Grey firmly believes in an 
integrated approach as a means 
of reducing social barriers. 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 
Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 


Going for gold: pentathlete Tony Willis at the 1990 British Amputee 
Sports Association national games 


great leap forward? 


Rod Hermeston looks at the state of play in disability sport 


Athletes with learning 
disabilities (LDs) should be 
fully integrated into 
mainstream sport, she argues. 

“Athletes with LD have labels 
put on them once it is identified. 
Then they are segregated. That 
is not good for them or an 
integrated society.” 

A further issue is the lack of 
development work with 
children, she says. 

“A lot of the governing bodies 
are not doing enough 
development work. It’s difficult 
to see where the children are 
coming from.” 

David McCrae, development 
officer at the Scottish Sports 
Council, an amputee volleyball 
player and chair of the British 
Paralympic Association 
athletes committee, agrees. 

“In the rest of sport in the 
UK, 90 per cent of the 
emphasis is on young people. 
We need to address the needs 
of young disabled people if we 
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success.” 


Top amputee golfers 


at The Endolite British Open Amputee Golf Championships 1996 


Geoff Nicholas, the professional below knee amputee 
sponsored by Endolite, will be competing at the 1996 
Endolite British Open Amputee Golf Championships 


The event will be held at Staverton Park 

Golf Course near Daventry, 

Northamptonshire, 4th - 7th July. 
Endolite has sponsored this 
event since its inauguration in 
1990. It has now become the 
major European tournament 
for amputee golfers. 


For more information about 
the golf championships 
contact Gary Girling 

or Sue Turner 

on 01256 465771. 


Sporting lower limb amputees 

appreciate the superior 
qualities of the Endolite system for 
activities such as golf. 


Endolite Below Knee system 
@ Standard 35mm kit or for slimmer 


amputees a 30mm option 
is available 


Both modules include the popular 
Endolite alignment device 
Unique combination of superior 
quality, strength, light weight 

and natural function 
Demountable adaptor increases 
modularity 

Separate carbon fibre shin tube 


For information about the Endolite 
Below knee system s contact the 
Blatchford Sales Department 
on 01256 465771. 


want to maintain our 


BSAD hopes to do something 
about that with a schools 
programme. It should also help 
in terms of integration. 

“By starting in schools you 
reduce the stigma that’s 
attached to disability and 
overcome the integrative 
barrier,” says Neale. 

Viewed with apprehension or 
relish, the face of disability 
sport looks sure to have 
changed by the millenium. 


Tanni, a new biography of 
Tanni Grey by Ted 


Harrison, is in the shops, 
priced £14.99, 
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Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 
e-mail:dnow@d-access.demon.co.uk 


Snowdon special award 


I am writing to express my dis- 
gust at the unprovoked attack 
on the Snowdon Award 
Scheme and Esther Rantzen in 
the article “Esther raises hack- 
les” (DN April). 

Your article wholly misses the 
point that during the past year 
more than 70 disabled students 
have been able to realise their 
ambition to attend college and 
university with financial help 
from the scheme, amounting to 
almost £100,000. 

In fact, since 1981, when the 
Earl of Snowdon first saw the 
need for this charity, more than 
600 students have been helped, 
many of whom now hold 
responsible positions. 

The students are the 
centrepiece of the annual 
award of certificates, not the 
special award recipient, as 
Esther readily acknowledged. 

The special award has no 
monetary value. It is merely an 
expression of Lord Snowdon’s 
appreciation for someone who 
has tried to improve the quality 
of life of those who are 
suffering. In his citation he said: 
“This year (my award) goes to 
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someone who has arguably 
broken almost every barrier in | 
the book in every field of 
disability. Through her skilled 
performances on television and 
with her wry and hard-hitting 
sense of humour, she has 
improved the lives of so many 
disabled people with her 
programmes such as That’s Life, 
to Childline, the charity she 
founded in 1986, one of 25 with 
which she is connected.” 

Who is this fellow Tom Shakes- 
peare? Like many organisations 
and individuals these days, he 
no doubt claims to represent 
disabled people when in reality 
he does no such thing. 

His sentiments and those of 
Richard Wood did not appear 
to be shared by the many 
disabled students who attended 
the event, most of whom 
expressed delight at meeting 
Lord Snowdon, his fellow 
trustees (who include Alf Morris, 
Sir John Hannam and Lord Jack 
Ashley) and Esther Rantzen. 
Andrew Farquhar 
Hon general secretary 
The Snowdon Award Scheme 
Horsham, West Sussex 


LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR 


ARTHRITIC 


KNEES 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE)/VARUS (BOW LEG) SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where 


the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


Knock Knee (Vaigus) Before Knock Knee (Valgus) After 


Knock Knee (Vaigus) Before Knock Knee (Vaigus) After 


A S NHS 
AZ | E098 


Manufactured and Supplied by 


ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


Telephone 01703 510770 


Fax 01703 510772 


I have left, 
with others, 
AGMs and 
other meetings 
| of the British 
Council of 

aot Disabled Peo- 
ple (BCODP) because they have 
been nothing more than the ric- 
ocheting of words in a philo- 
sophical vacuum. 

Vic Finklestein made a valid 
point (DN February) and one 
that I have felt strongly about 
for many a year. It is a debate 
that could only have been 
started by someone like him 
because BCODP not only 
cannot believe that the world is 
not as they see it, they do not 
command, in spite of Richard 
Wood’s claims (DN April), the 
public respect needed to lead. 

Yes, there were mistakes made 
by us early campaigners that 
with hindsight should not have 
been made. But the mistakes 
were not those of campaigning 
only adversarily and in 
isolation from those that 
govern. Also, we did not lack 
an agenda, nor dogmatically 
believe that because we had 
“expertise by experience” only 
we could provide the solution. 

To me, all anti-discrimination 
bills should be replaced with 
one bill of rights. But I know 
that this will never happen in 
the forseeable future. So we 
have to work with what we have. 

People have achieved things, 
albeit sometimes with the help 
of able-bodied people. They 
have taken on the establishment 


and made changes. Now, sadly, 
that battle is running out of 
steam or at best turning in upon 
itself. I second Vic’s motion. 
David Bailey 

Milton Keynes 


Vic Finkelstein has misinter- 
preted the editorial intentions 
behind the series, Inside Out. 
Film makers spend a lot of 
time looking into the worlds of 
other people. The intention of 
this series is to reverse the flow 
and enable disabled people to 
surprise, challenge and inform 
a wide audience. 

What matters is that the 
series makes compelling and 
significant television, rather 
than it is circumscribed by a 
narrow political correctness. 

Vic was invited to develop his 
aguments agains anti- 
discrimination legislation and 
declined. Tom Shakespeare’s 
arguments about genetic 
screening in “Ivy’s Genes” was 
no retreat from struggle but an 
effective way of forcing the 
audience to re-think an issue 
too often seen simplistically. 

Of course disabled people 
must also contribute to all 
debates on new and emerging 
issues. Why should this take 
place within a specialist 
strand? Surely the more radical 
approach is to work towards 
integrating disabled people’s 
perspectives in all our 
programmes, such as C4’s The 
People’s Parliament. 

Continuing this is an 
important part of the work for 


The movement steams on? 


our new disability consultant. 
Sylvia Hines 

Deputy commissiong editor, 
Education 

Channel Four Television, London 


I and many other disabled peo- 
ple agree with Vic Finkelstein 
wholeheartedly about the need 
to bring disabled people into 
mainstream issues so that they 
can work alongside non-dis- 
abled people to improve the 
quality of life for everyone. But 
how easy is it to turn this ideal — 
into reality? 

Disabled people have been 
denied access to mainstream 
society/issues for so long that 
we had to look at alternative 
ways of voicing our views, 
hence the emergence of 
national and local organis- 
ations of disabled people. 

For Finkelstein to suggest that 
such organisations have lost 
their vision for change in the 
past five years is, | feel, rather 
offensive to all those who have 
worked extremely hard for 
local access, community care, 
promoting the need for anti- 
discrimination legislation, etc. 

As for his comment that “the 
battle to establish the social 
model has been won”, what 
garbage. The Disability 
Discrimination Act ignores our 
right to use public transport. 
Has the medical profession 
accepted the social model, and 
how many disabled people 
know or understand it? 

Sid Jeewa 
Northampton 


Dreaming spires 


There was a grave omission in 
the city focus article by Sharon 
Mace (DN April). 

In Oxford, prospective 
students needing 24-hour 
physical support can apply to 
live in Taylor House, managed 
by the Cheshire Foundation. 

Thope when you “do” Camb- 
ridge, you include Bridget’s, the 
hostel for students with severe 
physical disabilities, managed by 


the Shaftesbury Society. 
Jenny Ferguson, Cambridge 


Pavement parking 


“Wheely bins” placed on the 
pavement are also an obstruc- 
tion which should not force 
people on to the road. 

If this is the case in your area, 
remind your local council and 
send a copy to the Highway 
Authority. 

Local authority safety officer 


With the Pioner Multi 


A tough, safe 16ft boat with a unique drop down bow. 
Capable of 30 Knots with a SOHP motor. Possible VAT 
exemption. For details of the boat and your nearest 


dealer contact: 


Caley Marina, Canal Road, Inverness. 
Tel: (01463) 236539, fax: 238323 


DN is no benefit 


Our subscriptions department 
was desolated to learn that the 
Benefit Enquiry Line “for peo- 
ple with disabilities”, run by 
the Benefits Agency (BA), is to — 
stop taking DN. “Our man- 
ager has decided we no longer 
require this publication so we 
do not wish to renew our sub- 
scription,” wrote June Smith 
(no signature). Have we said 
something? Is our information 
irrelevant? Or has the BA just 
run out of cash? 


Look good, feel good? 
The drinks firm Martini has 
been censured by the Advertis- 
ing Standards Authority over its 
latest advertisement, which tells 
viewers they have to have plastic 
surgery before they can “look 
good enough” to drink it. Mar- 
tini replies that it is satirising 
vanity. And we always thought 
satire was supposed to be subtle. 


Marigold Hope returns next 
month with her student diary. 
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Poverty takes over your whole life, 
shaping your future and your children’s’ 


‘Moraene Roberts believes families living in poverty should be given more than just handouts. They should be 
given a chance to express themselves. This article is taken from a speech given to the National Poverty 
Hearing organised by Church Action on Poverty on 19 March at Church House, Westminster in London. 


Poverty is part of my everyday 
life and I have no expectation 
of escaping the trap I am in. 

I live in a run-down estate in 
north London; I am divorced 
with three children; I am a lone 
parent living on income 
support; and I am registered 
disabled as I have arthritis, 
asthma and epilepsy. 

I used to experience poverty at 
low points, like when I first got 
ill and could not work. Then 
there were times in between 
when I could support myself. 

Poverty takes over your whole 
life, shaping your future and 
your children’s. 


Moraene Roberts with her son James, eleven 


I spent years struggling against 
its effects, living in damp 
conditions on an estate where 
burglary and personal attack 
were common. I was trying to 
get help for my older son who 
had special educational needs, 
feeling like a total failure. 

Finally, six years ago, I had a 
breakdown and became suicidal. 
A friend got in touch with ATD 
Fourth World, a charity that 
supports and empowers 
families living in poverty. 

Sharing experiences can help. 
People from diverse 
backgrounds and cultures fight 
together for their right to take 
an active part in society, to get 
recognition of their human 
rights, and to counter negative 
expectations of them. 

Many of the ATD families have 


been devastated and fragmented. 
These are the bravest, strongest 
people I have ever met. 

For all of us, living in poverty 
has meant giving up rights and 
choices. To get the right 
education for my elder son, I 
had to sign a form placing him 
in care in order to access the 
residential schooling budget. I 
felt guilty and humiliated. He 
felt abandoned and rejected 
and our relationship was 
permanently damaged. 

Another parent was advised 
to allow her child to be put on 
in “at risk” register to get a 
nursery place. I know families 
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with children in care who are 
shown what better off foster 
parents can offer their children 
and are then told if they really 
love them they will allow the 
fosterer to adopt. The law may 
not insist they agree to this, but 
poverty is a great persuader. 

Parents give the most 
nutritious food to the children 
while they eat bread, margarine 
and left overs. Some don’t eat 
much at all. Obesity and 
malnutrition are common. 

We cannot choose how to use 
our free time. We cannot afford 
the cost of public transport to 
reach free facilities. As for the 
arts, a seat at the opera can cost 
more than a week’s benefit. 

We have to accept low paid, 
exploitative work or lose out. A 
worker I know does 48 hours a 


week but still needs top up 
benefits to bring his family up 
to income support levels. 

We are judged by people who 
don’t understand the pressures. 
The authorities feel they can 
impose their own agendas. 

I got a letter telling me to 
attend the DSS office the 
following morning. When I 
phoned to say I had a hospital 
appointment, I was told that if 
I wanted my benefit I had 
better be there —I was. 

Families live in fear of 
withdrawal of benefits and of 
losing their children into care. 
Debts, illness, imprisonment for 
fines or escaping harrassment 
can leave us homeless, or 
without our children. 

There is a great reluctance to 
tell us our rights. Until last year 
I did not know I might be 
eligible for Disability Living 
Allowance. No one ever 
bothered to tell me. Forms and 
posters are no use to those who 
can’t read. 

No one asks our views. We see 
millions wasted on initiatives 
based on the advice of academics 
who have never lived in poverty. 
Service providers should do 
market research. Ask us before 
you decide policies and set targets 
which will affect our lives. 

The greatest lack in my life 
has been lack of education. It is 
a vital tool in the fight against 
poverty and should be freely 
available, for life. 

There should be priority in 
pre-schools for the children of 
illiterate, badly housed and 
impoverished parents. They 
need safe places to play and 
develop social and learning 
skills, so that they do not enter 
school already disadvantaged. 


Adult literacy and numeracy ~ 


classes must be available so that 
parents can contribute to their 
children’s education. 

Parents living in poverty want 
to be recognised as human. I am 
a lone parent, not an 
irresponsible one. I am disabled, 
not unable. I am unemployed, 
not unemployable. 

We are increasingly called the 
underclass. I believe we are 
undervalued and very much 
underestimated. 


ATD Fourth World, tel: 0171- 
703 3231 


With all the latest innovations in equipment and services aimed at 
improving the quality of life for disabled and elderly people, Naidex is 


the only event you need to visit this year. 


Whether you are an occupational therapist, physiotherapist, nursing 
home manager, NHS or local authority buyer- or more importantly use 


equipment yourself - Naidex will have something of interest for you! 


Naidex is more than an exhibition. For 1996, it features a new product 
showcase sponsored by Therapy Weekly, free on-floor seminars, a 


charity advice centre, the wheelchair test track and much more. 


To be sure you don't miss out on the purchasing opportunity of the 
year, fill in the coupon and post or fax it to us on 01844 218997, or 


simply call our ticket hotline for your free tickets. 


01844 262728 


new products e new technology e new developments 
nuidex I6 
midlands 21-23 May 1996 


National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham 


: Tel: _ _ _ DNmay ' 


Return the coupon to: Naidex 96, Reed Exhibition Companies, 
Oriel House, 26 The Quadrant, Richmond, Surrey TW9 1DL, 
Tel: 01844 262728. Fax: 01844 218997 
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Turning off the M1 on to 
Nottingham’s Alfreton Road, 
the cry goes up for breakfast. 
And so within minutes we are 
sat in the most bizarre roadside 
cafe I’ve ever seen, a scantily 
clad mannequin in the doorway, 
naked women painted around 
the walls anda full frontal 
calendar behind the till. 
Breakfast comes: coffees and 
huge plates awash with 
tomatoes, fried bread, eggs, 
bacon, sausages and white 
buttered bread on the side. 
“We should make this a 
regular stop,” laughs 
Australian technical director 
John Henderson. He is 
massively hung over and tucks 
into the fry-up with gusto. 
CandoCo isn’t always like 
this, I’m told; they’re now on 
holiday until the start of their 
UK and European tour on 19 
April. As a result, it was a late 


night all round, with John and 
dancer Kuldip Singh-Barmi 
(also known as Billy) checking 
out Sheffield’s Leadmill 
nightclub until the wee hours. 

But there is a serious side to 
the proceedings. The company 
has been in Sheffield to 
perform at the city’s Ponds 
Forge leisure centre and help 
launch a group called Within 
Reach, which introduces 
disabled and able-bodied 
students to dance. 

The company has been 
running workshops for a week, 
training 11 students to perform 
a 15-minute piece before the 
main show. 

It has, says director Adam 
Benjamin, been a tough week. 
“We work them very closely. 
Working like this really puts the 
performance on a knife edge.” 

It is also a hard life for the 
dancers. During the afternoon 


Kuldip Singh-Barmi (Jeff) and personal assistant Angela Adamson prepare to lift Jon French into the tour van 
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Sophia Carmen, Celeste 
Dandeker’s personal assistant, 
irons the outfits before the 
evening’s performance 


there is a session called 
“spacing” (where they get to 
know the spaces on the stage), 
a session called “class” (a slow 
movement warm up), then a 
full rehearsal. And we are not 
even near the performance yet. 

But one of the things you 
notice is how much fun they 
are having; it is a close-knit 
company. Led by Celeste 
Dandeker and Adam, it was 
formed out of a series of 
workshops in 1991. They still 
retain three original members, 
Jon French, Lea Parkinson and 
Helen Baggett. They were 
joined by Billy and, most 
famously, David Toole, the 
dancer with no legs who left 
the company last year to 
concentrate on solo work. 

“CandoCo is still very much a 
‘first generation’ company. We 
select dancers very carefully; it 
is about them as people. If 
there is one person who thinks 
they are more important than 
anybody else then it does not 
work,” says Adam. 

“The relationships that we 
have established on stage are a 
reflection of the relationships 
established off-stage.” 

There will be more changes in 
the summer, when Lea 
Parkinson leaves. He has a 
young family and wants to 
stop touring so much, but 
worries that staying in one 
place will not be compatible 
with remaining a dancer. They 
have just-held auditions, their 
first ever, for a replacement. 

As you would expect with a 
company that travels the 
world, they have got the 
mechanics of touring down to 
a fine art. Celeste and Adam 


A New Era in Environmental Control Technology 


View at NAIDEX on stand number 232 
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Nic Paton goes behind th 


always make sure in advance 
that accommodation and 
venues are accessible. In the 
UK, this means staying at 
accessible motorway hotels 
like Travel Inns rather than 
smaller B&Bs. It adds to the 
cost, but they refuse to split 
the company up. 


Carried up 

There can be problems, as 
technician Roger Kitsis recalls. 
“Sometimes we have had to 
take doors off loos and that 
sort of thing. One time, in 
Aberdeen, we found this really 
good restaurant. But it was on 
the second floor. So we just 
said sod it and carried 
everyone up. It was not that 
much of a compromise.” 

Travel too, has its 
compromises. The company 
used to travel in a van with a 
powered lift, but it kept 
breaking down. They now use 
a conventional van and just lift 
Jon in (Celeste normally goes 
by car or with Adam). The 
whole process takes seconds. 

Unlike the others, Jon did not - 
train as a dancer. “After my 
accident I was looking for 
something to do, something 
physical,” he says. 

“The workshops were 
advertised through Aspire’s 
mailing list. I thought, ooh, I 
could have a go. Up to then, I 
had always felt that, even when 
things were offered, they were 


r: Lea Parkinson (standing), Kuldip Singh-Barmi and Celeste Dandeker 
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more geared to paraplegic 
people. The company has got a 
real social element. We have a 
good time.” 

The UK tour starts in Oxford, 
moving around the country 
and Europe (see box). After a 
break in the summer, CandoCo 
will tour Brazil in November. 

In Sheffield though, it is 
about encouraging the novice 
student dancers. As they arrive, 
they gasp at the sight of the 
bare, low-lit stage. 

Penny Hargreaves, of Within 
Reach, has been working until 
two in the morning to get the 
stage ready. “I had worked 
with CandoCo a few years ago 
when they last came to 
Sheffield and I felt, wouldn’t it 
be great if the launch could be 
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The finished product: CandoCo’s UK and European tour starts on 19 April, followed by Brazil in the winter 


marked by a performance and 
residency,” she says as she 
dashes to the next “crisis”. 

Adam calmly puts them 
through their paces. As the 
clock ticks down, one of the 
disabled students, Sarah Ball, 
17, gets a fit of nerves. Adam 
gently takes her by the hand 
and leads her backstage, all the 
time murmuring advice. 

Later on, at a reception to 
launch Within Reach, she is 
ecstatic. “I liked it. But I did 
get tired, especially my arms. I 
was very nervous.” 


Importance of education 
For CandoCo, says Adam, this 
educational side is very 
important; it was, after all, 
how the company started. This 
tour is also crucial in taking 
them out from the shadow of 
David Toole. The company 
was successful before David, he 
points out. 

“David made a big impact, 
and rightly so. But he would be 
the first to acknowledge that 
he learnt about performance 
and being a professional 
performer here with us.” 

While disability remains 
important, it is not what 
CandoCo want to be known 
for exclusively, adds Celeste. 

“In the beginning there was a 
feeling that we should be doing 
work about disability, but we 
have never gone out to do that. 
That has never been of interest 
to us. But obviously it is political 
that we are on stage in the first 
place, that we are there.” 

It is simply about promoting 
and performing well-received 


ratory Theatre 


Stages Festival, - 


innovative dance, she says. 

As the van hits north London 
to do the rounds of dropping 
people off, the point is driven 
home when I ask Billy why he 
joined the company. Was he 
particularly interested in the 
idea of an integrated company? 

No, he just wanted to dance, 
he laughs. “I didn’t go out of 
my way to look for it. You 
should put that in. It gives it a 
much more interesting slant, 
don’t you think?” 


Within Reach, tel: (0114) 
2602337. 
CandoCo, tel: 0181-694 0903. 


Adam Benjamin (right) puts the 


students through their paces 
NIC PATON 
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Have a lowland fling 


So you think Edinburgh's just a big festival? Think again, writes Lothian journalist Dougie Herd. 


Scotland’s capital city is 
famous for its international 
festival, its military tattoo and 
Edinburgh Rock. Miss Jean 
Brodie had her “prime” in 
Edinburgh and Sean Connery 
(the real James Bond) delivered 
milk here before becoming 
“licensed to kill”. It’s the city 
of Trainspotting. Edinburgh is 
all these things and none of 
them. The only way to know 
more is by visiting. 

To get the best from 
Edinburgh you need two 
essentials: curiosity and good 
information. There are dozens 
of guide books, which is not 
surprising given that 
Edinburgh is second only to 
London as a UK tourist 
destination. 

Browse through a selection in 
your local bookstore and take 
your pick. Disabled visitors 
will need a copy of the 
excellent Access Guide 1995/96 
(available in standard or large 
print, braille, audio tape and 
IBM compatible disk) 
published by the Lothian 
Coalition of Disabled People, 
0131 555 2151 voice/minicom. 

The 235-page guide comes in 
nine sections, which are 
updated every two years. 
Information on almost 
anything of interest to disabled 
people can be supplied by the 
coalition’s information service, 
Grapevine, tel: 0131-555 4200 
(voice/minicom). 


From LEWIS 


Getting about 

Waverley, tel: 0131-556 2451, is 
Edinburgh’s main railway sta- 
tion, located in a valley formed 
by an ice-age glacier. Walking 
out is not easy. The Waverley 
Steps (all 96 of them) lead to 
Princes Street. Wheelchair 
users have a long push up the 
exit road or take a taxi (there 
are usually plenty). 

Edinburgh Airport is eight 
miles from the centre but the 
only taxis on its rank are saloon 
cars that are not wheelchair 
accessible. Nor are the airport 
buses. Thanks to the City 
Council, however, most of 
Edinburgh’s 1,000 other taxis 
are wheelchair accessible. 

The biggest companies are 
Radio Cabs, tel: 0131-225 
9000, Central, tel: 0131-229 
2468 and City Cabs, tel: 0131- 
228 1211. Edinburgh residents 
can apply for a taxicard, tel: 
0131-225 3858 which allows 
104 subsidised trips each year. 

There are no accessible, 
mainstream bus routes. Dial-a- 
Bus, tel: 0131-447 1718 offers a 
scheduled home to shopping 
centre service and Handicabs, 
tel: 0131-447 9949, provides 
dial-a-ride services. 


Sightseeing 

The “Old Town” is built 
around the volcanic core upon 
which sits Edinburgh Castle, 
tel: 0131-225 9846. It is almost 
wholly accessible — even the old- 


REED GROUP 


(incorporating Moreton Motor Co) 


v 


THE FASTEST GROWING FORCE IN TRANSPORT 
5 TO 15 SEAT WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 


The Lewis Reed Group are old established franchised 
dealers for both Nissan and Renault. We have our own in 
house conversion facilities, making us fairly unique in 
the motor industry, and enabling us to guarantee the 
highest quality of workmanship at the best price. Our 
services are nationwide, so for further information call 


PETER SCULLION — 


Cruiser Sales Manager. 


MAKING COMFORTABLE TRANSPORT AFFORDABLE 


LEWIS REED GROUP 

474 WOODCHURCH ROAD 
PRENTON 

MERSEYSIDE L43 0SE 
PHONE: 0151 608 9933 
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Bide is second only to Loita as a UK tourist Aon 


est, 11th Century, building. 
Being a castle on top of an old 
volcano, however, it gets steep 
in places. 

Disabled visitors can book an 
adapted vehicle to transport 
them from the gate to the 
summit. The Royal Mile 
contains much of historic 
Edinburgh and is worth a 
wander. It stretches from the 
castle to the Palace of 
Holyrood House, tel: 0131-556 


EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE 


7371, which is where the Queen 
stays when she’s in town. 
Holyrood (which is next to 
Arthur’s Seat, another extinct 
volcano) is partially accessible 
to wheelchair users. 

Edinburgh’s “New Town” is 
not that new. Its grid of 
Georgian streets was developed 
in the 18th Century. It’s a grand 
place to wander with shops, 
restaurants and plenty to retain 
your interest. 


Disability Arts Project 


@ As part of its commitment to the development 
and understanding of arts and disability, the Arts 
Council, in collaboration with the Regional Arts 
Boards, is offering bursaries for disabled led video 


productions. 


@ Bursaries will be given for artistically innovative 
and original proposals that deal creatively with arts 
subjects and issues arising from the arts activities of 


disabled people. 


Mi There are two types of bursaries available: 
Research and Development Awards possibly leading 
to Full Production Awards. The aim of R&D 
awards is to allow video-makers to prepare an 
application for a full award. Full awards aim to 


~ help finance the production of 15 minute videos. 
@ For application forms send a SAE marked 
Disability Arts Video Project to: The Arts Council 
of England, Film, Video and Broadcasting Dept, 14 
Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ. For further 
details contact Will Bell/Anne Sinclair. Tel: 0171 
973 6455. 


There are two deadlines. 

The closing date for the completed Research and 
Development applications is 6th September 1996. 
The closing date for the completed applications for 
full awards is 2nd December 1996. 


THE ARTS COUNCIL 
OF ENGLAND 


Shopping 

Edinburgh has an award win- | 
ning Shopmobility scheme, tel 
0131-225 9559, for Princes 
Street and 0131-317 1460 for | 
The Gyle. You couldn’t wish ~ 
for friendlier staff. 

Princes Street is the shopping 
address in Scotland. One mile } | 
long, it boasts Jenner’s 
(Scotland’s Harrod’s), two of | 
Edinburgh’s four branches of | 
Waterstone’s, Mark’s & é 
Spencer and the surreal 4 
Waverley Market which is full | 
of wacky sculptures. The street 
on a Saturday is not for the shy 
though. 

Perhaps the world’s ugliest 
building sits just off Princes 
Street’s east end. The St James” 
Centre is an excellent argument 
against concrete but houses |} 
good shops (including my \ 
favourite, John Lewis) and 
places to eat. Out-of-town 
shopping can be done at The 
Gyle, voted the most accessible} 
shopping complex in the first 
AccessAbility Awards last year, 
or at the Cameron Toll. | 

When there’s no wind blowing 
(Edinburgh can be the coldest | 
place in the universe when cag 
hit the River Forth), Leith Wal 
is a great place to wander andl 
browse. Start at Valvona and ~ 
Crolla, an Italian deli of mind-| 
blowing variety. Stroll downhill! 
past “secondhand” stores a 
selling almost anything that car 
fall off the back of a lorry, a 
great Chinese supermarket, an | 
Armenian tailor who stitches 
better suits than Armani and ~ 
more old furniture, book and — 
charity shops than anyone needs, 


4 


| 
Eating out 
These are some of my | 
favourites, though the Access 
Guide gives details of others. — 
The Raj, tel: 0131-553 3980, 4 
serves Bengali food in an g 
inviting restaurant in Leith. _| 
Reasonably priced with an | 
accessible toilet. Mamma’s, tel: 
0131-225 6464, is loud, brash, | 
friendly and fast. The best | 
pizza in town with an almost ‘ 
infinite combination of 
toppings (including haggis). 
The Atrium, tel: 0131-228 | 
8882, is simply one of the best | 
restaurants in Scotland. It’s not’ 
cheap but it is wonderful. Both — 
Loon Fung Cantonese ; 
restaurants are good. The 
original, tel: 0131-556 1781, is 
near the splendid Botanical 
Gardens. The second, tel: 0131 
229 S757, (one step and no 
accessible toilet), is in Grindlay 
Street, close to the theatres, 
concert hall and cinemas | 
around Lothian Road. 
Henderson’s (at The Traverse) 
offers vegetarian food in the 
basement bar of Scotland’s 
leading theatre of new writing. — 
Some of the best bistro food 
you will find anywhere is at 
The Shore Bar, tel: 0131-553 
Continued on page 24 
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IDN exclusive 


the shake-up of local councils 
) Scotland is threatening the 
liture of a leading Edinburgh 
iisability charity. 

)District councils in Scotland, 
von, Cleveland, Humberside, 
| Jorth Yorkshire, and Wales 
ere merged into new super or 
anitary” councils on 1 April. 
Disability groups across the 
puntry fear this will mean 
naos and cuts in vital services 
DN April). 

Bill Fisher, co-ordinator with 


sp charity to 
shange name 


cottish cerebral palsy charity 
‘he Scottish Council for Spas- 
‘cs changes its name on 26 

pril to Capability Scotland. 
The 50-year-old charity, based 
1 Edinburgh, runs schools, 
nops and other services 
hroughout Scotland. 

\The launch will include a new 
bgo and image for the charity, 
ill a closely guarded secret. 
Deputy director Alan Dickson 
tid the move, similar to the 
lame change of Scope from The 
loastics’ Society in 1994, was an 


‘tempt to move away from the 
erogatory connotations of the 
ord “spastic”. 

“Tt is really a catalyst to allow 
s to express ourselves from a 
etter platform.” 

Cunning linguists will note 
iat the new name includes the 
‘tters “c” and “p” to denote 
2rebral palsy. 

‘An £80,000 advertising 
ampaign over two years aims 
) raise the charity’s profile. 


idinburgh Castle is fully accessible and hosts festival events such as the world-famous Edinburgh Tattoo 
)bove). This year is the festival’s 50th anniversary. Events include an exhibition celebrating 50 years of the 
jringe and a circus workshop, plus a signed performance of the opera Ines de Castro. It runs from 11- 

| August. Details, Edinburgh International Festival, tel: 0131-226 4001 and Fringe, tel: 0131-226 5257. 


the Lothian Coalition of 
Disabled People, said the 
charity’s future funding, which 
includes the Grapevine 
information line (see left), had 
still not been finalised, though 
negotiations were continuing. 

The new authority has only 
agreed one month’s interim 
funding, to give negotiators a 
breathing space while the deals 
are bashed out. 

“We are in a position of 
uncertainty at the moment. 
There is a good chance that the 
voluntary sector will be 
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Post our coupon today for further information 


EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 


shake-up threatens 
othian Coalition 


decimated by this, not only in 
Scotland but in England and 
Wales,” said Mr Fisher. 

Meanwhile, the post of 
disability equalities officer 
within the new authority is to 
be abolished, with its 
responsibilities merged into a 
bigger department. 

Graeme Fairbrother, who held 
the post within Edinburgh 
District Council, is to become 
an equal opportunities officer. 
This means his job will have a 
wider remit and he will have to 
cover a larger physical area. 


A DIVISION OF 


THE HELPING HAND COMPANY 
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Edinburgh nights 


DN diarist Marigold 


the city’s teeming nightlife 


Edinburgh is a city teeming with 
people at night, all out to enjoy 
its abundance of clubs, pubs, 
theatre, comedy and cinema. 

Unfortunately, most of it is a 
nightmare as far as access goes. 
If you do get into a place, the 
chances are that you won’t be 
able to get to the loo as well. 

Much merry-making takes 
place in The Grassmarket, with 
its line of pubs. I think Busy 
Biddy Mulligans has the best 
atmosphere. In the summer, the 
beer garden at the Pear Tree 
Pub is good, though those with 
mobility problems will have to 
let friends get their drinks. The 
staff compete to carry the 
tallest stack of glasses; cheers 
go up when they smash! 

New bars include The Iguana, 
with its cool decor, music and 
cocktail pitchers, the more 
monochrome City Café Two 
and Negociants. This has 
yummy but expensive food 
upstairs while DJs often play 
dub music downstairs. A 
brilliant after-club café off the 
Royal Mile is the beautiful 
French-style Florentines, which 
is open until 2am at weekends. 

I have yet to find a club I’m 
desperate to go to in 
Edinburgh. I had an interesting 
time at The Music Boxe’s 
gothic night. While on 
Cowgate at the cheap Wide 
Awake Club, I’ve enjoyed the 
cheesy seventies music. A really 
cheap night can be had at 


A NEW CONCEPT FOR 
POSTURAL MANAGEMENT 
AT HOME 


It is recognised by therapists that people who are unable to move well can be at risk of developing an unconventional body shape. 
The therapeutic management of a symmetrical posture is recommended in the effort to prevent these problems. 


In a typical domestic environment there is limited space for equipment for postural management. 


Our amazing new SYMMETRIKIT TILT CHAIR combines the functions of our standard chairs with a tilt mechanism which allows the 
chair to be used for many positions, including:- 


Hope on 


Century 
2000, that’s 
if you like 
something 
reminiscent 
of a giant French discotheque 
with its pounding dance music 
and only a pound to get in on 
Wednesdays. 

A much less studenty place is 
the Mambo Club at Tollcross. 
Even with its dodgy red decor, 
it plays good world music and 
reggae upstairs. Live jazz at the 
Cellar Bar is great for chilling 
to. I also loved the night of 
jungle music at The Venue’s 
Inner Sense. Most music tastes 
are catered for in Edinburgh, 
even if access isn’t. 

I’ve started many a Friday 
night by going to Edinburgh 
University’s own and 
outstandingly good “Whose 
line is it anyway night” at the 
Bedlam Theatre. 

Edinburgh also has two really 
good cinemas. Aside from the 
wide range of British and 
foreign films on show, The 
Cameo is renowned for its sofa 
seats and two accessible 
screens. The Odeon on South 
Clarke Street shows some films 
with “star lit” ceilings. Other 
cinemas include the 12-screen 
UCI, which is accessible, and 
The Filmhouse, which has one 
accessible screen. 

Somehow, | don’t think I'll 
ever run out of things to do at 
night in Edinburgh. 


seeeneees 
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Have a lowland fling 
Continued from page 22 


5080. It’s popular, particularly 
for Sunday lunch. There are 
plenty such places to choose 
from though: The Waterfront, 
tel: 0131-554 7427, Malmaison, 
tel: 0131-555 6969, and the 
ubiquitous Pierre Victoire, tel: 
0131-555 6178. 

Fish and Chips can be bought 
anywhere. Harry Ramsden’s, 
tel: 0131-551 5566, serves a 
theme park version at its 
Newhaven mega-chippie. More 
traditional servings can be 
bought at the Montgomery 
Street Fry at the top of Leith 
Walk. (A warning: in Edinburgh 
we expect sauce on our chips; 
it’s brown and probably rocket 
fuel. Ask if you want vinegar.) 


Entertainment 

Outside festival time, Edinburgh 
has eight theatres with desig- 
nated seating for wheelchair 
users. The Royal Lyceum, tel: 
0131-229 9697, has at least one 


G&M 


COACHWORK 


DEVON 


VEHICLES FOR THE DISABLED 
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signed performance and audio 
description. The Traverse, tel: 


0131-228 1404, has two theatres 


mixing new, “experimental” or 
first performances and is com- 
mitted to new writing. 

It holds free performances 
and readings, monthly cabaret 
evenings, writers’ workshops 
and conferences. All this and 
the longest bar in Edinburgh. 

The Festival Theatre, tel: 
0131-529 6000, is Edinburgh’s 
newest with one of the 
country’s largest stages for 
opera, musicals, theatre and 
ballet. It also has the world’s 
slowest lift, so arrive early. 

The Usher Hall, tel: 0131-228 
8616, presents classical music. 
It’s accessible but the 
designated seats are not well 
located. The best thing to do is 
close your eyes, breathe deeply 
and soak up the rich sounds of 
whatever drew you there. The 
Queen’s Hall, tel: 0131-668 
2019, caters mostly for 
classical, jazz, and folk tastes. 
There’s a good cafe and bar. 


CAR AND LIGHT VAN CONVERSIONS FOR THE 
FAMILY. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY PLUS 
3-6 SEATS. A SELECTION OF NEW OR GOOD 

USED VEHICLES BUILT TO SUIT YOUR 

INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS. FOR ADVICE ON 


CONVERSIONS, MOTABILITY & VAT EXEMPTION 
ONTACT: DAVID VOOGHT, TEL: 01803 812260 


|G] SCANDINAVIAN MOBILITY 


ELECTRIC 
MOBILITY Jz 


Dealer network throughout the United Kingdom 


Please arrange: C) Free Demonstration ) Free Colour Brochure 


ADDRESS 


POST CODE 


Disabilitynow May 1996 


Designed 
for greater 
comfort 


Thoughtful design and outstanding 
adjustability makes the highly 
specialised Rea Comfort the ideal 
choice for the disabled and 


carer alike. 


For details of the full range of 
Scandinavian Mobility wheelchairs 
please complete and return the 


coupon below. 


Electric Mobility Euro Ltd, 
Sea King Road, Lynx Trading Estate, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2NZ 


DisNow/SM/01/96 


The Playhouse, tel: 0131 557 
2590, presents shows like 
“Cats” or “Phantom of the 
Opera”. It’s also the main 
venue for rock’n’roll names 
who don’t do stadium gigs. 
Wheelchair users beware, take 
a telescope! 

Edinburgh has plenty of pubs. 
Rose Street (parallel to Princes 
Street) is the site of a notorious 
and probably impossible 
challenge. Starting at the east 
end, in The Abbotsford, take 
one drink then move to the 
next pub. There is a mile of 
them. It’s not a good idea but 
every year (during Five Nations 
Rugby) loads of lads are daft 
enough to try and drink 
themselves right to the end. 

The Fiddler’s Arms in The 
Grassmarket is good but small, 
with music while you drink. 
Platform One at the 
Caledonian Hotel is bigger. 
Bennet’s is crowded and cosy: 
great for a drink after a show 
at The King’s Theatre, tel: 
0131-220 5955. 


Sport 
There are two professional 
football teams: Heart of Mid- 


SPECIALISTS IN 
WORLDWIDE 
TRAVEL 
FOR THE 
DISABLED 


or write to: 


ATS Travel is a member of ASTA, one of 
the largest travel associations in the world. 
Furthermore, ATS Travel are retail agents for 

ATOL holders and ALL our holidays are 


FULLY BONDED 
MEMBER 


ASH 


Don't take chances 
Tel: 01708 863198 


ATS Travel, ATS House, 1 Tank Hill Road 
Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


lothian, tel: 0131-337 6132, and 
Hibernian, tel: 0131-661 2159. 
Both have areas for wheelchair 
users. International rugby (and 
the occasional rock concert) 
can be enjoyed at Murrayfield, 
tel: 0131-346 5000, with 100 
spaces for wheelchair users. 
The Royal Commonwealth 
Pool, tel: 0131-667 7211 and 
Meadowbank Athletics 
Stadium, tel: 0131-661 5351, 
were built for the 1970 
Commonwealth Games. They 
are accessible to wheelchair 
users and offer facilities for 
swimmers and athletes with 
disabilities. Musselburgh Race 
Course, tel: 0131-653 2083, is 
six miles from the city centre. 
Finally, if you have to choose 
only one time to visit, do not 
miss the festival in August/ 
September. First celebrated in 
1947, it is the largest arts 
festival in the world. Normal 
rules of human behaviour do 
not apply during its three to 
four-week run and Edinburgh 
becomes indescribable, 
unimaginable and impossible. 


Thanks to Sandra Aitchison at 
Grapevine. 


Book your 
holidays with 
confidence 


American society 
of Travel Agents 


Integrity in Travel 


Hot stuff: the National Association for Bikers with a Disability will be at the Scottish Mobility Roadshoy 


Take the 
high road... 


The 1996 Scottish Mobility 
Roadshow will be from 24-26 
May at the Royal Highland 
Centre, Ingliston (near Edin-_ 
burgh Airport), write Nic 
Paton and Inez Visser. 
The 1994 show attracted ; 
7,000 people and the 
organisers, Disability Scotland 
are hoping for 10,000 this year. 
The charity will be 
demonstrating its CD-ROM 
database of aids, equipment, 
holidays, transport, 
employment, leisure and 
voluntary organisations. 


Electric Mobility’s battery-pow 
ered golf cart will be on show 


At the site there will be two ~ 
exhibition areas totalling 6,000 
square metres, an outdoor 
green where cars will be 
exhibited and a test track. 

On the test track, the Drivers 
Vehicle Licensing Authority 
will provide a “licence check” 
to see whether you have the 
best licence for your needs. 

Look out too for the Nationa 
Association for Bikers With a — 
Disability. The group now has_ 
more than 1,500 members and 
will be at the show to give 
bikers advice on licensing, 
insurance and training. 

The manufacturer Electric 
Mobility will also be at the 
show, demonstrating a range of 
products, including its battery- 
powered golf cart for disabled 
and able-bodied enthusiasts. 


Details, tel: 0131-229 8632 
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t’s good to talk 


In its first ten years, the DN counselling line has been a lifeline for many, says Lin Berwick 


The DN counselling line was 
set up in 1986 in response to a 
suicide note from someone 
with cerebral palsy (cp) saying 
he had taken his life because he 
had no one to talk to. 

Thanks to training with the 
Westminster Pastoral 
Foundation, my disabilities (cp 
and blindness) and being a 
Methodist local preacher, I 
seemed to be right for the job. 

It has been my privilege to 
speak to nearly two thousand 
callers. Often I cannot change 
their lives, but it is important 
they know someone cares. 
Sometimes I have been able to 
help transform negative 
situations into positive ones. 

The admission of comedian 
Bernard Manning as a registered 
counsellor by the British 
Association for Counselling may 
have undermined peoples’ belief 
in the values of counselling. But 
talking is often the first step to 
recovery. 

Our calls cover the UK and 
the Republic of Ireland and 


come from all sectors of society. 


I hear the familiar problems of 


THE WUSSAN @& pe Wes oa. 


Y eCrTrsa "so" 


loneliness, sexuality, grief, 
bereavement, marital 
breakdown, body image, 
community care, fear, anger 
and how to cope with life after 
a sudden accident or illness has 
caused profound disability. 
Many carers find the DN line 
a lifeline when they feel they 
have lost their individuality and 
are unable to cope. Sometimes I 
am able to alleviate their stress 
by helping them realise they are 
not superhuman and have their 
own needs too. This may simply 
mean seeking respite care. 
Although the line is scheduled 
to operate for eight hours a 
week, calls do come in at any 
time when people feel the need 
to talk. I find it hard to refuse 
to take a call. I have had many 
a ruined meal and taken calls at 
three o’clock in the morning, 
like the man from Northern 
Ireland who had become 
disabled by an IRA bomb. It 
wrecked his marriage and 
altered his personality. He was 
suicidal when he called, but I 
managed to give him enough 
heart to get through the night. 


xperience the magnificent range 

of wheelchair access vehicles 

from the Widnes Car Centre 
and discover just how enabling they are 
and how comfortable travelling can be. 


The RENAULT TRAFIC VERSA offers well 


proven practicality and reliability. Just look around and it 


Lin Berwick has advised nearly two thousand callers in ten years 


He rang two weeks later to say 
he was still with us and that I 
had given him the will to live. 
There was also the man from 
Loughborough with leg injuries 
and defective eyesight, taking a 
degree in anthropology at the 
Open University. His funding 
ceased at the end of his first 
year and he phoned to ask 
about alternative sources. I 


suggested contacting 
Loughborough College 
External Courses. He said he 
had no faith in government 
controlled colleges, but I 
persuaded him to get an 
interview. He phoned three 
days later and I was thrilled 
because they had arranged for 
him to continue the course as 
an external student. 


won’t be long before you see one driving by; such is the popularity of these vehicles. Choose from the 2.2i Petrol at £12,895 or 2.1 Diesel at £13,195. 


The NISSAN VANETTE VERSA is the newest in our range and offers an outstanding combination of style, comfort and design innovations for the 
wheelchair passenger. Priced at £12,895 for a 2.3 Diesel with power steering. 


The RENAULT EXTRA VERSA, although the smallest in our fleet, offers a “big vehicle” range of design features to make travelling more enjoyable. 
1.9 Diesel at £10,695 or a 1.4i Petrol at £11,195. 


Available in either unleaded petrol or diesel versions. 


Ww 


1* choice for nursing homes, charitable organisations, 


community transport and families alike. 


W 


Special COMFORT PACK options include sunroofs, 


Kenwood RDS security stereo/radio cassette 


with 4 speakers, remote control sonic alarm, 


3 years National Breakdown Cover 


VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, 


WAS8 7AL. 


Tel: 0151 420 2000 
Fax: 0151 495 1382 


Certificate Number FS 33479 


plus THE NEW 
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he latest exciting addition to our range is the new 

Versa Cab. Watch out for these Wheelchair 

Friendly Taxis after January ‘96 and if your local 
taxi firm hasn’t ordered one yet, show them this ad. 
They’ll quickly see how they can have the edge over their 
competition if they can supply the needs of the vast 
wheelchair users market. Don’t struggle - demand a 
wheelchair friendly taxi. Prices from £16,300 on the road. 


Then there was the lady from 
Kent, struggling with poor 
housing, coping with disability 
and a claim for compensation. 
She needed a lot of moral 
support, but won through and is 
now beginning to rebuild her life 
and planning to move house. 

I had many calls from a lady 
in Edinburgh with mobility 
problems, who needed a 
wheelchair, and eventually 
persuaded the hospital to supply 
one through her GP. This 
transformed her social life. 

There are long-term callers 
who need regular support. One 
woman has become a firm 
friend and in the past ten years 
has developed enormously on 
an emotional level and is much 
happier with life. 

A few callers expect me to be a 
human phone book with instant 
access to every possible kind of 
information. Sometimes I have 
to admit temporary defeat, 
although I promise to find out. 

It is not DN’s policy to call 
clients back, but in crisis 
situations we make an 
exception. The price of a call is 
much cheaper than the average 
counselling session. 

The line is sponsored by BT 
and our callers have proved that 
their advertising slogan is true: 
it is “good to talk”. 


For days and times to contact 
Lin, see page 32. 


Wipes 
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WHEELCHAIR 
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AVAILABLE 


All conversions subject to 
Appendix B of “RELIEF 
FROM VAT” as amended 
in the 1993 Acts. Including 
delivery, number plates 
and assumes exemption 
from road fund license. 
Full range of NISSAN 
CARS available on 
MOTABILITY FINANCE 


RENAULT 


f/ otability 


Contact 
Howard Samuels for a 
full information pack. 


Monday - Friday 
9.00am - 5.30pm 
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Life lessons 


Alison Miller talks to Holly Williams, 
fourteen-year-old author of Animal High 


If there has been one thing 
lacking in Holly Williams’ edu- 
cation so far, it is positive dis- 
abled characters in fiction. 

“T haven’t read a really good, 
funny book about disabled 
people,” she says. “There 
should definitely be more.” 
Not one to sit back and 
complain, Holly has done her 
best to rectify the situation. 

Animal High* is a children’s 
story about a school for disabled 


Igor: the courage of 
Chernobyl’s child 
By Jane Warren 
£9.99 Boxtree. 

From bookshops. 


This is the true tory of a ten- 
year-old Byelorussian boy, born 
with foreshortened legs and a 
missing arm, after the world’s 
worst nuclear disaster in the 
former Soviet Union. 

I met Igor at his foster parents’ 
house in Farncombe, Surrey. 

A cub scout who enjoys 
swimming and horse riding, he 
scuttles about demonstrating 
his kung-fu pose, and showing 
off his Baywatch floating aid. 

Igor’s mother had radiation 
sickness while pregnant. He 
spent the first seven years of his 
life in a home for disabled 


and non-disabled animals. Based 
on personal experience, it 
tackles issues such as bullying, 
prejudice and the environment 
with humour and maturity. 

Holly, who has cerebral palsy, 
wrote the book in the hope that 
it would educate able-bodied 
children about disability. 

She used to go to a school for 
children with disabilities but now 
mixes with able-bodied young 
people and is a firm believer in 
the importance of integration. 

“If you’re going to change 
attitudes, you should start with 
children.” 

But the buck doesn’t stop 
there. Holly thinks disabled 
people should take responsibility 
for their lives. “It’s not helping 
prepare disabled children for 
the big world if they’re 
wrapped up in cotton wool.” 

Holly believes what disabled 
people need most is 
recognition. “People should 
respect them for who they are 
and not just their disabilities.” 

Holly’s family were recently 
awarded £1.5 million damages 


children, after being rejected at 
birth by parents who assumed 
he was brain damaged. 

In a society where disabilities 
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The write stuff: teenage author Holly Williams 


for the accident at birth which 
caused Holly’s disability. 

I asked her mum, Gill, what 
they intend to do with the money. 
“We’re moving to a bigger 
house where Holly will have her 
own en suite bathroom. I’d like 
her to be more independent.” 

Independence means a lot to 
Holly. The character she most 
identifies with in Animal High 


are feared, it was easy to 
abandon a child like him. 

But, unlike most of the 
children in the home, Igor was 
not brain damaged. Doctors 
lied about his age so that he 
didn’t have to enter a mental 
institution when he was four. 

Despite serious shortages, 
staff were kind to the children. 

Victor Mizzi, founder of the 
charity Chernobyl Children 
Life Line, brought Igor to 
England to get an artificial 
arm. 

The charity usually brings 
children from the region over for 
holidays with British families. 

For the past two years Igor has 
been living with foster parents 
Barbara and Roy Bennett, who 
he calls mum and dad. He has 
also attended school, learnt 


is a squirrel called Samantha. 
Why? “She’s really determined to 
get out and do what she wants.” 

Holly wants to carry on 
writing, moving on to adult 
novels eventually. For now, she 
is concentrating on another 
book of animal tales. 


* £6.95 from Chailey Heritage 
School, tel: (01825) 722112 


English, been given special 
platform shoes and a number 
of artificial arms, and featured 
in a television documentary. 

His visa, which expires in two 
years, may be extended if he 
requires further treatment. 

The portrayal of the disaster 
in the book and its aftermath is 
stark and shocking. Ten years 
later there are estimates of up to 
one million impaired children 
amid the scarred landscape. 

Couched in unfortunate 
language, which may put some 
people off, this “triumph over 
tragedy” account still depicts a 
wider situation where pain and 
suffering are real. 

Rod Hermeston 


Chernobyl Children Life Line, 
tel: (01428) 642523 


ADVICE - personal and confidential help service 
FRIENDSHIP - through local groups 


Benerts - ferry and other cost concessions 


HOLIDAYS - provision and advice 


a CAMPAIGNS - local and national action 
INFORMATION & "Magic Carpet" magazine 
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This Volker Home 
Nursing Bed from 
BaKare Beds is fully 


adjustable to ‘Sit U up’ 


touch of a 
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at the 
button, and 
motorised height 
adjustment to ' stand 
‘U' up’, or for Nursing. 


Book news 


Before Alpha: learning 
games for the under fives by 
Bevé Hornsby offers practi- 
cal, fun teaching methods for 
pre-school children of all 
abilities. It is intended for 
teachers, social workers and 
dyslexia therapists. £10.99 
from Souvenir Press, 43 Great 
Russell Street, London WC1B 
3PA, tel: 0171-580 9307. 


A new edition of The Com- 
munity Care Handbook: the 
reformed system explained 
by Barbara Meredith con- 
tains an overview of the 
progress of the reforms and 
discusses how the system 
has developed. £12.95 from 
Age Concern, 1268 London 
Road, London SW16 4ER, 
tel: 0181-679 8000. 


Poet Andrew Waterman is 
registered blind with partial 
vision. His latest book The 
End of the Pier Show 
(above) contains lyrics, ele- 
gies, satirical and reflective 
poems. £8.95 from Carcanet 
Press Ltd, 402-406 Corn 
Exchange, Manchester M4 
3BY, tel: 0161-834 8730. 


Pendragon by Dudley 

V Kitching is an auto- 
biography. Dudley, a 
wheelchair user, was born 
just after the First World 
War, spent most of his life in 
institutions and became a 
journalist. £7.50 inc p&p 
from Robert Girling, 12 Elm 
Row, Selkirk, Scotland 

TD7 4EU. 


DON'T BELIEVE YOUR EYES ! 


This is a Multifunctional Nursing Bed with height adjustment. 


Unit 17, Beil Park, Bell Close, Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH. Tel :01 752 34 22 22 
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Michael Turner 
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It’s something 
of a mystery to 
think how peo- 
ple in the film 
industry can 
spend so much 
time and 
money on a movie without 
someone saying “hang on, this 
is a load of rubbish. Can’t we 
do something better?” 

An even greater mystery is 
how sequels to such movies get 
made. Lawnmower Man 2: 
beyond cyberspace (on general 
release) is a case in point. 

Based on a Stephen King 
novel, the original Lawnmower 
Man, was released in 1992 and 
told the story of Jobe, a man 
with learning difficulties whose 
intelligence was boosted in 
experiments using virtual 
reality carried out by the 
scientist whose lawn he mowed. 

Jobe (Matt Frewer) became 
disabled in the explosive 
conclusion to the first film. The 
sequel has him as an evil genius 
working on a gizmo that will 
force everybody to live in 
cyberspace. 

As a disabled character, Jobe 
is cliché ridden. He is literally 


Virtual rubbish 


The grass isn’t always greener: Matt Frewer in Lawnmower Man 2 


confined to a chair at a 
computer terminal and spends 
his time in cyberspace. 


At one point he tells a female 
scientist, “Out here people just 
see half a person. In there I can 


> 


make people see what I want.’ 

Frewer’s performance is just 
as devoid of originality, being 
simply a reprise of the Max 
Headroom character he made 
famous on Channel 4 in the 
mid ’80s. 

Jobe is confined to the chair 
by an equally evil and clichéd 
corporation boss, Walker, who, 
we learn, has delayed supplying 
him with prothseses in order to 
exploit his computer talents to 
the full. Walker sums up the 
situation saying, “You’re just a 
deaf and dumb cripple without 


Exactly why the genius Jobe is 
ignorant of innovations such as 
the powered wheelchair is never 
explained, and the plot plods 
predictably along with the 
“good” scientist (Patrick 
Bergin) thwarting Jobe and 
Walker with the help of an 
obnoxiously clever gang of 
techno-brats. 

The inevitable triumph of 
good over evil also leads to an 
unsurprising redemption for 
Jobe. This is, of course, 
accompanied by a return to his 
original intelligence and 
innocence. 


See Me! 


This art exhibition at the Sci- 
ence Museum, London until 30 
June, is something that will 
develop and be of importance 
to other museums and galleries. 

The information sheet and 
newsletter bear “See Me!” in 
large, clear words followed by 
the same in braille, then in 
makaton symbols. 

A careful read of the literature 
is essential. It says: “Every 
exhibition in the Science 
Museum is aimed at every 
visitor who comes into the 
museum. See Me! is no 
different. Whoever you are and 
whatever your interests See Me! 
has something to offer. However 
See Me! is described as an 
exhibition for and about visitors 
with special needs and why and 
how this has been done.” 

It did not take long to realise 
that every visitor is a personal 
“me” whatever their needs. The 
exhibition is attracting groups 
of visitors of all ages and 
practical sessions are planned. 

Located in the Picture Gallery, 
it has an induction loop and 
the works of art are hung ata 
level accessible for wheelchair 
users. Every item is labelled in 
the three formats in informal 
language. 


When visits are pre-booked, 
there are staff available and a 
box of fascinating handling 
objects. These include 
costumes to don and 
everything has a link with 
objects in the exhibition. 
Clocks made at an early 


See me, feel me, touch me: inter- 
active art at the Science Museum 


practical session are displayed 
around a famous picture 
“Huygens in Clockmakers 
Shop”. Each one bears a photo 
of the child who made it. 

There is much more planned 
and I intend to join a group 
visit in order to enjoy it all fully. 

Gioya Steinke 


Tel: 0171-938 8101 for details 


Theatre 


Oedipus 
Needs Help 


(Diorama Arts Centre, London 
until 11 May) 

Jonathan Neale was asked to 
write a play for blind actor 
John Wilson Goddard’s com- 
pany Vital Experience with one 
proviso — it must have a strong 
role for a blind actor. 

Having worked with Wilson 
Goddard before on another 
play with a Greek setting, it 
didn’t take Neale long to come 
up with Oedipus — and that 
immediately suggested Freud. 

Neale has woven a fascinating 
tale which straddles ancient 
and modern worlds, examining 
families and abuse, collaboration 
and Nazi Germany, and the 
search for truth. 

A play built around Oedipus 
and Freud suggests dysfunctional 
family life. But Neale extends 
this to discredit Freud’s famous 
complex, and examine how fear 
of an abusive parent or state can 
make cowards of us all. 

Starting with why Laius and 
his family were cursed, the play 
moves on to when the blinded 
Oedipus (Wilson Goddard) is 
forced into exile, guided by his 
daughter Antigone. Then we 
meet up with Freud (Barry 


Shannon) and the mature 
Oedipus who has come looking 
for answers. Basically, how 
culpable was he as a child, in the 
events that unfolded? Questions 
are raised: who knew what? 
When? And why did people 
refuse to believe the evidence? 

Having an actor with the same 
impairment as the character is a 
bonus. It brings truth and 
realism to the role. While there 
were times when unfamiliarity 
with the space made us aware 
of Wilson Goddard as himself, 
on the whole it was a strong 
performance as was Barry 
Shannon’s. The rest of the cast, 
though good, seemed too young 
to be playing the gravitas of 
Greek tragedy. 

Yvonne Lynch 


Video top five 


1. BRAVEHEART (Fox Guild): 
Oscar winning Highland fling. 


2: MORTAL COMBAT (First Inde- 


pendent): Video game violence. 


3. CASPER (CIC): Spooky tale 
of a friendly ghost. 


4. DIE HARD WITH A VENGEANCE 
(Touchstone): Bruce Willis 
cheats mortality again. OD 


5. WATERWORLD (CIC): Cost- 
ner’s epic spending spree. O 


Chart supplied by MIRB 


Television 


Chris Davies 
SES a TTS 


Last month 


wasn't excep- 
tional, so it’s 
really just a 
matter of com- 
menting on the 
state of play. 
Link (ITV 24 March) devoted 
a programme to its 21st 
anniversary. There are few 


programmes that can claim the 
same consistency of excellence. 
For the length of time, 
though, there are bound to be 
peaks and troughs, and Link 
occasionally marches on the 
spot. But in its current state 
with presenter Mark Todd, 
studio interviews and more 
than one film per programme, 


. Link is at its strongest. It’s a 


shame that it has clashed with 
See Hear for so long in its 
schedule, but Iam told this will 
change later in the year. 

A new look Sign On (Ch4) 
returned on 30 March. Its design 
has improved and it no longer 
has the monthly rotational 
wings of the programme 
(Newswatch, Deafworld etc). 
This worked only in theory as 
one of the wings depended on 
viewers’ feedback as a 
foundation. I suspect this was 
not always useful. 

Incidentally, although I still 
prefer Sign On to See Hear, ’'m 
happy to report that in the 
latter’s chatshow, just after my 
last column, the presenter and 
his guests were sign language 
users. So my comments last 
month need to be qualified: See 
Hear is for people with all 
kinds of hearing impairments. 
Sign On is mainly for people 
who identify themselves as 
Deaf with a capital D. 

My Radio Times did not tell 
me that a particular edition of 
How Do They Do That? 
(BBC1) was to look into sign 
language interpretation of the 
opera, so it was lucky that I 
happened to be watching. 

The way this item was begun 
was totally contrary to deaf 
culture. They talked purely to 
an interpreter about the 
benefits of sign language. 
Thankfully, the person they 
picked, Wendy Ebbsworth, 
persuaded the programme 
makers to widen the item to 
explain sign language generally 
and include John Wilson from 
Shape, the disability arts 
organisation. Even though 
some of the questions asked of 
John were verging on stupid, at 
least deaf people were 
eventually a part of this item. 
Interpreters are facilitators, not 
to be dismissed, not to be 
overlooked, but definitely not 
the first source of contact in 
deaf matters. 
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Fire in their bodies 


A “confident” disability movement must take on board women’s experiences of impairment, argues Jenny Morris 


Some years ago, I gave a paper 
at a meeting attended by dis- 
abled and non-disabled aca- 
demics, organised by 
professors Mike Oliver and 
Len Barton. After some resis- 
tance, they had agreed that one 
session should be about issues 
of concern to disabled women. 

I argued that, while it was 
vital to focus on disabling 
attitudes and social barriers 
(the social model of disability, 
described by Vic Finkelstein in 
DN February), we also needed 
to explain our experience of 
impairment. If we did not, then 
the medical profession would 
continue to do it for us — 
bolstering the idea that 
impairment is so awful our lives 
are not worth living. 

In the tea break, Vic Finkelstein 
took me aside and told me I 
must not talk about such things 
in front of non-disabled people. 
It would confirm their 
assumption that our impairment 
is the problem rather than the 
way society excludes us and 
discriminates against us. 

He has a point. The social 
model of disability has been a 
liberating force for us and the 
separation of disability from 
impairment has been crucial in 
our fight for civil rights legislation. 

If we start talking about pain, 
the daily grind of feeling ill and 
exhausted, and the feelings of 
loss, then non-disabled people 
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Firing off a protest outside the Tate Gallery last year matco.m watson 


may well turn round and say, 
“Well, there you are, then. We 
always knew your condition was 
the problem, not attitudes, 
segregation, discrimination.” 


Not the same as everyone else 
When I became disabled in the 
early ’80s, it was “progressive” to 
say that disabled people were not 
ill; they were just disabled. Or 
that someone paralysed after an 
accident was just the same as 
they were before, only they used a 
wheelchair. 

But that is not my experience. 
While I do not have a deteriorating 
condition, there are things 
associated with it which make me 
ill, reduce my energy levels and 
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give me constant pain. 

During the ’80s I tried to ignore 
this and pretended my only 
difficulties at work were because 
my employer failed to provide a 
physically accessible environment. 

Ironically, as the working 
mother of a young child, I was 
also being disadvantaged by the 
way demands for equal job 
opportunities for women failed 
to take account of the every day 
reality of having children. 

In the early days of the 
women’s movement, we 
thought 24-hour nurseries 
would put women with 
children on an equal footing 
with men in the labour market. 

The physical hard work and 


emotional highs and lows of 
having children taught us that 
it is a lot more complicated 
than that. Leaving a child at a 
nursery or childminder does 
not mean that a woman can 
then function at work as if she 
has no child. We now know 
that employers have to change 
radically their working 
practices for both men and 
women before we can have true 
equality of opportunity. 


A new maturity 

The disabled people’s move- 
ment has reached a similar 
maturity. We need to develop a 
more sophisticated understand- 
ing of the social model of dis- 
ability and the action we must 
take for true equality. 

When I was seeking 
contributions to a new book, 
Encounters with Strangers: 
Feminism and Disability, | 
wanted disabled people to define 
our own experience of our bodies. 

Most disabled people are 
women over 60 for whom 
increasing bodily frailty is a 
major issue and many have 
chronic conditions like arthritis. 

Liz Crow puts the case clearly 
and comprehensively. “Denying 
the relevance of impairment 
simply does not ring true to 
many non-disabled people: if 
pain, by definition, hurts, then 
how can it be disregarded...By 
refusing to discuss impairment, 


The New Volkswagen Caravelle 
by Invatravel Conversions 
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Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
* underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
* hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
* manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £15,150.00 on the road excluding all taxes from which 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, tel: 01704 506608, 
Fax: 01704 506607. 66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 


disabled users are exempt. 


APPROVED CONVERTER OF 
THE VOLKSWAGEN 
CARAVELLE RANGE 


we are failing to acknowledge 
the subjective reality of many 
disabled people’s lives.” 

I am not denying the 
importance of the social model 
of disability. But in fully 
promoting this way of seeing 
things, we should reclaim our 
experience of impairment from 
the medical profession. Our 
interests should be central to 
research for new drugs, 
developing services designed to 
get people back to “normal 
life”, and setting guidelines for 
when to treat and when (if ever) 
to “allow” someone to die. 

Ruth Bailey makes this case 
clearly in a chapter on prenatal 
testing and the prevention of 
impairment: to refuse to give 
expression to our experience of 
impairment is to write 
ourselves out of these debates. 

Nasa Begum makes a similar 
argument about GPs. So often 
the treatment they offer 
disempowers us because they 
do not rate our daily experience 
of living with impairment. 

I have been accused of merely 
wanting to talk about what it 
“feels” like to have impairment. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

The women who contribute 
to Encounters are politicising 
impairment — bringing the 
experience out into the open, 
highlighting the personal and 
social consequences and 
demanding change. 

The book covers the poor 
quality of education disabled | 
children receive, discrimination — 
against Asian and black 
disabled women, the abuse of 
disabled women and children, 
and women’s experiences of the 
mental health system. 

It also explores how the public 
perceives disabled women, and 
criticises the way children of 
disabled parents have been 
identified as “young carers”. 

To tell us that we must not 
talk about our experience of 
our bodies is oppressive. It is 
the worst form of censorship 
and has no place in an 
increasingly confident disabled 
people’s movement. 


Jenny Morris is a researcher. 


DN reader offer 


Ten copies of Encounters 
with Strangers (The Women’s 
Press, £8.99) are available 
FREE to DN readers. Send 


a postcard with your name 
and address to Encounters 

Offer, DN (address page 2). 
First names pulled out of a 

hat will get the copies. 
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Naidex preview 29 


Buggies, baths and baltis 


Alison Miller gets a sneak preview of what’s on offer at this year’s Midlands’ Naidex in Birmingham 


Birmingham may be famed for 
its Bullring and balti houses but 
visitors to Midlands’ Naidex 

will find a lot more on offer. 

More than 200 companies will 
be represented at the show, 
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which runs from 21-23 May at 
the National Exhibition Centre. 

There will be bathrooms 
galore including the new Bath 
Cascade from Roger Jones and 
Sons. If you want the luxury of 
a soak but have difficulty 
getting in and out of a 


HotJo and GoJo mugs from 
Michaelis Engineering 


conventional bath, this could 
be for you. Just sit back and 
relax as water cascades down 
your back and over your body, 
collecting in the seat unit before 
cascading again over your legs 
and feet. Tel: (01222) 860212. 

For a right royal soak Parker 
Baths will be launching their 
Regal range. They have a 
moulded interior for extra 
comfort. Tel: (01425) 622287. 

For the first time Nova Care 
will be showing their Elysee 
2000 easy access bath. It has a 
side lowering door which is 
automatically controlled. 
When you start running the 
water, the door closes and it 
opens when it has drained away. 
Tel: (01403) 785400. 

New from Eastbourne 
Showers is the latest Geberit 
Shower Toilet. This combined 
toilet and bidet with a warm 
air dryer now has a version 
with variable height. They will 
also be showing their 
electronic window opener now 
available in a remote control 
version. Tel: (01323) 765875. 

There’s nothing quite like a 
good cup of tea or coffee. 
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Make sure yours stays in the 
cup with HotJo and GoJo non 
slip, non spill Mugs, new from 
Michaelis Engineering. Tel: 
(01298) 23882. 

G&S Smirthwaite have lots 
of chairs, buggy inserts and 
mobiles as well as a new range 
of schoolroom furniture — 
the Birchwood range. Tel: 


Aldersley Battery Chairs will be showing their new Excel Supreme 
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(01626) 835552. 

Aldersley Battery Chairs will 
be showing off the latest in 
their Excel range of 
powerchairs. The Supreme is 
the only UK manufactured 
powerchair capable of carrying 
up to 50 stones in weight. Tel: 
(01215) 206942. 

Need a lift? RBF Products 


Do you feel this way about Disability Now? Is there someone you know who 


should read it too? If so, please tell them about us. They can order a copy at 


their newsagents or pick one up every month at Sainsbury, WH Smith, Menzies, 


Forbuoys and selected local newsagents. 


will be unveiling their new 
High Lift Chair. This 
accessory to their Spa 2000 is 
designed to enable the carer to 
elevate the chair quickly and 
efficiently. Tel: (01702) 
527401. 

If your buggy or chair just 
needs a service, engineers from 
Ashley Healthcare will be 
offering free maintenance 
checks and expert advice at the 
show, so long as you can 
transfer to another chair. Tel: 
(01217) 726235. 

There will also be a Charity 
Centre where visitors can 
discuss disability issues with 
experts from Scope, Motability 
and other big charities. The 
Disabled Living Foundation 


_will be there launching their 


latest publication on household 
equipment. 

Car conversion company 
Widnes Car Centre will be 
giving away their 1000th 
Nissan Vanette Versa with the 
help of Motability, and this 
will be on show at the 
exhibition. 

All this, and DN too. Look 
out for us on stand 337. 


The award winning newspaper for 


everyone with an interest in disability 
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30 Pensions 


Few things undermine people’s 


confidence in dealing with their 
finances more than the specta- 
cle of pensions which they have 
paid towards all their working 
lives being used as a political 
football. Yet the cost of provid- 
ing for retirement exercises all 
the main political parties and 
they are “thinking the unthink- 
able” about what has to 
change. 

Plenty has changed already. In 
1980 pensions became linked to 
the cost of living index, rather 
than the wage index. As a 
result, the real value of 
pensions dropped. Now, in 
1996, 40 per cent of pensions 
are below the means tested 
Income Support threshold. Yet, 
over the same period, more 
retired people have 
occupational pensions — up 
from 43 per cent in 1979 to 60 
per cent in 1992. There has also 
been strong pressure to switch 
to private pension schemes. 

If changes since 1988 are 
taken to their conclusion, 
private pensions could replace 
state provision almost entirely 
in the next century. People will 
have to take the main respons- 
ibility for building up their own 
pension funds. Is this necessary 
or desirable? And are there 
alternatives? 


State vs private pensions 
State pensions differ from occu- 
pational or private ones in that 
your contributions are in no 
way equivalent to a personal 
“pension fund”. National 
Insurance is treated as a kind of 
tax, producing about a fifth of 
total tax revenue. 

State pensions are funded on a 


Get to grip with pensions 


Benefits expert Dave Gibbs offers advice to get you through the maze 


“pay as you go” basis, where 
the taxes of people currently in 
work pay the pensions of those 
who are retired. At present the 
contributions of about four 
workers fund each pensioner. 
But the proportion of retired 

people in the population is 


growing and by the time this 
trend reaches its peak, around 
2030, the ratio will be only 


three to one. 

That’s “the problem” as the 
politicians see it. There is no 
agreement on a solution. 

A key feature of state 
pensions is that their funding 
arrangements are 
“redistributive”: higher 
incomes help support lower 
incomes. If the gradient of 
redistribution gets too steep, 
taxpayers resist paying more. 

On the other side, a climate of 
self-interest has arisen, anda 
lot of taxpayers want to break 
with the post-war welfare 
structure and pay nothing into 
a pool for social security. 

Could the extreme alternative 
— everyone making their own 
pension arrangements except 
for a state safety net for people 
who cannot earn — ever work? 

No-one has convincingly 
shown that it can. As the 
economist and new editor of 
The Observer Will Hutton says 
in his best-selling book The 
State We’re In, “It is as well to 
be clear about this: to return to 


a state of nature and invite 
everybody to provide for 
themselves is to condemn the 
majority to penury.” 

In practice, the shift to private 
pensions since 1988 has 
involved badly informed 
decisions to abandon state 
earnings-related pensions 
(SERPS) and some of the 
biggest insurance firms being 


prosecuted for malpractice as “ 


they cashed in on the bonanza. 

Providing insurance for 
incapacity arising before you 
reach pension age has been 
another growth area. So-called 
permanent health insurance 
has coincided with measures to 
exclude people from Incapacity 
Benefit last year. 

But many will be from 
occupations regarded as a poor 
insurance risk, so the option of 
private insurance will not be 
realistic. A recent report by 
Disability Alliance and the 
Disablement Income Group 
argued that private schemes 
provide no effective substitute 
for a coherent social security 
system. 


What happens in practice? 
Far too many people still get by 
on less than the Income Sup- 
port threshold and often on far 
less than they are entitled to. In 
a take-up campaign in Derby 
last year, questionnaires were 
sent to people who received full 
Housing Benefit, but not 
income support. Of 568 who 
replied (mainly pensioners), 
half were able.to make success- 
ful new income support claims. 
13 per cent also made 
successful claims for 
Attendance Allowance or 
Disability Living Allowance, so 
qualifying for additional 
Income Support premiums. 


‘ual 


Unclaimed benefit totalled 
about £340,000 a year, most 
going to people aged 70 plus. 
And this was in a district with 
many years of sustained effort 
for welfare rights take-up. 

Understanding this end of the 
pensions maze is sometimes as 
complicated as trying to 
predict the performance of 
markets in the private sector. 
People coming up to 
retirement age can face some 
real puzzles. 

When people on Invalidity 
Benefit reach retirement age — 
currently 65 for men, 60 for 
women but due to change (see 
final paragraph) — they can opt 
to defer taking their retirement 
pension for up to five years. 
This also applies to some 
people since the change to 
Incapacity Benefit, but the 
choice is now more 
complicated. 

To decide what is financially 
best for you, ask yourself: 

* What will your pension rate 
be? It depends on your national 
contributions record, including 
additional earnings-related 
contributions. Anyone can get 
a forecast of their pension from 
their local social security office. 
* What tax do you pay? Retire- 
ment pension is taxable; Inva- 
lidity Benefit was not, but 
Incapacity Benefit is when it 
becomes long term. A decision 
may depend on other taxable 
income you have. 

* Do you receive Industrial 
Injury Benefits? If someone has 
a reduced earnings allowance 
because of an industrial illness 
or injury, this changes to a 
lower retirement allowance 
when they retire. 

It is impossible to give you all 
the information to help make a 
decision here, but Citizens’ 


Advice Bureaux and other 
advice agencies have up-to-date 
details. Remember, if any of 
these issues seem likely to 
apply, get some advice in plenty 
of time. 


Women lose out 

The present system of benefits 
changes at retirement discrimi- 
nates against women, because 
the possible advantages of 
deferring retirement are 
removed five years earlier. 

Last August, the European 
Court of Justice found in 
favour of an appeal by the 
Department of Social Security 
against a commissioner’s 
decision that this 
discrimination was unlawful. 
The UK practice was lawful, it 
said, because such gender 
differences were still allowable 
in some EU countries. 

Some women who appealed 
for Invalidity Benefit to be 
reinstated after the 
commissioner’s decision have 
since had payment suspended 


pending these further appeals. 
But they should still get the 
payments, as appeals cannot be 
imposed retrospectively. 

All this will end with the 
phasing in of equal retirement 
at 65. Women born between 6 
April, 1950 and 6 April, 1955 
will be phased into their new 
pension date from 2010 to 
2020. 


Walkabouts 


WE SPECIALISE IN MOTOR INSURANCE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
e “Low cost” instalment scheme 
¢ Instant cover available 
* Special low rates for lady drivers 


¢ Computerised quotations 
¢ Introductory/two-car discounts 


by Metco 
Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
“ 


* Established over 30 years 
¢ Special rates for home insurance 
* All other types of insurance transacted 
CALL TODAY FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE 
AND HELPFUL SERVICE 


Direct QUOTE HOTLINE 
@ 0181-958 4166 


CHARTWELL INSURANCE 


CHARTWELL HOUSE, 292 HALE LANE 
EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX HA8 8NP 


TELEPHONE |» eee eee 
Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required 


Tel: (0115) 925 5488 DN 5/96 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


DisabilityNow May 1996 


Access 31 


Leeds’ Royal 
Armouries 
Museum is the 
inspirational 
new home for 
thousands of 
items previously stored at the 
Tower of London. It is purpose- 
built and claims to be fully 
accessible for disabled people. 

The museum is well sign 
posted from the M1 and there 
is free parking for orange badge 
holders. A minibus service runs 
from the centre of town but this 
is not wheelchair accessible. 

The five-storey museum is 
light, level and spacious with 
four lifts, so getting around in a 
wheelchair is straightforward. 
Wheelchairs can apparently be 
borrowed, although this service 
wasn’t advertised. 

The signing is not finished 
and is currently poor. Visually 
impaired people could be in for 
confusion: plans and signs are 
small and high up, while blurry 
tv screens announce events. » 
There are accessible toilets on all 
floors, again badly signed. The 
lifts don’t have braille buttons or 
audible announcements, but the 
museum is seeking sponsorship 
to improve these facilities. 

The museum has an informal 
approach so there are no 
suggested routes or walkman 
tours. But it is a large, 
bewildering place and some 
visitors would find these useful. 

There are five main exhibition 
areas: medieval and oriental 
armoury, war, self-defence and 
hunting. The displays are easy to 
see from a wheelchair and lots of 
the exhibits can be handled. 

There is no access for 
wheelchairs to the rifle ranges. 
Perhaps they would change this 
if enough disabled people 
expressed the desire to get their 
hands on a gun! 

The Hall of Steel is an 
octagonal tower with stairs 
spiralling around the outside and 
weapons displayed on the walls. 


A live jousting demonstration 


Some of the impact is lost if you 
are unable to climb the stairs, but 
the displays can be seen through 
portholes on the landings. 
There are some fascinating 
curios, such as the dragon’s head 
helmet complete with flaring 


A chink in the armoury 


Mary Gwinnell goes to Leeds to test access at the Royal Armouries Museum 


ge i Ss st 


nostrils and the life size replica 
of a horse and soldier from the 
Chinese terracotta army. 

There is also an impressive 
range of live and interactive 
displays, including 
demonstrations and story- 
telling. We were in a prime 
position for the fifteenth century 
sword fight. The clash of metal 
was alarmingly realistic. Events 
are staged through the day so 
check what’s on and arrange 
your trip around them. 

If anything, there is too much 
going on. In some areas you 
could hear the jumbled up 
sound-tracks of two or three 


Open arms: Leeds’ new Royal Armouries Museum offers something for everyone 


There is a craft courtyard 
where you can watch saddles, 
guns, bows and arrows being 
made in the traditional way. 

The shop, cafés and bars are 
all accessible. There is room to 
manoeuvre and plenty of staff 
around to help. You can get 
everything from a tea and 
danish to a three-course meal, 
although this will make a 
considerable impression on your 
wallet, especially on top of the 
£6.50 entrance fee. But the bars 
overlook the bustling canal lock 
so you get a wonderful view. 

The museum has something 
for everyone. You don’t need to 
be a warmonger or gun fetishist 
to enjoy it, but facilities for 
disabled people could be better. 


Museum, tel: (0113) 2201999 


videos at once so hearing 
impaired people could have 
difficulties. The tannoy system 
also left a lot to be desired. 

The museum has a tiltyard for 
jousting and falconry displays. 
This was my favourite. It was a 
delight for the senses as the 
horses thundered by and the air 
was filled with the smell of 
horses and leather. The 
costumes are a visual 
extravaganza of scarlet velvet, 
golden silks, furs and feathers. 
But there are no wheelchair 
spaces. So I had a brilliant view 
at the front but no one could 
get past me. 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH ACCESS TO YOUR CAR? 
MAYBE WE CAN HELP! 


ELAP 


Rotating car seats 

Fits most makes and 

models of car 

Also available is a kit to 

convert the existing seat 

in many cars 

For further details contact 

Elap Engineering Ltd 

Dept DN 

Fort Street 

Accrington 

Lancs a 

BB5 1QG ae 
Tel: 01254 871599 Fax: 01254 389992 


onstables unique Carchair system provides the ultimate freedom and 
independence for the wheelchair user. By adapting into either the passenger 
or drivers seat of a standard production car; the Carchair eliminates the need to 
purchase a special vehicle. 
Comprising of a specially designed wheelchair and lift system the Carchair is 


extremely simple to operate. 


To arrange a free demonstration of this, or any Constables product without obligation, 


please telephone or write. 


ConsTABLes Ltp © Dept DN © Freepost (BR1032) * WesTHAM ® PEVENSEY @ East Sussex * BN24 5BR ® TetepHone: (01323) 767574 
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32 Share your problems 


Express 


Dear Ann, 

Until today, I’ve refused to 
accept that I’m disabled 
because | was so sure that | 
would recover from the injuries 
| sustained in a motorbike 
accident. | have now been told 
that my spine is knackered. 
While | will eventually recover 
some degree of mobility, at 
present | use a wheelchair and 
do not leave the house. I’m 
absolutely bewildered by what 
is happening to me. 

I’m 40-years-old with a son of 


capable and non-squeamish. 
Our families are brilliant and 
my GP is a true friend. 

So, why am | writing? Ever 


July) and his loneliness, it 


could not stop crying. | feel 
guilty, wimpish and utterly 


| spend five full days and two 


LORD MAYOR TRELOAR SCHOOL 


FROYLE ALTON HAMPSHIRE GU34 4LA 
exists to provide 


O%N 


Full National Curriculum access 
Full range of subjects to GCSE level 
Modified curricula available for students with learning difficulties 
Conductive Education for day pupils aged 5-7 
Unique interdisciplinary education and therapy programme (FLAME) 
for students with cerebral palsy 

© On-site therapy and medical support, rehabilitation engineering and 
experienced care staff 
College Chaplain; counselling and careers advice services 


AGED 5-16 WITH PHYSICAL AND LEARNING DISABILITIES 


For further information, please contact 
Admissions Secretary on 01420 547425 
(Supported by The Treloar Trust, Registered Charity 307103 
which also supports a further education college) 


DO YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY 


HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A SCHOOL, 
COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? ARE YOU 
GETTING THE EDUCATION, COMMUNITY 

CARE OR SERVICES YOU NEED? 


David Ruebain is a disabled solicitor specialising in 
education, community care and local government law. 
He is committed to the disability movement and has 


been involved in the campaign for civil rights legislation 


for disabled people. We also offer direct access for 
deaf people, through a lawyer fluent in British Sign 
Language. 


Legal Aid work undertaken. 


For free initial advice 
contact him at: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 

Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 

London 

N22 4HF 


fig 


Legal Aid 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 
Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 
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yourself 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


16 and a 28-year-old partner/ 
lover/friend who is supportive, 


since | read about Richard (DN 
struck such a deep chord that | 
stupid because | feel | have no 
right to feel lonely. Each week, 


full nights alone, and it’s more 


EDUCATION, INDEPENDENCE AND CARE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


= Jove and loneliness 
= bereavement 


= personal problems 


m advice and support 


than | can bear. When my 
partner goes off to work and my 
son off to school then 
nothingness descends and | 
don’t know how to escape. 

What hurts most is the 
changing attitudes of the people 
closest to me. Without hurting 
them, how can | tell them to 
stop tip-toeing around me and 
driving me nuts in the process? 

It is my body that is damaged, 
not my head and they are 
isolating me. That’s why | feel 
so guilty about these 
overpowering feelings of 
loneliness, depression, abject 
fear, and even hatred and 
resentment of their freedom. 
This is my first and only 
attempt at trying to put the 
whole mess into words and 
rational thought patterns. 

| hate self-pity and this letter 
is awash with it. | guess what | 
want to find out is whether this 
is normal, will it go away or 
better still, how do | make it go 
away? Most importantly, how 
can | explain all this, share it 
and lighten the load a bit 
without sounding like an 
ungrateful bitch who has given 
up on everything and everyone. 

We know our wonderful sex 
life has gone. I’ve lost all 
sensation in my genital area, 
but we remain very close 
emotionally and keep as tactile 
as possible. But how can | 
express my doubts about his 
feelings and how they may 
change as | get older and 
wrinklier and even less of a 
person than | am now? 

Are there any readers who 
would like to correspond with 
me? | would be glad to hear 
from them. 

Jessica, Burnley 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor, fully accred- 
ited Methodist preacher and qualified homeopath. 
Talk to her on (01708) 477582 on Thursday after- 
noons, Ipm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


Thank you for your letter Jes- 
sica. 1am glad you felt able to 
write like that. It would cer- 
tainly be wise to have frank dis- 
cussions with your family 
which may be less difficult than 
you think. It will be hard for 
them to stop treating you like 
china. To save their feelings and 
make progress you need to put 
your discussions as a challenge 
to them rather than an accusa- 
tion. 

You say you have no right to 
be lonely, but you do. It is how 
you tackle this that matters. 
Above all, it is important that 
you do not blame yourself. You 
need to build your confidence, 
not run yourself down. I am 
not sure if it’s any help, but the 
feelings you describe are shared 
by so many people. 

You ask if your feelings are 
normal. They most certainly 
are and, yes, they will improve 
because having them reflects 
the positive person you usually 
are and your anger at not being 
in charge of your life in the way 
you always have been. 

You say your sex life is over, 
but have you spoken to your 
consultants about this? They 
may have a more positive view 
of the future. 

Were you always concerned 
about the age difference between 
you and your partner and is this 
surfacing now because of 
previous concerns? If that is the 
case, it is important to remember 
that your partner fell in love 
with you and the age difference 
did not adversely influence him. 
Your fears are no more relevant 
now than they were then. 

I’m sure you shouldn’t worry 
about misrepresenting yourself 
to your family. After all, they 


In a Crisis 


Helplessness « Anxiety « Longing 
Anger « Sadness « Hurt « Fear « Despair 


Whatever you’re going through, we’ll go through it with you. 
Please phone, visit or write 


The 


0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 


ph 


Sponsored by BT 


knew you well long before your 
accident. But it is important 
that you face up to the reality 
of the present and start 
speaking the truth. Not just 
because it is a good idea, but 
because that is the real you. 

I suggest you contact the 
Spinal Injuries Association. 
They have a counselling line 
and will be glad to advise. They 
also have a Link scheme that 
can put you in touch with 
members in your area. 


Dear Ann, 
| am very keen on 

photography and | have been 
told how much | have improved. 
Now | want to do a travel 
writing and photography course 
but can’t afford the costs. | 
have tried to get sponsorship, 
but no luck. Where else can | 
get help? 

Kenneth, Aldeburgh 


Iam very glad to hear of the 
progress you are making in 
your chosen profession. All the 
costs involved can be a big 
problem. 

I suggest you send for an 
application form and details of 
The Snowdon Award Scheme. 
This provides grants to enable 
disabled people to take up the 
offer of a course of further 
education or training. To be 
eligible you should be at least 
17 and preferably under 25, 
although older applicants may 
be considered. 

You may also find it helpful to 
get in touch with the Disabled 
Photographers’ Society. It gives 
information, collects surplus 
equipment which it makes 
available to members, and runs 
an advice service. You could 
also contact Skill: the National 
Bureau for Students with 
Disabilities. They will send you 
a list of trusts and other 
funding bodies who will 
consider applications for 
grants. If readers have any 
further information, please let 
me know and I will forward 
your ideas on. 


Spinal Injuries Association, 
tel: 0181-444 2121, counselling 
line 0181-883 4296 

Snowdon Award Scheme, 

tel: (01403) 211252 

Skill, tel: 0171-274 0565 
Disabled Photographers’ Soci- 
ety, PO Box 130, Richmond, 
London TW106XO 
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Fun and games 33 


By DN's 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


TAURUS (21 April-21 May) 

A busy time, especially mid 
month. Sort out the wood from 
the trees. Communication isn’t 
at its best, so think before you act. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

Your ruling planet Mercury is 
retreating. You won’t find it 
easy to communicate, so leave 
big decisions till the end of the 
month when things may be 
getting back on track. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

You may have made offers of 
support you can’t fulfil. Back- 
tracking won’t help. So take a 
cool look at your current cir- 
cumstances and then talk. 

LEO (24 July-23 August) 

An unusual idea you were about 
to put into practice might look 
less inviting. Avoid decisions 
with long term effects. Concen- 
trate on matters close to home. 
VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 

If you are out of kilter with 
your previously predicted turn 
of good fortune, you didn’t 
plan well enough. If you were 
careful with others, fruition 
might be coming. Be patient. 


” LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 


You may be coming to terms 
with low finances which could 
put pressure on relationships. It 
is a time for waiting. Make no 
promises and break no hearts. 


; SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 


The full moon in Scorpio on 
the 3rd gets you thinking about 


_acommitment you have made 


recently. Don’t get bogged down. 
Anyone worth their salt will 
wait for you to clear your mind. 


’ SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 


You may feel you have some- 
thing important to communi- 
cate to a loved one mid month. 
Be sure they are ready to listen. 
You are still getting used to 
soul-searching. 


" CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 


If you don’t know where to 
concentrate your energy, don’t 
worry. Hang in there and make 
sure you talk problems through 
with your nearest and dearest. 


" AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 


If you feel thwarted in every- 
thing, don’t despair, there is 
light at the end of the tunnel. Be 
patient and things will pick up. 


 PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 


It’s about time Pisceans had an 
opportunity to express their tal- 


‘ents. This could be the time to 


do just that. Have faith in your- 
self but remember things you 


start should be followed through. 


ARIES (21 March-20 April) 


It is an ideal time to think about 
your priorities. If you lack 
energy, relax and try to sort out 
the next step. Self examination 
mid-month is likely to bear fruit. 


Wina 


bath lift 


Do you find bathtimes 
bothersome? 
You could make them 
easy with a Pisces 
bath lift from Keep 


Able. See April’s DN or 
tel: 0171-636 5020 
ext 245 for details 


Trivia questions 


Answers on page 34 


1. Who was king of Graceland 
before his death in 1977? 

2. Which former weather girl 
presents tv’s Gladiators? 

3. Which MP was nicknamed 
“Milk Snatcher” in the 1970s? 
4. What is a female peacock 
called? 

5. Who plays Pauline Fowler in 
EastEnders? 

6. Who wrote Under Milk 
Wood? 

7. Where will the 1996 Para- 
lympics be held? 

8. What won best film at the 
Oscars this year? 

9. What does RNID stand for? 
10. Which 1970s children’s tv 
star presents The Big Breakfast? 


Win tickets worth £40 


rua | (O the world’s biggest 


military air eee 


DN is offering readers the 
chance to win 15 pairs of tick- 
ets, worth a total of £600, to 
the 25th International Air Tat- 
too on 20 and 21 July at RAF 
Fairford in Gloucestershire. 
The show, organised by the 
RAF Benevolent Fund, has 
aircraft from around the world 
and exciting demonstrations 
from RAF harriers and the Red 
Arrows aerobatic team (right). 
Plus a 60th anniversary Spitfire 
display, hot air balloons, virtual 
reality rides and much more. 


To enter, just answer the following questions: 
1 1. What is the name of the RAF aerobatic display team? 


PO ee eee eec ere eseeseeeeesceseeseeseesesesssssesseseees 


sh, 
A 


Se eeeeeeccesce 


Send your answers, with your name, 
age.and address to Dept IAT 757, Sil- 
ver Jubilee Airshow Competition, 


seeecese es ec cccccccccccccccce sosteces estes RAF Benevolent Fund Ents, PO Box 
; 2. What is the aircraft that flies with 


the Lancaster and Hurricane in the 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight? 


first 15 correct answers to be pulled 
from a hat will win. Closing date: 8 


haga votumerecn des maneras decea teen eee esse June. Tick here if you do not wish to 
3. Which birthday does the legendary 
Spitfire celebrate this year? 


]. Not 
E APR Sih a SW eat ral cee Hae open to DN staff or associates. 
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receive further correspondence from 
the RAF Benevolent Fund [ 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 34 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


ACROSS 

1. Lessons in bad driving? (5,6) 
7. Kiss tear (anag) 

8. Number of winds or direc- 
tions (4) 

9. Treat metal (6) 

12. Italian river (4) 

14. It can be outer, inner or 
empty (5) 

16. Preserve a corpse (6) 

17. Beneath (5) 

18. Increase grip (7) 

20. Not sweet (7) 

21. Scope or the RNIB (7) 


DOWN 

1. Sit aches (anag) 

2. Breathing disability (6) 
3. Become rigid (6) 

4. Eject (4) 

5. Kitchen utensil (5) 

6. Make fun of (6) 

10. Cheer rap (anag) 

11. Most spacious (8) 

13. Support with money (7) 
15. Calls of encouragement 
(while drinking?) (6) 

18. Recurrent twitch (3) 

19. No (said by a horse?) (3) 


Last chance to win a 
fintastic fishing trip 


see below for details 


WIN A 3 DAY FLY-FISHING 
HOLIDAY DURING AUGUST 1996 
on the River Doon, Ayrshire. 

(First class hotel accommodation 
and travel included). 


FREE EASY-TO-ENTER COMPETITION: 
Open only to disabled people and their carers. 


e Runner-up receives 2-day fishing holiday. 
Contact us for entry forms now 


=closo mat= 


Total Hygiene Ltd., 2 Newton Street, Stretford, Manchester M32 8LG. 
Telephone: 0161-866 8080. FAX: 0161-866 8233. 
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34 Arts information 


TRIVIA QUIZ ANSWERS 
1. Elvis Presley 2. Ulrika 


Johnsson 3. Margaret 


Thatcher 4. A peahen 

5. Wendy Richard 6. Dylan 
Thomas 7. Atlanta 8. Brave- 
heart 9. Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People 

10. Keith Chegwin 


.ondon Disability Arts Forum 
LDAF) is producing a dis- 
bled women’s arts festival in 
997. They are commissioning 
omen artists on the themes 
‘work, identity/heritage and 
body. Submit a cv, covering 
letter and outline of proposal 
by. «1. June... Enquiries» to 
Diane Pungartnik, LDAF, 34 


(RNIB). 


Osnaburgh Street, London 
NW1 3ND, © tel/minicom: 
0171-916 5419. 


Disability 
Today. 


Disability Today is a new monthly television programme for 
disabled people, their families and carers, in fact anyone who 
has an interest in disability issues. The programme will provide 
information about leisure, work, education, benefits and curr- 
ent issues in an accessible and entertaining format. Progra- 
mmes will be screened on BBC2 at 4.45am during October 
through April 1996, so get your video machines ready! 

Check Radio Times & Ceefax for details. 


-——-4 
SCOPE 


benefits 


2 Learning ba 


908 ZONE agency 


Disability Today is an Open Access Programme 


The fii angar Freestyle 


Enables you to REACH for 
INDEPENDENT 


| WPF as 267674 


for a FREE 
A __ Demonstration 
@ Compact 
@ Powered 
@ Elevating 
@ Wheelchair 
TO SUIT YOU 
@ Any seating 
fitted 
@ Easy to Use 
@ For Home 


@ For College 


@ For Any OR 
CONTACT US 
workplace AT 


@ For shopping or 
@ For Socialising! 


{iF angar International Ltd., 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Fax: 01544 260287 
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A braille version of English Sacred Music 1549-1649 is presented to 
its author Peter Phillips by the Royal National Institute for the Blind 
The 14 braille volumes cost £18.62 from the RNIB 
Cutomer Services on (0345) 023153. 


Travel grants worth up to £750 
are being offered by the Arts 
Council to disabled people want- 


ing to go abroad and meet other 
disability arts organisations and 
individuals. Contact Policy & 
Planning Department, Arts 
Council of England, tel: 0171-333 
0100, minicom: 0171-973 6565. 


Livewire would like contribu- 
tors for a book by and about 
young disabled women. Dead- 
line: 17 May. Contact Alison 
Blake, 8 Rutland Avenue, Low- 
ton, Warrington WA3 2RQ, tel: 
(01942) 724638. 


The Big Sex Show is a video by 
a group of actors with learning 
disabilities. It costs £25 and is 
accompanied by three booklets 
at £7.50 per set plus £2.50 p&p. 
From The Lawnmowers The- 
atre Company, Them Wifies, 
109 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE1 6QR, tel/mini- 
com: 0191-261 4090. 


J PORTABILITY 


an an 
No Miracles 


But better health, fitness and function for disabled people 


Three years ago Sportability, a charitable trust dedicated to the 
rehabilitation of paralysed people, opened a unique specialist clinic. 
Using intense exercise therapy, with highly trained therapists 
working one to one with clients, the centre has now treated over 
100 people with paralysis. Male or female, with ages ranging from 
5 to 65 and with conditions as varied as spinal injury, paraplegia 
and quadriplegia, spina bifida, stroke and brain damage, they have 
all become stronger, fitter and more able. 

No miracles, but hard work, this combination of weight resistance 
and weight assistance training, ballistic exercise, conductive 
learning, massage and manipulation can optimise physical ability 
and redraw the boundaries of rehab. 


For more details call or write to: 
The National Rehabilitation Centre for the Paralysed, 


Sportability, Standish Hospital, Stonehouse, 
Glos GL10 3DB. 


Tel: 01453 827998 
Sportability is a registered charity No. 328325 


Look out for 


Deaf Experiences mural making 
workshops for people who are 
deaf and hard of hearing on 4 
May in London. For details con- 
tact Penny Beschizza, 50 Cleve- 
don Road, Penge, London SE20 
7QQ, minicom: 0171-700 8144. 


Art Through the Front Door, 
an exhibition by disabled 
artists, will be visiting Chel- 
tenham Art Gallery 27 April-8 
June. Braille and audio cassette 
catalogues will be available. Tel: 
(01242) 237431. 


Human Interest is an exhibition 
showing artists’ obsession with 
the human figure in contempo- 
rary society. Visually impaired 
people can touch sculptures and 
there will be raised tactile 
images of two dimensional 


= 
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work. 7 May-8 June, Bury St : 


Edmunds Art Gallery, Market 
Cross, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 
IP33 1BT, tel: (01284) 762081. 


The Greenwich and Docklands 
International Festival 24 May-2 
June features music, art and 
fireworks. Tel: 0181- 3173687. 


RNIB Music Day for adults with 
visual and learning difficulties is 
on 15 May in Liverpool. For 
more information contact 
Simon Labbett, Leisure Officer, 
Music, RNIB, 224 Great Port- 
land Street, London W1N 6AA, 
tel: 0171-3881266 ext 2300. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
Across: 1. Crash course 

7. Asterisk 8. Four 9. Tem- 
per 12. Arno 14. Space 

16. Embalm 17. Under 

18. Tighten 20. Savoury 


21. Charity 

Down: 1. Chastise 2. Asthma 
3. Harden 4. Oust 5. Spoon 
6. Deride 10. Preacher 

11. Roomiest 13. Sponsor 

15. Cheers 18. Tic 19. Nay 


STAIR CLIMER AND STANDING UP SOR Oe 


Many architectural barriers can 
be dealt with by climbing stairs, 
or by standing up and reaching 
new heights. With a large 
choice of models the correct 
solution can be found from total 
user independence to attendant 
assisted. Our range of ramps for 
home, car, travel, complete the 
solution options. 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 
ASSESSMENTS. 


e UK’s largest range of stairclimbers 
e Prices from £2,850-£12,500 

e User operated 

e Carer controlled 

e No building alterations 

e Used at work, school and home 

e Free demonstrations 


CONTACT 
JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 
WHEELCHAIR 
CORPORATION LTD 
Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, Bridg- 
north, Shropshire WV16 6AZ 
Tel: 01746 861940 Mobile: 0374 

274919 Fax: 01746 862085 


e Stand up at home, work 

® Socially, sports, leisure 

© Improves general health 

e Folding manual model 

e All powered options 

e Simple one hand control 

e Use at a rehabilitation centre 


. 
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Innovative Approaches to Providing Day Activities for People with 
Learning Disabilities is a conference on 2 May at the Royal Society 
of Medicine in London. For more information contact Lisa Spicer 
on tel: 0171-290 2988. 


An information day for people with arthritis in the Hampshire area 
is being held on 4 May at the Hexagon Centre in Eastleigh. For 
details contact Gail Keeley on tel: (01703) 641164. 


Controversies in Cerebral Palsy is a one-day conference on 10 May 
at Derriford Hospital in Plymouth. For details tel: (01752) 346861. 


A leisure resource day, organised by the RNIB, on 16 May at Liver- 
pool football club. This is a chance for adults with visual and learn- 
ing disabilities to discover new leisure activities. Free entry. For 
details tel: 0171-388 1266. 


What’s choice got to do with it? is a one-day conferénce on 22 May 
at the ORT House Conference Centre in London. The subject will 
be housing and support issues for people with learning difficulties. 
For details, tel: 0171-729 5436. 


Disability Action — 1996 Mobility Roadshow, 31 May-1 June at the 
King’s Hall in Belfast. Equipment and services for elderly and dis- 
abled people in Northern Ireland. For details tel: (01232) 491011. 


Moonstruck: a child makes use 
of the new “moonbeam” room 
at Hanbury nursery in Ealing. It 
is designed to stimulate the 
senses of children with disabili- 
ties. Facilities include an aroma 
unit, which carries different 
smells around the room, and a 
projector which throws images 
on the wall. Tel: 0181-993 9075. 


Skill, the national bureau for 
students with disabilities, is 


holding Internet training 
courses at Lewisham College in 
London. They are aimed at stu- 
dents and professionals in fur- 
ther or higher education who 
already use computers. Tel: 
0171-274 0565. 


We’re Breaking Down the Barri- 
ers of Disability is a new book- 
let from Watford Council 
explaining its services for dis- 
abled people. Free, tel: (01923) 
257444. 


Croydon Council have a work 
placement programme for peo- 
ple with disabilities. Placements 
are unpaid, but can provide 
valuable experience. Any bene- 
fits are unaffected and a train- 
ing allowance of £10 per week 
will be paid. For more informa- 
tion tel: 0181-656 4863. 


A disabled writer is looking for 
an experienced, mature journal- 
ist to help bring her manuscript 
up-to-date. Remuneration nego- 
tiable. If you can help, contact 
Winifred Murphy-Lewis, Help, 
c/o Disability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


Robert Buckley has left the 
Centre for Accessible Environ- 
ments to go it alone as an inde- 
pendent access consultant. Ron 
Smith is the new director of the 
Independent Living Funds. 
David Clarke has been 
appointed co-ordinator of the 
UK Coalition of Deafblindness. 


DISABILITIES |Now part of the Healthworks 


ecocccccccccecceccece |Online health & medical 
d S information service 


Disabilities Access is a free internet based information service for people 
with disabilities and those who care for them. 

The service features: News, Directories, Job Vacancies, Factsheets, Travel 
information, a Motoring section and Online shopping. 

The information provided on the service is relevant to both the general public 
and care professionals. 

To take a look at Disabilities Access, 

point your Web browser at the URL: http://www.healthworks.co.uk/ 
If you would like to promote your organisation, products or services on 
Disabilities Access contact Steve McCann on 0113 234 6624 or E-mail us on: 
info@d-access.demon.co.uk 


30-38 Dock STREET, 
Healthwor. Leeps LS10 1JF, ENGLAND 


Curtain 
Controllers 


Do you have difficulty operating your curtains? 


Parasol can provide an easy to use motor and 
track that will give years of reliable service. 
We can provide infra red or timed controls and 
models that work with the Hugh Steeper 
environmental system. Straights and 
bay windows. 


For further details please contact: 
Parasol (Stockport) Ltd 
PO Box 16, Poynton, Cheshire SK12 1FU 
Tel: 01625-859503 Fax: 01625-874603 
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In your DN 
next month 


e Here comes summer! The fun starts here and we’ve got lots of 
tips on how to protect your skin from the sun plus mouthwater- 
ing summer recipes. 


e Happy feet: let them breathe more easily with some comfy 


designs for warmer weather. 


e June brides and bridegrooms: DN shows you where to find the 
perfect wedding outfit. You could look as good as Janice and Kevin 
Hern (right), both blind, who 

married in February, and it may 

not cost as much as you think. 


e Orange badge abuse: a special 
report. 


Plus all the best in news, views, 
arts, sport, jobs and offers. 
On sale 28 May. 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 


When accessibility counts in a holiday look no further! 


The need for the special service we offer has never been 
greater. 


All the accommodation we recommend has been checked 
by one of our representatives. 


It’s not possible to give details of our range of tours, 
hotels, self-catering and adventure holidays in this limited 
space. Why not ask for our full colour brochure? 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 
Tel: 0181-907 2400 Fax: 0181-909 1854 


H 


I did it! 


And so can you at the specially designed Calvert Trust 
Centre at Wistlandpound. You can try sailing, archery, 
canoeing, abseiling, riding, orienteering - or simply relax in 
the gardens or in the spa bath by the pool. 

This specially designed centre is also ideally located to 
explore the natural beauty of Exmoor and the golden sands 
of the North Devon coast. There’s a choice of full board 
accommodation or self catering apartments and all on site 
activities are included in the price. 


For a great holiday and full colour brochure - phone us on 


01598 763221 


alvat: [ase 
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Wistlandpound, Kentisbury, Barnstaple, North Devon EX31 45J 
For disabled people their families & friends 
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ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 


provides good access, specialist equipment in some 
rooms. All in a comfortable, friendly country house hotel 
in several acres of natural grounds. Three miles from the 
picturesque market town of Wymondham, offering 
excellent opportunities for exploring the countryside and 
coastline of East Anglia. 
ACTIVITY WEEK — 27th JULY — 3rd AUGUST. 


Phone for details — 01508 489324 


Holidays in France for the disabled 


Auberge de la Tour 


Small, family run guest house in Loire Val- 
ley/Vendee area of France. English quali- 
fied nurse proprietor. On full board holidays 
all transportation costs from ferry/airport 
and daily outings are 
inclusive, and respite care is available at 
no extra charge. 

For brochure contact 
Mr and Mrs Bartlam, 40 Rue St Eloi, 
Courtlay 79440, Deux Sevres, France, 
tel (0033) 49.72.25.37. 

English contact no. 01395 267084 


Quality self catering accommodation for all the family 
with an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 
Nestling into beautiful unspoilt countryside. 6 of the 9 
traditional Welsh stone cottages are single storey and 
easily accessible from the large car park. Cottages sleep 
from 3-9 persons and are equipped to the highest 
standard. W.T.B. 5 Dragons. Luxurious. Purpose built 
indoor heated swimming pool with hoist and games 
room. Open all year. Groups welcome. For colour 
brochure phone Richard and Linda Burgess 01570 
470275. 


HOME SWAPPING FOR 
FREE HOLIDAYS 


ls your home adapted for disabled 
living? Have you considered swapping 
your home for a short break, holiday or 
longer with a similarly equipped home? 
Contact me for more details: 

Martin Tallent, Exchanging Places 

6 Weston Cottages, Micheldever 
Hampshire SO21 3AF. Tel: 01962 774630 


LAKESIDE COTTAGES 
Open all year round 
Ambleside — Lake District 
Exclusive det bungalow and cottages, 5 
min from lake and shops. Convenient to 
all areas of lakes. Tel: 015394 31733. 
From £200 per week. Reg. NAS CAT 3. 


MAR Y SOL — TENERIFE 

Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool with 
hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire, adapted 
minibus. Child discounts for June and July. Ring 01753 
685718 for Summer prices. 

ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 

Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal with swimming 
pools or small friendly hotels with adapted rooms in charm- 
Ing locations. 

Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx. TW19 5NX. Tel: (01753) 685718. 


VIENNE, FRANCE 


Beautiful wheelchair friendly farmhouse (ground 
floor double bed with wheelchair accessible bath- 
room en-suite, no steps, min doorway width 
downstairs 32.Sin). Sleeps 10-14. Magnificent ex- 
granary living room, wonderful flagged farm- 
ouse kitchen (dishwasher, washing machine), 
optional linen, phone. Stunning 40ft heatable pool 
with Roman end, boat, bikes. £600-£1,350 pw. 
Contact English owners 


John & Sara Rowland, 00 33 4948 7796 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Good access to 
beaches. Sleeps up to 6. Details 

C Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 454300. 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating, CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available. 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823 059 for brochure. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


DISABLED TRAVELLERS, DON'T MISS THIS 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW. 
3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT), CABLE TV, TELEPHONE, 
COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 10 MINS. AIR- 
PORT. 15 MINS. DISNEY. PARAPLEGIC OWNER, 
SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT 


TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BEAUTIFUL ARRAN 
Magnificent location, peace, comfort, good 
food — all you could wish for in a guest house, 
but with many extras for those special holiday 
needs. Fully accessible accommodation and a 
wide range of equipment and services, 
sensitively and discretely provided. Holidays 


tailored to suit individual needs. You can enjoy 
a holiday on Arran whatever your level of 
activity, and it’s nearer than you think! For 
brochure and full details contact Graham and 
Barbara Williams, Strathwhillan House, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8BQ. Tel: 01770 
302331. Winner of Holiday Care Award 1995. 
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MONTANA SOL-SPAIN 


F/B En suite accom. Nr. Benalmadena. British run 
luxury private villa complex, catering for up to 16 
persons. Specifically adapted and TOTALLY 
accessible. Pool hoist. Bus with tail lift provides 
airport transfers & ALL local transport.FOC. Bar, 
Residents lounge, Sat. TV, etc. Highly 
recommended. For full information write: 
Montana Sol SL, Calle Salgareno 30, El Pinillo, 
Torremolinos, Spain. Tel: 00 34 52 382442. 


Blackmoor Vale, Dorset 
3 self catering holiday bungalows 
suitable for disabled visitors with 1 
specially designed for wheelchair 
users. Children welcome. No pets. 
Battery car available for use around the 
farm. For brochure tel: 01258 860 284. 
Mrs Fiona Idda, Beremarsh Farm, 
Shillingstone, Blandford, 
Dorset DT11 OQY. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible luxury 
bungalows overlooking lake and set within 38 acres of 
glorious countryside. Many on-site facilities including 
tea room/shop. Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist board Highly Commended. For 
colour brochure please contact: Pauline and Tony 
Blight, Blagdon Farm, Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon 
EX21 SDF. Phone: 01409 211509, fax: 01409 211510. 


‘STRATHSPEY, SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS’ 
Beautifully restored 19th century forest village 
cottage offers (STB) highly accredited facilities, 
especially designed for wheelchair users. 
Spacious, warm and peaceful. Central for touring 
Cairngorms, Loch Ness, Moray Firth. | 
Brochure with specifications and access guide to 
numerous local attractions and visits. 


Tel/Fax: 01479 821642 


HERNE BAY — KENT 


Mobile Homes purpose built for people with 
disabilities in tranquil setting. Close to all 
facilities. Fully equipped, TV, heating. Rates 

£97 to £155 per home per week. 

Brochure from 
Strode Park Foundation, Herne, Kent 
CT6 7NE 
Telephone: (01227) 373292 
Reg Charity 227794 


Sunny Ramsey 
x s/c town house for 6 
x Suite for disabled person 
x electric mobility aids 
x relief carers 
* 2 bedroom flat available 
*x wheel-in shower/toilet 
Telephone Margaret on 


01624 812729 


THE GABLES 


SOUTH SHROPSHIRE 
B&B wheelchair accessible spacious house in 
glorious countryside near Ludlow. Welsh 
borders and Ironbridge within easy reach. 
Ring 01588 660667 or Fax 01588 660799 for 
brochure and terms, The Gables, Broome 
Craven Arms, Shropshire SY7 ONX. 


NORFOLK BROADS/COAST 
— The Old Chapel, Horsey Corner. ETB 
Commended, BB/EM in Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, Rural National Trust village. 
Non Smoking. Category 3 accommodation. 
Also Spring packages. 

Tel: 01493 393498 for Brochure. 


St. Leonards, Sussex. 
7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled people on Haven 
Site. For colour brochure, Tel: 
Shepway MS (01303) 892850. 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver and carer? 


A Chairman Car Ring us FREE on 
means no more men OBOO 220878 hig 
transferring, no more| your full colour 
lifting, just information pack. 
travelling with the . 

family, whenever 

you choose, 

in comfort. 


~ GOWRINGS 
_MOBILITY 


FIAT EXPLORER. F reg. 23,000 miles. Rear 
wheelchair access. Winch and ramp. One 
owner. £3,000 ono. Tel: (01795) 880375. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER for disabled person. 
Immaculate. Cost £2,395. Offers 
required. Tel: 0181-386 1840. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


RENAULT Espace 2000 GTS 1990 G, 
finished silver, 80,000 miles, one owner, 
full service history with invoices, Atlas 
conversion, elevated roof, chair lift 
and clamps. 


£7495.00 


Tel: 01623 644525 0831 095843 
0860 253730 (TRADE) 


NON ELASTICATED SOCKS 


Write now for details of these really 
comfy socks. 
Dept. DN, 17 Oakleigh Avenue 
Clayton Bradford BD14 6QE 


JIM DORAN HAND CONTROLS 
229 Torrington Avenue, Coventry CV4 9HN 
Tel: (01203) 460833 Fax: (01203) 462011 
Specialists in car conversions including tiller 
steering for the physically handicapped. 


Contact us whether a driver or passenger 
to see if we can assist. 


Helping to keep you in the driving seat 


- Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 
up to 30% possible. 

For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISSTERED 


BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 


Advice from Professional Disabled People 


The largest choice in ranges of Manual Chairs — Scooters — 
Power Chairs plus many other product lines 


ONE STOP ONLY ALL YEAR ROUND EXHIBITION 


Car parking, Showroom, Toliet all accessible 


We are the WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


e Regional Office: Unit 3, Minister Court, Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, 


G 


For 


MEYRA 


WHEELCHAIRS 


36 Clermiston Ave. 
Edinburgh 

EH4 7PQ 

Tel: 0131 336 1075 
Fax: 0131 539 2220 


W. Sussex. BN17 7RH. Tel: 01903 733528 Fax 01903 733530 


GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd, Units 1-4, Shield Drive, 
Brentford, Middx TW3 8EX. Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax 0181 560 5380 


R.G.N. ENGINEERIN 
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PowerchairG 


Est 1982 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 


Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


Beds, etc. 


All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your needs. 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


SERENA CHAIRMAN or Nissan Vanette with 
wheelchair access. Diesel model preferred. 
Tel: (01482) 640517. 


BEC RIGID LIGHTWEIGHT wheelchair. 
Detachable wheels. Sports type. May 
deliver. £450. Tel: (0122) 762736. 


CHAIRMAN VISTA. White. Very good con- 
dition. Rear entry wheelchair access. 
Seats four including wheelchair. Diesel 
1.4. Low mileage 13,500. Recent MOT. 
Tax July 1996. £4,000 ono. Tel: (01730) 
300062 (after 4pm). 
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| Classified lineage advertisements 


I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. ; 
1! es Ee) ec eee ees le | | | | | J (Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 
ts cere eee TD a ba sd) Se er [aSi pts | | es, 
pet ttt ttt _t_|_t_t_{_{_|_|_1_1_1 Lote be ee ee 
eel 2) Ss eee le) | Me ALE RILASH Fle 2h ee ee 
Pe ET EL foto tees Teast Morbone] eat so |) eit IR ee pee 
eid. ues. bth clot eae ae 
i Ads cost £3 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


i and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


pox reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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Pe Ss Sas 


Why not purchase your books 
through our Mail Order Service? 
For a free book list please contact: 


AMEUR INTERNATIONAL 
PO Box 116, Woodford Green, 
Essex IG8 7LB 
Tel: 0181 559 0852 Fax: 0181 559 0843 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE YOU 
NEED OR DISPOSING OF YOUR 
EXISTING VEHICLE? 


Register your requirements or vehicle for sale 
with the Wheelchair accessible vehicle register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 

For full details of this new service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


The Lynx 
“meee” Hand Control... 


- The ONE fully interchangeable hand control, 
fits the majority of automatic cars in only five 
minutes & takes second to remove. No adapta- 
tion of the car is required. 


One control for all your driving requirements 
including use on courtesy cars, hire cars and test 
driving. 


LYNX CAR HIRE - in the UK or abroad - we 
are booking agents for Europcar, EuroDollar, 
Hertz & British Car Rentals. 


LYNX ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT - never 
be off the road - in a non-fault accident we can 
arrange delivery of a hire car with Lynx controls, 
chargeable to the negligent driver's insurance. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
TEL / FAX 01695 573816 


aie 
for lifting wheelchairs, scooters 
and people into cars... 
WE HAVE THE ANSWER! 
Ring 01629-813493 for brochure or free demo 


Autochair Ltd Milford Lane Bakewell DE+ 10x 


¢ Free personal survey 

(no obligation) 
¢ New or reconditioned stairlifts 
¢ Servicing and maintenance 
¢ Unwanted stairlifts purchased 
¢ Branches nationwide 


Telephone: 
0181-861 2370 
or (01276) 23119 
for nearest branch 


We are approved agents for: 


E P C EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
Specialising in: 
Lightweight, Rigid & 
Folding Wheelchairs 
* Expert Advice by Wheelchair 
Professionals 
* Home Demonstrations 
* Repairs, Servicing, Spares 
* Wheelchair Insurance 
* Authorised dealers for Quickie, 
Shadow, Top End, Action, Swede 
wttory Phone for a Brochure or 
S7/% Further Information: 
EPC Head Office 
iS aD Aa Tel/Fax: 01252 547939 
ura EPC Regional Office 


Tel/Fax: 01203 422327 
A company run by the disabled - for the disabled! 


BEC ELECTRIC SCOOTER. Good condition. 
Charger. Batteries. Cost £1,000 new. Sell 
£275. Tel: 0181-203 9934. 


NEW ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR with Roho 
cushion and battery charger. £1,000. Tel: 
(01737) 814416. 


U University of 
Hertfordshire 
School of Art and Design 
DATE - Disability, Training, Arts and Employment 


Are you working in an area related to disability, 
training, arts and employment? 


Do you want training in how to use the arts in your work 
Train with DATE: Starting June 1996 


A training programme supported by the European Social Fund to 
enable disabled people to develop skills pertinent to gaining 
employment by training people who work in relevant fields. The 
programme will be taught over five weekends and three weeks during 
1996-97 and will include: 


* Using the arts to assist advocacy work ¢ Role play and interviews 
* Art and self image © Group painting and communication 
¢ Disability awareness ° Supported project in workplace 


DATE training will be offered at the following UK locations; London, 
Birmingham, Edinburgh, and venues in the North West and South 
West. All venues have level access. Signing, assistance with child care 
or care of other relatives are available on request. 


Fees £300 - subsidised by the European Union. 


Who should attend: Trainers and workers currently engaged in relevant 
fields such as self-advocacy, community arts, social work, occupational 
therapy, disability employment, counselling, community work, 
community education and health work. Only people who work or live 
in rural areas or areas affected by industrial decline are eligible to 
attend the training (a list will be sent to applicants). We especially 
encourage applications from people with disabilities. 


For more details please contact Zigi Fibert Project Co-ordinator, School 
of Art and Design, University of Hertfordshire Manor Road, Hatfield 
Herts AL10 9TL 

Tel: 01707 285327 Fax: 01707 285310 E-mail: Z.Fibert@herts.ac.uk 


The University of Hertfordshire is a Registered Charity committed to the furtherance of education. 


Meeting Needs: Making a Difference 


Lambeth College welcomes applications from people with 
Learning Difficulties and Disabilities. The College has good 
access and facilities plus a wide range of quality courses 
spread throughout the Borough. 


If you are interested in knowing more, please ring 
Christine Donovan, 0171 501 5336 


4 

& Lambeth College exists to increase the skills of the people of its Borough 
4 and beyond by offering high quality, post-16 education, training, accredita- 
__“*____ tion and guidance which is accessible, cost effective, and ensures equality 
LAMBETH ci 
couece Of opportunity. 


ROYAL LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND 
KILBURN TRAINING CENTRE 


A National Provider of Education, Training and Employment 
for Blind and Partially Sighted People 


The Kilburn Training Centre was opened in 1991 and offers support towards employment, 
employment and training for visually impaired and blind adults. 


OFFERS THE FOLLOWING: Keyboarding, Introduction to WordPerfect 5.1. NVQ 
Level I in the following: Business Administration, Information Technology, Skilled Engi- 
neering — Entra, Word for Window Training, Low Vision Assessment, Vision Technology 
Assessments. CDT Department covering: Wood Turning, Chair Caning, Leather Work, 
Computer Aided Design, Assembly and Basic Engineering. 

INCORPORATING: Employment Rehabilitation, Pre-Vocational Support, Counselling, 
Independent Living Skills, Employment Guidance. 


On-Going Recruitment at KTC. 
Please contact either Michael Greenfield or Paulene Sands 


0171 624 8844 


Courses continued page 38 


0181-958 9657 
36 Park Grove Dates Social 


Edgware ber contacts 
Middlesex Disabled 


A better life Provided. 
HA8 7S] (All areas) 


Dating Agency for 
people with disabilities and caring, 


understanding able bodied persons 
Ring now on 01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try, 
you may by pleasantly surprised 
GO FOR IT and JOIN NOW 


| RY) Find-A-Friend 


Anybody — Any Age — Anywhere Able-Bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Telefax (24hr) UK 01606 49093, Overseas Int +44 + 1606 49093 


Member of ABIA 


DEVELOPMENT AND LEISURE DEPARTMENT 
BUILDING SERVICES SECTION 


DISABLED PERSONS ACCESS OFFICER (D650) 


Scale 6/S01 (£15,375 - £18,180) 

As a Local Authority absolutely committed to meeting the needs of our 
community, we are seeking to recruit a higher proportion of disabled 
people. We recognise that disability can take many different forms and are 
seeking to recruit either registered disabled people, or those who are not 
registered but who consider themselves to be disabled. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR APPLICATIONS FROM 
DISABLED PERSONS ONLY FOR THIS POST. 

The Council is committed to the provision of access and facilities for 
disabled people throughout the community. The Disabled Persons' Access 
Officer must be familiar with the needs and aspirations of disabled people, 
be able to develop new initiatives, and be a skilled communicator. 

The officer will liaise with and advise all Council Departments, local access 
groups, the public and building professionals on matters relating to disabled 
people and accessibility of the built environment. For this reason it would 
also be preferable for applicants to have a sound knowledge of construction. 
The post is within the Building Control Section of the Development and 
Leisure Department, based in the Council's offices in Chesterfield Town 
centre. 

For an information pack and application form, please 
telephone 01246 231111 extension 2444, Minicom 01246 
222192. 

Closing date for receipt of applications is 14 May 1996 


@ Smoke Free Working 
Environment 


® Free Leisure Facilities 
@ Job Share 


@ Contributory Pension 
Scheme 


¢ Temporary Accommodation 
@ Relocation up to £3500 


NORTH EAST[T, 
DERBYSHIRE : 


DEFENDING JOBS AND SERVICES 


@ Maternity/Paternity Leave 


© Flexitime 


fowards > 


Ext” 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO WORK FOR EUROPE’S LEADING 
DISTANCE LEARNING ORGANISATION ? 


The Open University, since its foundation in 1969 has become by far the 
largest University in the United Kingdom, teaching well over 200,000 | 
people every year and it is now expanding its activities throughout 

Europe. 


We employ over 3,500 staff. Most of the permanent staff are based at 
Milton Keynes, in North Bucks however around 1,000 are employed in 
the Open University’s 13 regional centres across the U.K. 


The University aims to create conditions where students and staff are 
treated solely on the basis of their merits, abilities and potential. The OU 
has policies and an action plan to support these principles. 


As part of the action plan the OU has a policy which states that disabled 
candidates whose skills and experience meet the requirements of the job 
will be interviewed. 


The University advertises most of its permanent posts in the Education 
section of the Guardian or the Times Higher Education Supplement as 
well as local regional newspapers. Therefore, the best way to go about 
looking for employment at the University is to monitor these 
publications. 


All advertisements have a contact person 
with access details. Further particulars can 
also be provided on tape, braille, large 
print or on disk. We also have a Minicom 
phone (01908) 654901. 


The OU welcomes applications from any individual 
who meets the criteria for an advertised post. 


TheOpen 
University 


University education and training open to all adults. | 
Equal Opportunity is University Policy. | 


Help wanted Property to rent 


DISABLED MALE, 58, needs live-in 
housekeeper, mature, female non- 
smoker. Please reply to: Thomas, 23 
Great Denson, Eaglestone, Milton 
Keynes MK6 SAU. 


CARAVAN TO RENT in Devon/Dorset. 
Caring/careful folk offered luxury cara- 
van to rent. Choice of sites. Ten mile 
radius of Charmouth. Very reasonably 
priced. Would suit stressed carers/retired 
practical persons. Tel: (01297) 33446. 


DEADLINES FOR JUNE ISSUE: booking by 10 May, 


camera ready artwork/copy by 14 May. 


Disabilitywow May 1996 


38 Classified 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning 


FEED THE 
(CHILDREN 
PRINCIPAL YOUTH WORKER 


£22,440 - £24,186 p.a. inclusive of LW 
35 hours per week 


stoves and daily meal service 
Please ring or write for colour brochure 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617 


TAKING THE AID DIRECT 
Reg. Ch. No. 803236 


Voluntary Facilitators, Tirana, Albania, 
Integration of children with special needs into mainstream education 


We require a qualified youth worker for the post of Principal Youth 
[ = ae Se, Worker at the Katherine Low Settlement. You must have at least four 
RNIB CENTURY HOTEL years experience as a full-time youth worker or in a related area of work. 


| caters for visually impaired 


Feed the Children (Europe) is an international child centered humanitarian 
relief organisation. FTC(E) operates programmes in Bosnia, Albania, Haiti, 


You will set up and manage a new weekend, evening and holiday Rwanda, Liberia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia. 


guests, their families provision, and have management responsibility for a full-time Senior . —— 
& guides. From £13 per day Youth Worker and a number of part-time Youth Workers. Duties include Volunteers are needed to support our programme in Albania which is inte- 
BB & EM | Seng a morris pr i Hecate all bee pee aeabatales grating children with special needs into ‘mainstream’ education. Currently 
. jose WI sa es. YOU will also responsibie tor monitoring an . . . . . . . fi 
Phone (01253) 354598 evaluating the programmes as well as ensuring that they are delivered the project is based in thirteen kindergartens working with 60 children. The 
; within the delegated budget. posts will involve direct work with children to encourage their development 
406 North Promenade, 


and the training and supervision of local teachers. 
Blackpool. For an informal discussion please contact Phil Thomas (Youth Officer) on 
0181 871 7553. 


The successful candidates will join an established project. Candidates are 
sought from a variety of backgrounds. They may be Social Workers or 
Therapists etc. Previous experience working with children with special 
needs in integration is essential. Overseas experience would be an advan- 
tage, but strong evidence of successful cross cultural working is crucial. 


Application forms are available from Leisure & Amenity Services, 
Personne! Section, Room 241, The Town Hall, London, SW18 2PU. 
Telephone 0181 871 7795. Please quote ref: L2380 


SELF-DRIVE Rental of Lift-Equipped 
Minibuses and Chairman cars. Also hand 

controlled estate and hatchback cars. 
Unlimited mileage, continental use, delivery | 
service. Wheelchair Travel Ltd, Guildford, 

Surrey GU2 6XS. Tel: 01483-233640. 


Closing date: 17th May 1996. FTC offers a package of benefits including flights, insurance, transport, 
accommodation, living expenses, national insurance and a small end of 
The Council as an Equal Opportunity Employer welcomes applications regardless of race, colour, nationality, eth- service grant 
nic origin, sex, marital status, disability or age. All applicants are considered on the basis of their merits and abili- ‘ 
Yorkshire Dales ated 
Well appointed en-suite accommodation including 
specially adapted for disabled/elderly guests. Peaceful |} 
situation. Imaginative cuisine. Special diets welcome. 
Highly commended. Disabled access Grade 1 
Category 1 accommodation. Likely to meet the needs |} 
of all wheelchair users, including those travelling 
independently. High Fold, Kettlewell BD23 5RJ. 
Telephone 01756 760390. 


To apply for this opportunity, please send your CV with covering letter, by 
May 17th, 1996 to James Davidson, Overseas Personnel Manager at: 


Feed the Children (Europe) 
82 Caversham Road 
Reading 
RG1 8AE 


Fax 01734 581 230 
email 100523.3025@compuserve.com 


Wandsworth 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


Assistant Access Officer for 
People with Disabilities 
Ref: AO1 
£16,329 - $18,855 pa inc 


Are you enthusiastic and committed to improving access for people with 
disabilities? 

The Corporation of London is working to create a built environment 
accessible to all. You will help to implement the Corporation’s various 
initiatives to improve access to the streets and buildings within the ‘square 
mile’. The work will include undertaking surveys of buildings, assessing 
the need for adaptations, consulting with people with disabilities through 
organising and supporting the City of London Access Group, and helping 
to ensure that architects and developers provide access and facilities in 
new and refurbished buildings in the City. 


You should have experience of disability issues and a commitment to 
ensuring that people with disabilities are able to assume an independent 
role in society. A knowledge of relevant legislation and access standards 
and familiarity with the planning and building control process are 
desirable but, more importantly, you should have initiative and be able 
to work on your own. 


Applications from people with disabilities will be particularly welcome. 
Further details and an application form are available from the Director 


NAISH ESTATE, New Milton, 
Hampshire. Fully equipped, completely 
wheelchair accessible, two-bedroom 
bungalow. Sleeps six. Site near sea 
with access to New Forest, 
Bournemouth. Excellent site facilities 
100 yards from Chalet. Details, 
Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy access 
to beach, shop and camp facilities. Easily 
accessible for wheelchairs. Details, 
Mr P Cash, tel: (01425) 672055. 


NUFFIELD THEATRE 
SOUTHAMPTON 


DORDOGNE COTTAGE TO LET 
Wheelchair accessible, sleeps 8 with 
ground floor suite for disabled. Fully 

equipped plus pool. 
Details: Jan Pyke. 
Telephone 0033.53.82.42.05 


APPRENTICESHIP 


FOR A DISABLED PERSON 


Leading to the post of Stage Technician 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE of Social Services, Milton Court, Moor Lane, : 
Eran caters, Doris meee eae Telephone: 0171-332 1218 or 0171-588 4579 (24 buat patna LS This apprenticeship is being offered by the Nuffield Theatre 
ae lee eee looking for Closing date for applications: 24th May 1996. Southampton in association with the Arts Council Apprenticeship 
wine, his the place for you. The Corporation is committed to equality of opportunities. Scheme. The apprenticeship runs for 12 months full-time with a wage 
For more information tel: 0181-459 1324 SERVING THE SQUARE MILE of £7,000 a year. This apprenticeship is aimed at disabled people 
ee wishing to begin a career in the field of Technical Stage Management 
or Production Management. Subject to satisfactory progress, the 
Jane Hodge Resort Hotel apprentice will transfer to permanent employment at the end of the 


Cowbridge, Sth Glamorgan apprenticeship. 


A hotel with all the facilities and 
services needed by able bodied and 
physically disabled people alike. 


The apprentice will be based at the Nuffield Theatre Southampton 


: and will be trained in the key tasks of a Stage Technician. 


The post is available to disabled people only. 


* Swimming Pool, Spa Bath & Sauna 
* Multi Gym, Sports Hall & Snooker 
* Floodlit Tennis Courts 

* Fully Licensed Bar & Restaurant 

* Single/Twin/Double & Family Rooms 


All fully accessible 
Tel: 01446 772608 


John Grooms 
A market leader in providing holidays 
and services for people with disabilities 


For further details and an application form, please send an A4 SAE 
to Julien Boast, Production Manager, Nuffield Theatre, University 
Road, Southampton, SO17 1TR or telephone 01703 315500 or fax 
01703 315511, stating whether you require information in standard 
or large print, tape or braille. 

The closing date for receipt of applications is 1st June 1996. The post 
will commence on 28th October 1996. 


Take Control of Your Future 


Hereward is a unique college where 
residential students with physical and 
sensory disabilities from across the UK 
work alongside their non-disabled peers. 


Reg Charity No 212463 


To receive a prospectus or We offer a wide range of courses leading to 2 F , 

arrange a be ne Beweeme =nationally recognised qualifications in seven The Nuffield Theatre Southampton is an equal opportunity employer 
Courses continued Study areas: and welcomes applications from all sections of the community. All 

Angela Dunnion, Science necessary access provision for a disabled person will be arranged. 


Admissions, Maths & Information Technology 

Hereward College, The Arts 

Bramston Crescent, _ Media Studies 

Tile Hill Lane, Business Studies 

Coventry CV4 9SW Humanities & Languages 
Pre-Vocational Studies 


Setting the Standard in 
Independent Research 


The Register of Independent Researchers will be holding 
a series of regional workshops to look at standards in 
independent research, 

Dates and venues are: 


IF you do not wish to apply for this apprenticeship but are interested 
in a career in the arts, by sending your name and address to: 
Assistant Administrator, Nuffield Theatre, University 
Road, Southampton, $017 1TR, your details can be added to 
a mailing list which automatically is sent information about vacancies 


at the Nuffield Theatre. 


Tuesday, June 4th 
MANCHESTER 

Thursday, June 6th 
BRISTOL 


Cost £20 members/applicants, £25 non members. 
For further details of the workshops or Register contact: 
Lesley Saunders 
Register of Independent Researchers 
PO Box 226, Esher, Surrey KT10 0ZB 
Telephone/Fax: 01372 462853 


Tel: 01203 461231* Full medical, enabling and therapy services 
Fax: 01203 694305 are available, as well as adaptive technology 
eMail and study support. 


enquiries@hereward.demon.co.uk ; , J 
ee Funding available for @) 
ome Page 

Santi utes students aged 16 to 25. 


tag bd ’ Hereward College exists to provide education 
Minicom facility available and training to its community of customers. 


REGISTERED CHARITY 


Disabilitynow May 1996 


Classified 39 


Da Receutinent i ee 2 oe 
ae 2 : . QUICKIE GPV. Low mileage. Tyres. 26in 
ne WECIL adkc Action Disability 


seat. £1,100 ono. Nine months old. 
ed actvey woking Kensington & Chelsea 
West of England Centre for Integrated Living. 


Becker hand controls for Clio (1993) plus 
ADKC, an Organisation of disabled people who live and work in Kensington and 
Providing Quality Services to Disabled People. 


s/ball. £60. Tel: (01252) 860962. 
STANNAH STAIRLIFT. £300 ono. Left 
Empl, want to recruit disabled people for the following posts: 
mployment & Training Support Worker 
Requires DISABLED PEOPLE for the posts of: eae ala 
Personal Assistant Employment Advisor 


hand wall rise. Tel: 0181-304 9669. 
Salary: Scale 6/SO1 — £17,154-£19,878. 35 hours per week. 
(Integrated Living Scheme) 


ESCORT FEBRUARY °95. Electric chair 
passenger side included. 5,000 miles. 
To assist people to obtain the training and additional education necessary to 
equip them to take up their place in the job market. 
To advise, support and empower disabled people to establish their own self- 
operated personal assistance schemes and to live in the community. 


Power steering. Central locking. Alarm. 
bs £10,000. Tel: 0181-959 7031. 
Finance Worker 
Salary: £14,184 pro rata. 8 hours per week. 
South Gloucestershire Integrated 
Living Worker 


ATTENDANT MANUAL WHEELCHAIR. As 
To deal with the day to day financial management of the Organisation and new. Adjustable arm rests. By Days 
oversee and maintain computerisation of accounts. Medical Aids. £200 ono. Tel: (01284) 
Office fully-accessible. 
Based at Cadbury Heath, near Bristol to develop services related to a 
integrated living for disabled people in the New South Gloucester- Closing date 24th May 1996. round vision. M reg. £10,500. 4,300 
shire area. Charity No. 1045769 miles only. Tel: (01737) 814416 (Surrey). 
WECIL Ltd se Ee business use. Tel: (01424) 221365. 
Leinster Avenue Fos, be ; 
Closing date: Friday 24th May 1996 LE CHAIR LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIR. 
WECIL is an equal opportunity employer and particularly welcomes Black. 16in seat. Excellent condition. As 
REF: PA2 
$01 (£16,575-£17,667pa) 


752923 (Suffolk). 
For application forms and job descriptions please ring 
Salaries: £16,575-£17,667 THROUGH THE FLOOR LIFT. Perfect condi- 
Knowle, eT . ks A STERLING SCOOTER. October 95. 
pr licatcys from black disabled people who are under-represented in NITY BENEFITS AND RIGHTS new £600. Will accept £80 ono. Tel: 
The Equal Opportunities Unit would like to invite applications for the post of 


ADKC on 0171 937 7073 (Voice/Minicom). FORD ES TR Semen cuaccess for 
Please note relevant experience is required for both posts. wheelchair with security system and all 
For details and an application pack please contact: tion. Smooth and efficient. Cost £8,000 
Terri Roberts new. Will accept £4,000 ono. Home or 
Bristol BS4 1AR Sporster. Hardly used. Extras. £2,000 

Telephone: 0117 9839839 (Voice and Minicom) on ee 

J Meech ee EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES UNIT - PATH (YORKSHIRE) LTD (01661) 823001. 
TEMPORARY TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR (DISABILITY) 


Registered Charity Number 1053515 


NISSAN VANETTE VERSA 923). Adapted 
_ for one or two wheelchair passengers 
and up to five other passengers. Electric 


RN WE Temporary Training Co-ordinator (Disability) on detached duties at PATH winch ramps. Taxed. New MOT. DBL 
AG Ge SCONCE TO R (Yorkshire) Ltd. sun roof. Stereo. 22,000 miles. Well 
HAMLETS is launching a new We are looking for people with: looked after. £5,750. Tel: (01202) 523132 
Advocacy Service in the Summer. As * an understanding of the issues and problems encountered by disabled (B h) 
‘e P E people in employment. ournemouth). 
TOWER HAMLETS eter SCA ALLOW Seca * an understanding of the issues and problems encountered by black and POWERTEC F50. electri eclchai 
ethnic minority people trying to gain employment. electric wheelchair. 


Good working order. Cost £2,000. Sell- 
ing for £1,500 ono. Buyer must collect. 
Tel: (01962) 852632. 


STERLING 4 SCOOTER. Very good condi- 
tion. Hardly used. Includes battery 
charger. £1,300. Tel: 0161-737 3295. 


x the ability to counsel, support and advise black trainees (particularly black 


Bangladeshi Service Worker eee 


(Full time) * a proven commitment to equal opportunities. 


= ee x the ability to communicate with place t iders, trainers, colleagues, 
Key responsibilities include: eo y i ith placement provi gu 


— To recruit, assist in training and support volunteer advocates This post is part of our Supported Employment Scheme and is open to 
— To target vulnerable older Bangladeshi people requiring support in hospital Registered Section 2 disabled people only. 
and at home Funding for this temporary post has been secured for one year. 


— To assist the Co-ordinator in running and promoting the Advocacy Service Anyone wishing to apply on the basis of secondment should first seek 


Local Government Scale 6 (£17,154-£18,153) 
including Inner London Weighting. 


Details (CVs not accepted) from 


ACTH, 82 Russia Lane, London E2 9LU. 


approval from their existing line manager before completing an application 
form. 

Application forms and further details are available from the Personnel 
Section, Department of Community Benefits and Rights, Civic Hall Annexe, 
Leeds LS1 1UR. Telephone (0113) 2475595. 


FIAT FIORINO CHAIRMAN. Four seats plus 
wheelchair. H reg. 40,000 miles. Very 
good condition. New tyres and exhaust. 
Ten months MOT and tax. Easy access 
via ramp and winch. £5,250 ono. Tel: 


CLOSING DATE: 16 MAY 1996 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF 
OPPORTUNITY” 


POST SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


(01769) 550397. 
FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN. J reg. 23,000 


miles. Silver metallic. Very good condi- 
tion. Easy rear loading. £5,200. Tel: 
(evenings) (01946) 694758 (Cumbria). 


LEVO MOBIL stand up and electric 
wheelchair. Six months old. Originally 
£7,000. Also Clos-o-Mat loo and 
ae Chiltern hoist (electric). Totally unused. 


Building a fairer workplace 


“We want to make sure that disabled people are given every encouragement to apply for 


Telephone 0181 981 7124 


Closing date: Friday 17th May. 
Interviews: Week commencing 3rd June. 


ACTH is working towards equal opportunities. 


Offers for any item considered. Tel: 
(01604) 880424. 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER. Excellent condi- 
tion. All normal extras. Only 27,000 
miles. £20,000. Levo electric standing 
chair in good working order. £500. 14in 
Quickie plus jay cushion. Good condi- 
tion. £450. Tel: (01708) 220279. 


FORTRESS ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. Very 


x00d condition. 20-30 mile range per 
g g 


any job at Ealing for which they think they are qualified, knowing that they have as 
good a chance as anyone of getting the job. At the same time we want to maximise the 
opportunities of disabled people who are already working for us”. charge. Chair reclines electrically. Fitted 
x headrest and other accessories. Battery 
charger. Cost £4,600 new. Only £900 
ono. Tel: (01705) 473489 (Hants). 


Cllr John Cudmore, Council Leader, London Borough of Ealing 
= WHEELCHAIR FOLDING as new. Never 


used. £100. Tel: (01434) 601471 (Hex- 
ham). 

To find out more about applying for jobs with Ealing, 
people with genuine ability, regardless of their disability. please contact Amin Ladha, Recruitment and Equalities, 
All of our vacancies are advertised in either of our two 5th Floor, Perceval House, 14-16 Uxbridge Road, 
weekly bulletins - ‘Jobs List’ or ‘Teaching Posts in Ealing’, London W5 2HL. Telephone: 0181 758 5966. 

as well as in other publications. We welcome applications 
from people with a disability to whom we will be pleased portable hearing-aid amplifier available at the Ealing TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
to send out either or both these vacancy bulletins upon Recruitment Link Office, Ground Floor, Perceval House. VACANCIES/COURSES 
request. please contact the 
Advertisement Man- 
ager, Richard Gresham, 
Kingslea Press Limited, 
12 Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU. Tel: 0171-252 
1362. Fax: 0171-237 
8019. 


At Ealing, we are implementing policies to attract 
2 E os Personals held over 


until next month due to 
lack of space. 


There is also a minicom number: 0181 758 8191 anda 


If someone applies for a job, or if they already work in 
one of our departments and become disabled, we want to 
be sure to give them a truly fair chance. 


So, we also guarantee to interview every candidate with 


a disability who, on the basis of their application, appears 
to be able to meet the requirements of the job. 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


Disabilitynow May 1996 
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